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THE JUMANO INDIANS.

In studying the history and the effect of the contact of
the Southwestern Indiang with civilization, the writer was
bafled by what appeared to be the sudden and almost
complete disappearance of a populous tribe which played a
rather prominent part in the history of the early exploration
and colonigation of the Southwest, which cecupied villages
of a more or less permanent character, and among whom
miszionaries labored in fruitless endeavor to show them
the way to Christianity. It is not usually difficult to account
for the decimation or even for the extinction of a tribe
ravaged by war or by epidemies, of which there are numerous
instances; but of the Jumano Indians, of whom this paper
treats, there 1s no evidence that they were especially warlike
in character, that they had a greater number of enemies
than the average tribe, or that they had suffered unusually
the inroads of disease.

The Jumano were first visited by Alvar Nufiez Cabeza
de Vaca and his three companions of the ill-fated Narvaez
expedition, while making their marvelous journey across
Texas and Chihushua in 1535. The name of the tribe is
not given by them: they are called merely the “Cow
Nation”; but the relation of an expedition nearly half a
century later makes it evident that no other people could
have been meant. The narration of Cabeza de Vaca is so
indefinite that from it alone it would be difficult even to
locate the place where the Jumano were found; but the
testimony, meager though it be, tends to indicate that in
1535, as in 1582, they lived on the Rio Grande about the
junetion of the Rio Conchos and northward in the present
state of Chihuahua, Mexico.



4

The first Jumano seen by Cabeza de Vaca was a woman,
a captive among an unknown tribe, members of which were
guiding the forlorn Spaniards across the desolate and broken
eountry toward the west in southwestern Texas. Reaching
the Rio Grande, Castillo and the negro Estevanico, who had
journeyed ahead, came to a town at which the captive
woman’s father lived, “and these habitations were the first
seen, having the appearance and structure of houses.”
The inhabitants subeisted on beans and squashes, and the
Spaniards also had seen maize. Besides food, the natives
gave the white men buffalo-robes—seemingly the first of
their sort mentioned in history. The Indians came in num-
bers and took the Spaniards “to the settled habitations of
others, who lived upon the same food.” Tt may, I think,
be assumed that these other habitations were thosze of other
Jumano, although Cabeza de Vaca mentions that from the
second settlement of houses onward was another usage.
“Those who knew of our approach,” he says, * did not come
out to receive us on the road as the others had done, but we
found them in their houses, and they had made others for
our reception. They were all seated with their faces turned
to the wall, their heads down, the hair brought before their
eyes, and their property placed in a heap in the middle of
the house. From this place they began to give us many
hlankets of skin; and they had nothing they did not bestow.
They have the finest persons of any people we saw,” he
continues, “of the greatest activity and strength, who best
understood us and intelligently answered our inquiries.
We called them the Cow Nation, because most of the cattle
[buffalo] killed are slaughtered in their neighborhood.!
and along up that river for more than fifty leagues they
destroy great numbers, "

The narrator continues; ‘“They go entirely naked after
the manner of the first we saw.? The women are dressed
with deer-skin, and some few men, mostly the aged, who are

1The neighborhood bere referred to was not the immediate vicinity, and the stream
alluded to was much mors Hhely to have been the Pecos than the Rin Grands, up
which they were now journeying, the former river having been named “"Rio de lsa
Vaeas' by Fspejo in 1583,

The rude Indians of the sastern const of Texaa,
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incapable of fighting. The country is very populous. We
asked how it was they did not plant maize. They anawered
it was that they might not lose what they should put in
the ground; that the rains had failed for two years in sue-
cession, and the seasons were so dry the seed had every-
where been taken by the moles, and they could not venture
to plant again until after water had fallen copiously. They
begzed us to tell the sky to rain, and to pray for it, and we
said we would do s0."

Seeking information regarding their route westward, the
Spaniards were told that “the path was along up by that
river [the Rio Grande] towards the north, for otherwise in
a journey of seventeen days we eould find nothing to eat,
except a fruit they call chacan, that is ground between stones,
and even then it could with difficulty be eaten for its dryness
and pungency,—which was true. They showed it to us
there, and we could not eat it. They informed us also that,
whilst we traveled by the river upward, we should all the
way pass through a people that were their enemies, who
spoke their tongue, and, though they had nothing to give
us to eat, they would receive us with the best good will,
and present us with mantles of cotton, hides, and other
articles of their wealth . . . Their method of cooking
is so new that for its strangeness T desire to speak of it;
thus it may be seen and remarked how eurious and diversified
are the contrivances and ingenuity of the human family.
Not having diseovered the use of pipkins, to boil what they
would eat, they fill the half of a large calabash with water,
and throw on the fire many stones of such as are most con-
venient and readily take the heat. When hot, they are
taken up with tongs of sticks and dropped into the calabash
until the water in it boils from the fervor of the stones.
Then whatever is to be cooked is put in, and until it is done
they continue taking out cooled stones and throwing in
hot ones. Thus they boil their food.”

