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INTRODUCTORY.

In view of ihe radical change made by the last Legielature in the
elaction laws of the Biate, and the introduction of a new form of ballot,
snd new modee of procedure at elections—in other terms, the adoption
of the so called Reform, or Auetralian ballot system—it is deemed
imperative that the voting population of California should be made
intelligent as to the nature and requirements of the new law under
which they are soon to act in a presidential election. With the view
of educating the people on an sll-important subject, this publication of
the election laws aa they now stand, and sccompanying matter, all
bearing on elections, has been compiled and printed for free distribution.
Thirty thonsand copies have been published, ten thonsand to be given
to the State Central Committes of sach of the two great political parties,
and ten thousand to be reserved in the office of the Secrotary of Btate
for County Clerks, the press, for supplying individuals, and for any new
party that may arise, or any minor old party that chooses to maintain
an existence.

In the hope that the pamphlet will be valuable in instructing the
American citizen of California how to perform his duty as an elector,
and conserve his rights as a patriot for the sake of good self-govern-

ment, it is given fo the public. .
chatet 8 E. G. WAITE,

Becretary of State.



ELECTION LAWS.

The following sections of the Political Code govern elections:

1041. There must be held throughout the State, on the firet Generst
Tuesday after the firei Monday of November, in the year ®eetien
hteen hundred and eighty, and in every second year there-
after, an election, to be known as the general election. [In
effect April 16, 1880.]

1043. Bpecial elections are such as are held to Enppl}raﬁcm
vacancies in any office, and are held at such times as may be #e°te™
designated by the proper Board or officer.

1053. At least thirty days before & general election, and Geverner
whenever he orders a special election to 61l a vacancy in the Si9me
office of State Benator or member of Assembly, at least ten Fos.
days before such special election the Governor muet iesue an
election proclamation, under his hand and the Great Seal of
the Btate, and tranamit copies thereof to the Boards of Buper-
visors of the counties in which such elections are to be held.

[In effect April 16, 1880.]

1054. Such proclamation must contain:

1. A statement of the time of slection, and of the offices to
be filled.

2. An offer of rewards, in the following form: “And I do Rewara
hereby offer & reward of one hundred dollars for the arrest and j5 e
conviction of any and every person violating any of the pro-
visions of Title IV, Part I, of the Penal Code; such rewards to
be paid until the total amount hereafler expended for the
purpose reaches the sum of ten thousand dollare.”

1065. The Board of Supervirors, upon the receipt of such supervis-
proclamation, may, in case of general or apecial elections, cause 5522290
& copy of the same to be publighed in pome newspaper printed o
in the county, if any, and to be posted at each place of election
at least ten days before the election; and in ease of epecial
elections to fill a vacaney in the office of Biate Senator or mem-
ber of Assembly, the Board of Bupervisors, upon receipt of
such proclamation, may, in their discretion, cause a copy of the
same to be published or posted as hereinbefore provided, except
that such publication or posting need not be made for a longer
EEEI%E‘I than five daye before such election. [In effect April 18,

1058. Whenever 4 epecial election i ordered by the Board same.
of Superyisors, they must issue an election proclamation, con-
taining the statement provided for in subdivieion firet, of section
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ten hundred and ffiy-four, and must publieh and post it in the
game manner as proclamations issued by the Governor.

1086. The person receiving at any election the highest
number of votes for any office to be filled at guch election, is
slected thereto.

10867, If at any election, except that for Governor or Lieu-
tenant-Governor, two or more persong receive an equal and the
higheat number of votes, there is no choice, and a special election
to fill snch office must be oxrdered by the proper Board or officer.

1068. In case any two or more persons have an equal and
highest number of votes for either Governor or Lieutenant-
Governor, the Legielature muef, by a joint vote of both houses,
choosze one of the persons fo f1] such office.

1088, Electors are privileged from arrest, exeept for an
indictable offense, during their attendance on the election, and
in going to and returning from the pame.

1070. No elector is obliged o perform militia duty on the
day of election, except in time of war or public danger.

1071. No fees mnat be charged for registration or certificates
thereof,

1072. Each member upon a Board of Election in any
county, or city and county, in the State, and each clerk thereof,
ghall receive as compeneation for hie services upon such Board
& sum not to exceed fen dollars, which sum ghall be paid out
of the treasury of the county, or ¢ity and county, in which
such persong act. [Approved March 20, 1889.]

1073. The necessary printed blanks for poll lists, tally lists,
lists of voters, cath, and returns, together with envelopes in
which to incloss returns, must be furnished by the Board of
Bupervisors to the officers of each eleciion precinet aé the
expense of the county.

QUALIFICATIONA AND DIBABILITIER OF ELECTORS.

