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PREFATORY,

TIESE Notes are printed, not for publication, but
for more couvenient preservation and referonee, in
one branch of the family to which they relate. They
arg dedicated by the eompiler to the memory of his
father; the BEV. NaTHANteEL Scupver Proie, DD, a
man of rare intcllcetual endowments, an aceomplished
geliolar, a faithful minister of the Gospel, a friend and
active promoter of popular and liberal education, a
fearless and nncompromising advecate of what e le-
lieved to be true and might.  He left his Impress upon
the generation m which he lived, and especially upon
the hearts of lis children ; one chief incentive n whose
lives has Deen a desire Lo emulate his zeal in the aequi-
gition andd diffusion of uzeful knowledge, and to keep in
honor Lis nawe by carrying out the principles and aims
which he instilled into their minds.
E D G P

New York,
SJomuegry 2, 18385,
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THE PURITAN EXODUS.

HE carlier colonies of New England were appro-
priately called © Plantations.”  The seed was here
sown which for two conturies and a half has Leen bear-
ing fruit, not alone on this continent, but the world
over.  The full harvest has not yot been garnercd, and
will not be until the Son of Man shall send forth his
reapers ab the end of the world Lo gather the sheaves
from the four quarters of the globe,

The story of the seitlement of New England is a
[amiliar one. 1t was the fruit of the apirit of persecu-
tion that prevailed in Old England in the sixteenth
and seventesnth centuries. That spirit was kopt alive
during the reign of Henry VIIL; it burst into o fiame
under “the bloody Mary ;" it was only partially sup-
pressed in the days of Elizabeth; it broke out with
frush violenee under James I During these latter
reigns many of whom England and the world were
not worthy were driven from their native land to
this Western wilderness, to seek a place where they
might worship God aecording to the dictates of their
own eonsciences, and the way was preparing for the
greater exodus that took place under Charles 1. Of
the more than twently thousand Puritans who left Eng-



