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NATURE AND MAN.

Tue keen, philosophie infidel, is not alone in his
dishelief of the Besivyiwe or Tuines, as divinely
revealed in the first chapters of Genesis, and the
sneceeding history of those events which have made
memorable the course and end of the earliest phase
of the world, and which inaugurated, amid a terri-
ble judgment, a new era of Time. “Weo regret to
. say that men, professing faith in the inspired canon,
themselves deny the literal reception of the plainest
narrative of the Creation, of the Fall of Man, and
the subsequent destruetion of the whole human
race—with the exception of eight persons saved in
the ark—by a Universal Deluge.

Unfortunately for the moral and religions wel-
fare of society, a mischievons disposition to ques
tion the Divine anthenticity of the Jewish Serip-
tures, and indeed of all 'Revelation as given in the
Old and New Testaments, is daily becoming more
manifest, bold, and active. Two tlasses of men
form the phalanx of skepticism : the first have the
advantages of education, are more or less acquainted
with the weak side of hmman natnre,—ita self-love
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4 NATURE AND MAN.

and impatience of control ; have fnll faith in Phren-
ology and Mesmerism ; and study the strueture of the
earth for the sole purpose of refuting the Mosaic ac-
count of ereation; and, ignoring the study of the
Beriptures—which they do not entirely reject—as
the only fountain of truth, are, nevertheless, strange
to say, among the most snperstitions of mankind.
The second elass is the antipode of the first-named ;*
composed of persons possessed of & viclous tact and
cunning, either entirely unlearned and ignorant, or
with barely a superficial knowledge of any thing;
and includes the wulgar, depraved, and impious,—
men absolutely free from the thraldom of supersti-
tion, and altogether destitute of reverence for a
Bupreme Being. It is this conclave of pride and
jgnorance who arraign the Holy Scriptures at the
bar of human reason and human depravity, in the
character of a criminal ;—as & pernicions dissemi-
nator of doctrines and commands, conflicting with
the native freedom of man to will and to do his plea-
gure ; and a record of historie facts and solemn de-
elarations, which, being admitted, make him an ac-
countable creature, passing over.the stage of action
to the tribunal of award—which is, positively or in-
directly, questioned and denied.

Passing over the account of Creation, in the con-
gecutive order in which it is given in the first
chapter of Genesis,—the particular consideration of
which is not deemed essential to the argument, we

*# The spostles aad converts to modern spiritonlism,
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propese to speak, first, of the perfected world of
nature at Tux Besmswise ; and respectfully request
the company of the reader in a survey, and an at-
tempt to depict, with some minuteness, the celestial
beauty and beneficent harmony which prevailed
throaghout the earth, and the exalted beatitude ra-
diating from all sensitive life. The Scriptures
affirm many wonders, both of Creation and Provi-
dence, which we are bound to receive by a simple
act of faith, or belief in what is revesled ; remem-
bering that what is withheld in the Book of God is
either beyond finite comprehension, on the one
hand, or, ou the other, within the grasp only of an
ardent, humble mind, searching after truth,—mot
from a vain curiosity, but from an admiration of
the works of creation, and & gincere desire to honor
and magnify the mighty and glorious Architeet.
With whom, think you, the Creator took counsel,
“when he gave to the sea his decree, that the
waters should not pass his commandment, when he
appointed the foundations of the earth1” And if
the highest rank end the loftiest intellect among
the Angelic hierarchy was incapable of the recep-
tion of infinite kmowledge, and could only wonder
and admire, and “shout aloud for joy;” how much
less shall fallen man, wrecked, depraved, obscured
in his physical, moral, and inteHectnal being, un-
veil the ocenlt germ of creation, and comprehend
the action of that Word *“which spake, and it was
done—which commanded, and it stood fast!”

The question lias recently been asked, in the



[ NATURE AND MAN.

blindness of rationalism, and the pride of finite rea-
son, “ Were there no clouds and no rainbow before
the flood?" and the reply “which it calls for, in-
volves the truth or falsity of every statement made
in the first tan chapters of Genesis, and by = logiesl
sequence, the integrity of the entire Seriptures.
‘With this brief introduction, we assnme the nega-
tive, and proceed to offer some thomghts in proof of,
first, what is believed to have been not only possi-
ble, but in a high degree probable, that., gnterior to
the Tniversal Deluge,

IT RAINED NOT UPON THE EARTII,

It is admited that clouds of the lightest textures
fleecy, and barely opaque, did freely .course the
upper air, a relief and ornament to the otherwise
monotonons appearance of the firmarent, but never
collecting in large masses, either by the force of
winds or mutusl attraction, because of their great
rarety, and the purity and elasticity of the medium
in which they floated ; and, as a natural deduetion,
never acquiring sufficient density to precipitate
themselves in rainstorms. These clonds were scat-
tered sparsely, above the lower earth; and received
vory trifling accesgions to their volume by evapora-
tion from beneath, which, in & perfectly equable
clime, undisturbed by extremes of heat snd eold,
would be very limited indeed; and when become
too dense from this eanse, w}uch at times would
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oceur, they were attracted by the primeval moun-
tains, upon whose summits they deposited their su-
perabundant moisture,

In the second chapter of Genesis we réad, “for
the Logp Gop had not caused it to rain upon the
eqrth:” and in immediate conneetion, % But there
went up a.mist from the earth, and watered the
whole face of the ground.” The reader will please
note, that we italicize certain words in our quota-
tions from the Bacred record, to draw and fix his
attention; because these and like passages will be
taken wp or referred to again, as we proeeed in the
elucidation of the subject.

In looking back toward the past, through the
long vista of ages,—obscured to human perception
by ita remoteness,—for a solution of the how and the
when,—the period and the manner, of the Begin-
ning of Things, we require a data, snd 8 ground
whereon reason may take her stand, and survey, as
from an elevation, the otherwise incomprehensible
peene, That dats and that starid-point ia the Jew-
ish Scriptures. There is no other volume in the
world which reveals to man the true Gong the. cres-
tion of the heavens and the earth, and his own
quickening,—* fearfully and wonderfully made,”—
whereby the clod of the valley, touched by the
breath of the Drviwe Brierr, was transmuted into
g living soul.”

And it was right and proper. that Gop, in en-
dowing a finite, accountable creature such 28 man,
with an intelligent and moral nature, whose ever-