We dwell thus at length on Cabeza de Vaca's account,
as it is the first reference to the Jumano in history, and
because it affords the earliest information as to what manner
of people they were. There are few Indian tribes, whose
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history forms part of that of our own land, that have a
record traceable to the first half of the sixteenth century?®

The next Spaniards to pass through the Jumano country
were Francisco Sanchez Chamuscado and his party in
company with three missionaries, in 1581 ; but no new light
is thrown on the tribe in question, and indeed there is no
definite evidence in the account of two of the soldiers* who
were members of the little party that they were seen at all,
although the Rio Grande was followed northward from its
junction with the Conchos.

Much more definite information, however, is afforded
by the next Spaniards to traverse their territory, led by
Antonio de Eepejo, who, in November, 1582, set out from
San Bartolomé, in Chihushua, and followed the bank of
the Rio Grande northward irom the mouth of the Conchos.
From about the junction onward for twelve days’ journey
Espejo was among these people, who, he =ays, occupied
five villages with an aggregate population of ten thousand
—perhaps four-fold the actual number, az Espejo’s estimates
are always greatly exaggerated. The Jumano did not at
first receive the strangers with the same friendliness as was
shown Cabeza de Vaea and his companions, although it
might be said that the latter met with a reception, owing
to the magic power that they were supposed to possess and
the awe inspired by it, such as perhaps has never been
experienced by white men since their time, Espejo gives
a rather definite account of the Indians under discussion,
who, it will be observed, occupied the valley of the Rio
Grande from the Conchos northward almost to the boundary
of the present New Mexico. He says they were called
Jumanes, and by the Spaniards Patarabueyes. Some of
their houses were terraced, while others were of straw.
The faces of the Indians were striated, evidently meaning

¥Eee Ralation of Alvar Nunes Cabsca de Vaes, translated by Buckingham Smith,
New York, 1571; The Journey of Alvar Nunes Cabsza de Vaca, translated by Fanny
Banidelier, New York, 1005; The Narrafive of Alvar Nunes Cabera de Vaca, edited by
F. W. Hodge, in Origingl Nerrotives of Early Americon History, New York, 1607,

‘Bee the Reasion of Barmundo and Escalante, and other decuments beering on
the journey. In Coleceion de Documenton Inediton del Archive de Inadias, 2%, pp. 80-150,
Madrid, 1871,
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tattooed, as the sequel will show. They cultivated maize,
calabashes, and beans; hunted animals and birds, and es-
pecially the buffalo, and caught fish of many kinds in the
two streams that united within their territory. They had
lakes within their domain, from which they obtained salt
during certain seasons as good as that from the sea. Of
special importance in the identification of the people met
by Cabeza de Vaca, Espejo states that three Christians and
a negro had passed through the Jumano country years
before, in whom he naturally recognized “Alvaro Nufiez
Cabeza de Vaea, ¥ Dorantes, v Castillo Maldonado, y un
negro,” who, as is well known, finally reached Culiacan
and the City of Mexico after trials and suffering almost
beyond belief.®

Juan de Ofiate, colonizer of New Mexico and founder of
Santa Fé, passed over Espejo’s route for a part of his journey
through Chihuahua to the new provinee, but instead of
traversing the Conchos to its junetion with the Rio Grande,
he made a more northerly course to the erossing of the latter
stream at the present El Paso, consequently leaving the
country of the Jumano on his right.

Whether the Jumano had entirely shifted their habitat
between 1582 and 1598 is not definitely known, but it seems
probable that they had not.  Espejo had returned to Mexico
by way of the Rio Pecog, leaving it for the Conchos some
120 leagues below Pecos pueblo, henee missing the
Jumano territory of eastern New Mexico which later became
known., And, as we have seen, Ofiate did not follow a
course in the journey northward with his eolonists that
would have enabled him to see the Jumano of the Conchos-
Rio Grande junetion.

But we have definite knowledge that the Jumano lived
in the present New Mexico at least as early as the time of
Ofiate, i. e. in 1598, for on Oetober 6 of that year he departed
with the father commissary “to the salinas of the Pecos,
which are of many leagues of indefinite salt, very beau-
tiful and white; and to the pueblos of the Xumases or

¥For the Eepejo expedition, see Coleccion de Dorumenton Ineditos del Archive de
Irediae, xv, 101 et seq., 1671,



