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PREFACE.

Teet me profuise a little with u simile.

A father holds his only infant in his hands, and starts it off on
ita first move at crawling.  Relnctantly he takes away his kind,
sustalning arwns wntil at last the little ome is left to do and dare
alone.

Emotlons kind and tender fifl his parent heart, as
eagerly he watehes all lis first altempis. Mow casily
hiz mind runs out to castle building, and he so the
erawling nfant stamd erect zwd move with manly
mien; & very tord mmong his fellows.

But | anticipate.

Just now I'm like that pareni—at the point of losing
hold npon his child.

This litile book 1s the first ereation of my heart and brain.
Alone, meanwhile, Tve langhed with 1t and learned to love it vot
& littde. '

Now I aet it down before ihe world, to crawl and creep along.
Will people think a tithe of Il that T do ?

Will kind hands be ontstretched to help the puling thing along ¥

Wil it e're be a man, and walk erect, and battle llke & Enight
with worthy foemen and compeers ?

Ur will It prove a peor, weak bantling, or & enr, and be compalled
by coffs wil scoffs and hootings, to slink back to darkness and the
obacnre hands of him who started it ? .

Thus bringing back unto his soul o bitter pang and disappolut-
ment sore, that he did for 3 mement think his writings worthy of &
publie place, or dreamed of dolng that whereby be might by

eonrbesy be termid an
AUTHOR.
Felrusary, 1878,




SDeintillator of Genius.
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SCINTILLATOR OF GENIUS,

ITE common people have
wulwaye had an impulsive
o ot direct way of express-
ing themselves. They
receive and adopt new
idleas slowly.

~—— In confirmation of these
ussertions I cite the cases
of Gallileo, Colambus,

Harvey on the eirculation
of the blood, Fulton with

- lis steamboat, Stevenson
with the ruilread, Mor&a with his telegraph, and the
telephone with somebody attached to the other end
of it. Each one of these distingnished characters
has in turn been denominated a humbug. It may
have jurred somewhat on their feelings for a time,
but they were not overwhelmed by it.

* From separate niches in the Temple of Fame, they
now smile down upon the broken efforts of their de-
tractors.

I am longing to cecupy a stall in the aforesaid -
temple, and in their company ; and am even willing




