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INTRODUCTIORN.

Tris little volume is designed at onee to elucidate
and to assist an important movement towards Chris-
tisnity on the part of a number of educated youths
in Bombay, connected with the P'drsi, Muhammadan,
and Hinda portions of the community. To the na-
tive stndents at present, or Iately, attending the
(Government, Misgionary, or Private Educational
Seminaries, it i specially inscribed.

The appearance of & number of candidates for ad-
mission into the Christian Cherch from the Govern-
ment Edncational Institutions is & novelty in Bom-
bay, though not in evme other parts of India, Im
the fact, however, there is nothing peculiarly won-
derful, The impartial study of English literature,
as such, has an enlightening and salutary tendency.
Some of the missionaries of the locality have, for
many years, by lectures, discussions, conferences,
private clagees, public preaching, and the dissemina-
tion of the Bible, and other Christian publications,
expository both of Christian truth and Gentile error,
done much to supplement and gnalify this study.
In this good work, they have been aided by Christian
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converts of character and intelligence, Libraries,
containing nsefnl and instructive works, have been
fonnded in many districts of the city ; and to them
sericus and inquisitive youth have had easy access.
The desires of many members of European society
for the best interests of the natives have mot been
unnoticed and unimproved. Considerable inguiry
and research have from time to time appeared in the
native community.

Of the young men who have lately atiracted public

notice, it is frankly admitted that they had but litile
direet intercourse with missionaries,—though they
were in frequent communication with those who had
enjoyed such intercourse,—before they declared that
their convictiens were in favour of the religion of
the Bible. Their case is viewed as not the less in-
teresting and encouraging on this account. The
Bible is both self-explanstory and self-defensive; and
its gloriouna truthe are at work both in the world
and in the Church, enlightening and impressing
the world, and strengthening and enlarging the
Church by accessions from the world. Both the
providence and Bpirit of God are on the side of His
Word, and render it instrumental in effecting these
resnlts.
" The actual intercourse of the students, to whom
reference iz here made, with the missionaries of the
Free Church of Scotland, was, in the first instance,
what is intimated in the following brief statement,
signed by the Rev. Dr. Wilson, and the Rev. Adam
White, and published on the 24th of June Iast :—
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On the 14th Jone 1886, the following letter was put into
the hauds of *the Rev, Dr. Wilson and the Rew, Adawm
Wkhite," te¢ whom it was addressed, by the pariies whose
names it bears :—

Bowsay, 18th June 1856,

Beveresp Sms—We the undersigned, young men etfend-
ing the Elpkinstone Institation, take (the) Bherty to express
t@ you cur sentiments relating (to) the Parm Beuiaron and
CHmISTIANITY. )

We are fully convinced, by the grace of (God, that Parsiism
ia & false religion | and it consiata of vaore and ExTRavacanT
principlea, 1t is the isverTon oéman ; not the RevELATION
of God. Wa have found cut, after inquiring nearly two or
three vears after the Taue mewsawon, thet every comfort, jo,
hope, success, and every good thing in this world, as well as
in the world to come, are concentrated in the Lond Jesus, We
have now the greatest pleasure to inform you, that as we are
fully convineed of the rrorm of Canmmasiry, we wish to be
bagtized, and to be admitted into the vialble Church of Christ.
It gives us the greatest ploasnre, by the grace of God, to sy
that we have resolved to come out in the light, which en-
lightens the heart and comforts the soul. We aze now in e
position where sabvaTios is at haod and very near to ua
We bave resobved to come infte) a religion which s re-
vealed to ua by the ooly-begotten Bon of God. Up to this
time, Desr Birs, we ware so blind, thet although we had eyes
to see, wa did not know the way of Righteoustess and Troth,
We are prepared, by God's help, 1o suffer the hardship and
trials that await us for the sake of oor Lerd, Whatewer
muffierings we may have to undergo—whether the want of our
daily food nnd clothing, or the separation from our dear rels-
tives and friends, or shame and persecution, whatsoaver, ——we,
trusting in (rod, and having him on oor dght hand, ehall, we
pray and bope, be able “to follow the Lord fully" We ame
much moved by the strrows and sufferings which shall befall
anr parents by this public step of curs ; but what can we do?
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Balvation we must bave. We leave them to God, and pray
to bim to support them in the midet of their afflictions, and
open their syes to know that what we have done [s nothing
but right. If we stay with our perents, we are sore we ahall
not be able to walk according to our consclence.

