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INTRODUCTION

Ix this masterly noromantic novel, Turgenev drew a
character, Basavov, who served to express awvhat he tanght
s toe catl Mabch=sm, amnd made a movemednl inlo a pian,
In Fuossia ilsell the elect of the story was astomishing.
The portrait of Darearow was onmediately aml angrily
resenied as a cold dravesty, The portraits of the ' back-
wondsmion, " or retirod anstierals, fars] oo better. Torgence
had indeed roused the ive of both sides, only too sorely,

The Petrovitehs, typieat figores as Iie desipoed them
of the Russinn sobilily, were intended he confessed to
breathe U feebleness, nonchalzoce, narrowness of ooandd ™
Tlis sense of fitness made him painl with extreme care
these choice ropresentatives of their ohiss, They werne the
pick, and il they were humacly ineflective, what ol
their weaker kind? 5 la crdme ost manvaise, que sera
Le lait 2 7' as he pot 1l The Litlerest eriticism came, how-
ever, [rom the side of the revolntionancs and income-
patibiles. They fett i Torgenes the sharper artistoy and
the inumate itomy s of be bad onle wsed these gualities
in deaghing with the specihic case of Baearoy; whereas they
were tlemperamental ellects of Lis narative art,  He was
ready tn mssert himsetf one of the party of youth. e was
at one with Bazarow, he declared, in nearly all his ideas,
o chief exception Deing Tasarov's wleas on art, which
in truth are apt to be more crodely delivered than the
et of that iconoclast’s destractive opinions. Baarow,
he =said once and again, was his favourte child

It 18 newrly forty years now (in 120} smce the novel
appeared in The fussion Messenger, @ weekly which was
the recopniscd exponent of the new movement. That
proverbial period hias lemt a solfter cast 1o the lineaments
uf the people in the gronp, as tine tonches e cauvas
of the pictures in an old country-house gallery.  But the
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bteresting thing is to find that history in the large has
torribly el  ieresistibly  confiriacd  the history in hittle
that Turgeney drew, with o sure nsiinet, for the potential
anticipations of his sagi

But we should be wrong if we mistook itz clear per
vading realities for those of a troct-novel, or o docoment
of any ene particular generation, It is as its title declares
in a sense another fabde of the inevitable eotl and recoil
of the two generations, The sympathetic power of Tur-
geney 15 shown in his mstinctvee andlderstanding of them
both,  An aristecrat by tﬂitling e was saved as Tolstod
was from sterilising his imnginacive and dramatic powers
by any sense of casle aml privilege. e loved the play
of Dhwman noture, knew how to reckon with its foibles,
its pride, babirpal prejodices, and all tramic and comic
susceplibilities. 5o he drew Maoeorov, as a prolagonist
of the revoli against the old order and the protective
habit of age. When Bazarov eaters the howse of Arkady's
father, he = Hle Dhon Ooicote eoteringg the inn of s direst
probation. 17 the paralle]l geents a Leifle fantastie, it
veb one that Turpeney woulidl let pass, since he affirmed
that Thon Olnixete hopsell was, in Ins aonnitalle dxtom-
vaganee, i Lype of the etemal spivit of revolulion. And one
wontld like, if there woere toiam foe i, o print s pregmlile
ti Fathers wnd Sens, the essay in whiel ils wrdter has com-
pared the deeper essentials of Hamled and Omixate,

W st be saisfiel] josteal Lo reeall the direct eventl
of e novel, as it falis in his own tecord.  The prosent
writer, sommo years ago, spent a spring at Veaotnor in the
lele of Wight, and [onnd the howose on the sea-brink
in which he stoyed Tesl been gceupic] by Turgenew at
cene £rmae. Then and theee 31 was, in 1860 and at Ventnor,
that e had 1l frst idea of this novel s and 1L is scarcely
Lt Lo Gapciful o think thal e moginoed the home
environment and ine spacions visia of the Rossian provinces
mieent fonedly amd more frecly, boecause of los being at o
leng remove [tom WUnan in that small and confined scaside
nook of Ventnor, Alreasdy, we muozs roncinber, the libera-
tion of the serl hacd taken place: and the ferment of hieral
wheas was working in the pew generilion,  As we look Back,