1083. Every native male citizen of the United States, every
male person who shall have acquired the right of eitizenship
under or by virtua of the treaty of Querstaro, and every male
naturalized citizen thereaf, who ehall have become sueh ninety
daye prior to any election, of the age of twenty-one years, who
ghall have been & resident of the State one year next preceding
the election, and of the county in which he claima his vote
ninety days, and in the election precinet thirty days, and
whose name shall be enrolled on the Great Register of such
caggt , shall be a qualified elector thereof. [In effect April 16,
1880,
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1084. No native of China, no idiot, insane person, or per- Notqusit-
gon convicted of any infamoue crime, and no person hereafter o0 whe
convicted of the embezzlement or misappropriation of publie
money, shall ever exercise the privilege of an elector. [In
effect April 18, 1880.]

GREAT HEGIRTER.

1084. A register, in which ghall be entered the names of the Grest Bes-
ualified electors of each of the counties in the State, shall be ja: ™
Eept- at the office of the Cotinty Clerk of such county; and in each
of the cities and counties in the Btate such n register shall be
kept in the office of the person charged with the registration of
voters in such city and county. There shall be in each of the
counties, and cities and counties, in the Btate {when required
by the Board of Supervisors), & new and completa registration of
the voters of such counties, and cities andp counties, who are
entitled thereto and who apply with the LFrc«‘p-enr rcof. Buch
registration shall commence one hundred days before a general
election, and shall continue for eighty-five days thence next
ensuing, when such regisiration shall cease; provided, that
nothing in this section shall be held to repesl any election or
registration law applicable to or in force in the City and County
of Ban Francisco. [Approved March 20, 1889.]

1085. In the Great Register the Clerk must, as hereinafter HNamen to
provided, enter the names of the qualified elestors of the county " ***™%
whose names are not already thereon.

1096. Buch eniry must show: Mustsbow,
1. The name at length.
2. The age, omitting fractions of yeara,
8. The height.
4. The complexion,
5. The color of eves.
6. The color of hair.
7. The visible marka or scars, if any, and their locality.
8. The country of nativity.
. The place of residence {giving the ward or precinet),
10, If naturalized, the time and place of nafuralization.
11, The date of the entry of pereon; each name must
be numbered in the order of ite entry.
12. The Post Office addresa at date of entry of each person.
[Approved March 81, 1891.]

=]

1097. Noperson’s name must be entered by the Clerk unlees: Registrs
1. Upon a certificate of registration in another county, show- ted
ing that such registration hae been sanceled, and vpon proof by
the affidavit of the party that he is an elector of the county in
which he seeks to be registered.
2. Upon the returns of tha Assessor of the county.
3, If a naturalized cilizen, upon the production of his certifi-
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cate of naturalization, which certificate muet be iseued ninety
days prior to the succesding election, or upon his own affidavit
that it is loat or out of his puesession, which affidavit must state
the place of his nativity, and the time and place of his naturali-
zation, together with his affidavii that he has resided in the
United Btates for five years, and in this State for one year next
preceding the time of aﬁp]ic&tion. and that he would be an
elector u? the county at the next suceeeding election; provided,
howaver, if such naturalized citizen shall have been previously
registerad as a qualified elector in any of the counties or city
and counties of this State, his name must not be entered by the
Clerk unless he produces a certificate of such registration,
issued by the pn‘rtg suthorized by law to iseue such certificate,
which certificate shall be prima facie evidence of his naturali-
zation,

4. If born in & foreign country, upon hia affidavit that he
hecame a citizen of the United States by virtue of the naturali-
gation of his father while he was residing in the United Biates
and under the age of twenty-one years, and that he is or wonld
be an elector of the county at the next succeeding election.

5. Upon the production and fling of a certified copy of the
judgment of a Buperior Court directing such entry to be made.

6. In other cages, upon the affidavit of the party that he is or
would be an elector of the connty at the next succeeding election.

7. In every case the affidavit of the party must show all the
facts required to be stated in the entry on the register, except
the date and number of the entry. [Approved March 13, 18583.]

10988. The Asgessor of each county must keep a roll of
electors, on which, and uion like proof as is required for entry
upon the Great Register, he must entoll the name of any elector
of the county making application to him for that purpose,

1099, BSuch enrollment must show the same facts as are
required to be shown by the entry upon the Great Register.

1100. The Clerk or Assessor must, upon every certificate of
naturalization presented to him as evidence of citizenship, in-
dorse and subecribe a statement of the time of presentation and
of hie action therson.

1101. At the end of every month the Assessor must return
to the County Clerk a certified copy of all entries made upon
his roll of electore during such month, and all affidavits made
for the purpose of procuring such enrollment.

1102. Upon ths recsipt of such return, the Clerk must at
once enter upon the Great Register the names contained and
the statements made in snch return.

1108. The Clerk must file and preserve all affidavite returned
to him by the Aesessor, or used before him for the purpose of
obtaining registration.




