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VERMONT STATE LIBRARY.

The real growth and lite of the VERMONT STarw Lienany
dutes from IR52. As to wlue was dobe in the way of obiaining
or preserving hooks bafive the frsl, ®late House woan oconpiel in
Momipelier, in 1808, even teadiiion te silend ;oo daring maat of
Ihe next geneeation we eannok learn thal anything was sceom-
Mished or altempied

The frst dawn of logizlation wa can discover is the firllpwrire
Joint vesolution af the Governor aod Crutw)] Aand the Froeral As-
aembly in (525 :

W Couscrn, WNov, 17, 1825,

Lezalred, the ceneral asanbly eonc 1w Beriein, That it 2hll
e the duty of e govermor aid eowne annoally, e appoinl
some srilable pevsnn, whose daiy ihehal? be o lake eliarge of, and
Koo in wood owder, all the baeks i pulidek cdntacnns, duposited
in the stuie-honse, in Manipelics : and that o swiable room in Ghe
shafe-howse be placed under the contead of sach verzi, for o nlaes
ol” depusit for such boaks avd doeninents @ and spch wirsan, in the
dizehuvge of hiz doiy, shall be gevernsd by sich miles ol reme
lations as e governour and couneil =hall, from time lo time, pre-
scribe.

[ Corniread Now, 17, 1335, |

From this tiane thers has been, at least in form, a Library and 4
Librariat.

The Librarian was fivsl required 1o b appointed by the (Gover-
nor and Cooneil ; ten the appeintment wys given to the Gaver-
nar ¢ oand in 1542 the annual election of o Librarian was given to
reess A from 1825 10 1856
legislation was smple in quantity, but quite small, inexpensive
and nnprogressive in result,

the Senate and Honse of Beprosants




vi INTRODITCTION.

In 1856 the following jeint resolution was passed by the Legis-
Iatare :
JorwT REROLUTION RELATING T0 THE LIBRARY.

Resolved by the Seaate and Houze of Hepresentatives, That the gov-
ermor be instructad Lo appoint cne efficient pereon te act eonjointly
with the librarian, to coliect all books and property helonging to
the state lilwacy, classify the same, prepare a calalogue, ald report
io the next lepislarure their action Ml together with such rec-
ammoerdations of repairs, purchases anid regulations, for the fature
goverament of the Lbrary, as 10 them seem expedient.

In BENATE, Nov. 15, 1856,

Tead and adopted,
2 1L CHAPMAN, Seoretary.

Ly Houvdx 0F REFRESENTATIVES, November 16, 1856,
Tiaail and adopred in concirmenes.
I T TIFTELTY, Aasiaiend érk,

Under this regolution, Joseph 110 Rarrell was appointed Com-
missioner.

At the Oelaber spzzion, 1857, the Libravian, Mr. Wehaler, and
My, Commissioner Barrell mula lwir 2overal reporte, which are
printed Tu ke Sounate Jouenal of that session, pp. 263 and 254
Mr. Webster reporle an ininnnzly iarge list of missing velumes and
broken aets of Tmooks, e Bosrett reports the eondition of things
in the Lileavy, and eays, “ From dneh avideoien: oz can readily ba
procured, it duses wol appear that auy State in the Union, ali ci-
eumgianee eonsidersd, is worse off Tnoeegand fo its Libeaey than
Vermont.”

Tlie zlature at thal sessien pusseld the Aet of 1837, which is
substantially pmbodied b Chap, VIT. General Slatufes,  This.
law placed the maoageient and control of the Likeary in the
hancs of Trastzes anl o Lilrarian elected by them,  The Trus-

tees organized their Bosrd Nov. 18, 15804,
TRESERT :
Ifis Ereellmioy, HILANT [TATT.
e Juefice, Tadae . REDFIELD.
Beeretary of State, BEXJAMIN W. Daax,
} PERRAND F. MERRILL,
Tegident Trusteas, - 10 17 WALTON,
3 CoARLES REED.
At this maeling. Charles Reed was elected Lilivarian and Sacre-
tory, and has eeeupied that position to this date.



INTEODTCTIIN. vii

Under the present administration, the Libravy has trebled in
size, anid while ik muy still justify the remark thal Jaced Spocks
made while in i, “TT 18 VEREY SMALL FOK A STaTE,” it liag cer-
tainly coased tohe the disgrace thal Commissioner Barveit thought
it. TLaler Lerislatures have seco the growth of the Libirary with
evident plaasure, and lave nottiled to supply funds when asked,

A catalogue of the Librory was printed in 1550, and also in 1858,
after the fire which desiroved the State Hogse.

At the Brie (Januarye B, THET) most of the hooks were thrown
from the second story windows fnio the snow, and thence carcfully
gathered ap and piled into tha parlor and out-buildings of Hon.
Danicl Baldwin, Tha loss of books ol Lwe Liheary by this lire is
stipiposiad Lo have been smpcl 1 oand, as i6 was o Mterly cold night,
they were not domaged hy wet.

Wihily the State Elouse was Dudldiog, the Masonie a0l was used
for the Libyury, and it wae well accomonodated there during the
sezsion of 1857,

Thiz Litraty is 0od yel eompleda ooa silele depgriment,. Even
in Vermont Ducuments, the Libeary is destimate of some of the
original Session Laws nnd Jewrnalk, It is sfrongest fn danerican
Law Reportz, of which it vegoires aoiv o secre ol vidiemes 1o be
complsle.

Ounr State Library aned Hietorical Hociety sheadd bave all the
materizls (eom which to write our Slate Tistery ioogTl its bramches,
Nothing should be omitted in thiz divechion o the full extent of
OUT IneELlE

Thae elerical wark ol making this Colaloguo bas heen performed
entirely by imaw A, [Moewr, Beg. Assisiuni Tdbrarino. 1t is
printed uuder the provisions of Chapter 7, General Statutes,

The laws of the State in foree in relation to the Libracy, awmd
alsy the roles of the Library, will be fouul on pages ix-xiv.