We therefore humbly beg of you to give ns shelter in your
house, and defend us from the hand of our relations.  Nothing
has led us to join the Christian Church but the pure hope snd
desire of the salvation of our sonla. We know and are surs
that ™ thers i none other name under heavem, givem among
mes, whersby we muest be paved."—We rmmain, Raversnd and
Dear Sirs, yours obediently,

» Dearimii Kessinsd,
Diaraswa Rarrowsi.
Burxasi Arpasers.
Maseanwansi Bansorsd,

The sntecedents of the delivery ol thie letter, as far as the
missionaries are concerned, were as follows (—DBehrimjf called
upon Dr. Wilson, in the commencement of November 1855,
when he stated that he was desirous of making his sequaint-
mace, and obtaining From him some fnformation snd books of
which he stood in need. He particuladly mentioned, that, as
e was expected to deliver an essay before w students’ Hterary
mociety, he felt desiroas of trenting of some movral subject,
which, he was sure, would excite more attention than any
sclontific subject of which he could treat, as ks had ween om
the oecasion of one of his friends delivering sn censy on the
*Dmnipresence of God.” Headded, that he wished to boreos
a voloma of * Bermons,” which might suggest some thame
which might be suitabls for his treatment in the esany which
hi intended to prepare,  Dir. Wilson promised to look through
hia librarf, with & view to tha sslection for him of snch a
valume of discourses ws he had indicated ; and, in the mean-
time, after holding witl him some general and religions con-
versalion, presented him with & copy of his own sermon to the
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Pareip® and invited him to repent bis visits to the missien-
housa, whemever he might find it conveniemt  Behrfmgji
returned to Dr. Wilson on the 4th November, when he said
be had felt mmech interested in the perusal of the sermon to
the Pérels, & brisf eatlive of which he readily repoated, s an
introduction to the conversstion which followed. Om lesving
the mission-homee, he recsived in losn the fifth wolume of
Baurin's Bermons, which, he said, after glanciog at fte con-
tente and reading & portion of it, was exactly such & work se
he had been in senrch of This book, with marks of sime of
the more notable passages which had attracted his atbention,
he duly returned on a subszqoent visit to Ambrolie. Omn the
18th March, Behrémji attended & public lecture deliversd by
Dr. Wilson, on the Siz Philosophical Schools of the Hindus.
Owing to Dr. W.'s journay from Bombay to Mahibaleghwar
and back agaln, this young man bad no forther intercourse
with him till the 14th of June, the day aftar Dr. W.'s retumn o
Bombay. Having procured, however, from & nstive friend, an
introdustion to the Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, he had thres or
firar interviewn with him, when be read with him a portion of
Mr. Mitchell's Letters to Indian Youth, and snother publica-
tion, Towsrds the end of May, the thres other Pirel studonts,
as well aa Bohrémji, made the requaintance, on the shoren of
Back Bay, of Haji Ghulim Masih, & zealons and jodicions
Christisa convert of the Fres Church Mission, who is sccus-
tomed oceasicnally to repair to that locality, with the view of
imparting Christian instroction to such natives as may be dis-
posed to enter into conversstion with him. They had only &
few meetings with him, when thoy expressed » wish to maks
the soquaintance, throogh him, of & missiooury st Ambrotie.
They were introduced by,Hajf to the Rev, Adam White, there
reaiding, ou or aboat the 29th May, when they bogan to attend
him far conference and religious lnstroction, bolding with him
altogether eight or ten mustings for this porposs, Behrimji,
alsg, soon joimed their circle. They had several interviews,
* Babrimii now siales, that ba kad bng provlomly found ncosss 1o this
diseomres st the bouse of & Pirsl friend
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also, with the Rav, Hormasdfi Pestonii, and attanded several
public ssrvicea n the miasion-bouse. On the Gth of Jane,
Mr: White wrote thus respecting them to Dr. Wilson :—*" Thers
are three or four Pirsia belonging to the Elphinatone Inetite-
tion, who came to me lately peeking instruotion, but whose
minds had previcusly been improesed, partly by reading snd
partly by conversation with the converta, or at least the con-
vinced, [who have not yet jolned the Christian Church)) who
are just on the point of formaking all to follew Christ. They
do not wish it to be known before they have taken the step,
lest. they sbould be put under bodily reatraint, They am
earneatly bant, to ell appearance, oo coming out from their
peopls and seeking instroction with & view to baptimn. They
wish to take this step without delsy. 1 have advised them to
wait until your retern, as I should not be sble to speak to
their friends,® from whom much distarbance 18 o be fenrd,
I told them that yoo would be here on Wednesday.," Dr,
Wilson's first interview with three of the youthe was on Friday
the 18th of June, the duy sfer bis return to Bombay, on
which oorssion he renewed his scquaintance with Behrémji.
The whole of them he meommended, as, indeed, Mr. White
hed done before, to stay with their relstives during their fur-
ther religious inquiries, if they could obtsin liberty of con-
science, and would be permittad fo abstain from all heathen
rite and ceremonies, of which befors God they disapproved,
They repeatedly aasured the missiooaries that liberty of con-
scitnot would not be accorded them among the Phrsis, and
besought them to give them pretection, in the termes employed
in the letter with whinh this document commences. The
missiomaries finally informed them that they could snd wonld
give them due protection ; but thet everything woald depend
on their own willingness to remsain with them, for the enjoy-
ment of the religious ingtruction of which they atood in need.
They were told thet the question of their baptism would be

* Mr, While, having bet lataly arrived in Indis, has not yei been able
10 atady the Gujaritl, the languags of the Phreis




