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The Boy and the Owl

et

*To-whit! Tu-wlhou!'
Canght as the dead was almost done,
Thteoted when the prize seemed won t
L vain all efforts to coneesl
The v von've visked so wmneh to steal !
“Tru-whoo!” the owl eroaks forth anew »
*Jdust put it lack ! Tu-whit! Tu-whoo!

Tu-whit! Tiwhoo!?

Cnrveoany TRES,
Br I APMPLETON AND COMPANT.
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THE PLAN OF THE WORKK.

I tldz third book, the pupil is prepared, by hoth age
and experience, to cnter npon more systematic study.
Story and description, the staple of the preceding nmn-
Lers of the series;, have performed their work of awaken-
ing intercet, and the next step in advanee demands the
eonsideration of relations of a more vital character than
these already presented.

The lively interest that ehildren always take in birds;
the eagerness with which they wateh the graceful motions
of “zladness on wings™: the rapt attention that they
give to the musie which descends from tree tops or floats
down 2 brook of langhter throngh the air” have all led
to an extended and detailed aceount of our feathered
friends and neighbors,

But, in the treatment, the canons of seientifie arvange-
ment have again been made to yield to the more import-
ant faws of mental growth. The lessons hegin with the
familiar rather than with the simple, The bridge over
which the mind passea from the ohvions and cominon to
the strange and unknown, is imade up of similarities. From
the ehicken that seratches in the farm-vard, the mind 12 led
fo a comsideration of the seratehers of ficld and forest the
world over; from the warlle of the little wren at the door,



6 THE PEAN OF PHE WORE.

the attention is diveeted to the carol and song which grect
the sunrize in its daily march around the world.

Scienge, story, and song are mingled in proper pro-
portions : seience, the latest and best, to inform; story,
vivid and anthentic, to interest ; and song, fresh and vig
orong, to inapire,

By this eombination of matter and method, knowledge
broadens ; the mental faculties expand; the voeabulary
grows from day to day ; awd the reading exercises become
ctficient weans for ebtaining the knowledge which most
effectually aronses mental activity.

The mood, prospective and potential, in the metlod
aay be Jost by misconeeption and misngnagement,  The
eeading may be couverted into u mechanical pronumei-
ation of words, the theught never reaching the under-
atanding ; or the process of reading may be regarded as
an end, the thonghit rerminating with the book.

The full benefit of the system can be experienced only
when ench new faet and pew relation stated will lead to
investigntion outzide of the book, and when is established
the threcfold process which makes observation the hasis
of inatruetion ; nsce bovks for obtaining facts not accessi-
ble to direet pereeption ; amd enlminates in well-ordered
and well-expressed thonglit,

In the prepavation of this heok, I wish to express my
obligation to Hon, John Monteith, of St Louis, for valu-
able assiztanee in both researeh and composition,  To Lim
in a great measure iz due the effeetive ziyle in which the
subjects are prescuted.
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