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INTRODUCTION

BICHARD STEELE and JOSEPH ADDIEON were slmost of
the same age.  Thay wers both hom in t.ha*ﬁr 1878
Stealn, & lawyer's son, in Thiblin, abong 12th of
Mareh (1671, 0ld afyle) ; Addim in n Wiltshire parsonags
on the following 1st of May. Bteels had alreuwdy lost
both father and mother, snd waa very friondless, when ha
wnd gent to Charterbonss School ae s boy oo tha foonda-
tion. Thare ha firet mat J b Addfann.

Addiacn sning of b olecieal family : his father, Lancolot,
kad besn & poor elsrgyman, IMis prandfather had beld »
poer living in Westmoreland. His mothear was & alergy-
man's deoghter. An niele hecame FEilehop of Bristel
when ihat ses gave the titla of Dishop with sn inooras of
24D m r, Addiron'm fether, however, was an ahls
man, and had n frisnd b Josaph Wilinteeon, aftarwards
Eir Joseph, and & of Btate, who gave bim the
livin Milstom, in Wiltshire, worth &120 a year.
this Eahldm:uﬂﬂr],and the Arethorn of the marriage was
gratefully named Joseph, after the ratron whe had mads
mnrriaﬂl;immihla, The same patron continnsd his
officea, Lancalot Addieon hed bieamn Dean of Lichficld
when ho gent hia som Joseph to the Charterhonse,

Stesle nand Addison aa schoolboye were alika in deep.
seated religions feeling, wnd in the poseession of that
genind whioh has made their nomes ptdll plassmnt in oar
earez. They differad 1g-em.tly in exte accidente of
chargiter, Steals, with an Irich warmth of lkindliness,
was frank, socisl, forgetfal of himeelf; Addieon wag
resarved, ghy, and, axoapt in fres intevcourse with » few
intimate friends, embarrassed by self-consoicoensss.  Theas
ware tmore differsoces of tempernment that made eagh
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friend more delightful to the other: the bond that held
them friends for tife eame of their likemers in essantiale,

At differant dates, Addison and Stesle went from
‘anhool to difforemt aollepea st Oxlord  Addison distin.
guizhed himeself by acholarabip, and excelled in writing
Latin versa. He wrote aleo come pisoes of Englich verse
which Dryden printed i3 a volume of his © Miscellanies,™
and he ment, in 1605, to King William, fhrough Tord
Somers & paper of verses on capture of Namunr, In
1687, Addisan sent to the ather chiel sanong Whip sintes-
men, Tharles Montsgn, who was hitoeelf & wit nnd sobolar,
ponea Latin verees on the Feace of Eyswick. In 1688,
Homera and Montapgu drew Addison frotn préparation far
the Church by ﬂﬂ'ﬂ'l"l'l'lgl him a traveliing allowanee of
£300 & year to enahle him {0 prepare himealf for diplo-
matic service, sl ha had yeceived a ot appointment
when tha degth of K_tng William pnt an end to Addison’s
allowdnes, and 0 publie cocopation for the tme. Ade
dieon, boweyer, continued his ttovels, poobably as com-
ponion or tntnr tn & Fonng gentleman,  Before his retorn
o England his father died, and & little money came to
him thut chabled him to pay, with interest, hie eollegre
dehte, After Addiaon'e raturn to England, Charles
Momfagn, remembaring hew the promiving young Whig
had bocn drawn aeide, ke promase of obld Whigs, frvm tha
et for whick he had been intended, took an esrly
op ity of helping Addison to recover his fonthold
on tho patls by hod been asked to ohooss. At Montapgn's
suggestion, Godolphin invited Addienn to write & poem
on tha DBattle of Blunheim, gave him at onoe a amall
office of £200 &8 year s 0 Commissiober of Appeal in the
Exeise, and promised move. The poer writton epon such
invitation was “1he Cesrpoign,” and upon its Fuooess
Addiscn oltainad further ad vancemsent,

Breele, abt n tmae of public danger, hod 1eft eollage to
enlint as o privete in tha Celdstream Guards, and hnd
boen made secretary to the colonel of the regiment, Lord
Ootes, who pove him on ensipo's oommiksion. Ag s

nardsman, Htesle had pablished, in 1701, his ““Christisn
g[um.' an Jhrgument provieg that no Prinaiplss buos
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thoss of Religion wmre snfflciant to make a Great Man"
He had then writtan threa livaly comedies, free from the
immorality and profaneness which then diatingniskod
piscas written for the atage, and with sarmestness b the
beart of them sll, Yteals rejoined his friend Addison
when Addison retorned to London from his travels, and
even then, aa he tells ue, Bteele had expressed to Addison
& wish that they might some time or cthsr publish a
work, written by them both, which ghould bewr the
nams of % The Monnnrent ™ o memory of their friendahip.
i The Spectator ™ in that Mopnment

Early- in 170G Addisnvn waee muady Tndor-Secretary of
State to Bir Charles Heedgesn Ha remained it thet oflica,
et tha end of the year, nnder Marthorongh's rom-in-lawr,
the HBarl of Sonderland, who becamo thenceforth Addi-
pon's especinl patrob. aon wrote also in chist yaar,
for the ungusoessful opera of # Eosamond,” o libretho, in
whioh he foond cccasion for more celebraticn of tha
glory of tha Irake of Marlborouph. Bteola, ufter whart
onion with & wife who 'died soon after marriape, was
marred in 1707 to 2 friend of his first wife's. ith
waa, in those daye, senomy hie Iriends,  Defoe's “ Baview
ptmrted on the 19ch of Fohroary, 1704, woa & pr.rh't-lml
jonrnal that had a sopplement dEla.Iing with mino
morals n & wholosorme and diverting way, Steela peatog
to hare thought thia notion worth fulier dewolopment,
and on the 12th of April, 1709, he hegan, nndur thn
onme 0of Y The Tatler,” a ponny paper, which
t.hreﬁtmealwﬁekmlti] ite olorae om tho 8nd of a.nna.rj',
1711.

‘I‘he design of *The Tatler " was wholly Steelo invon-

on wae going to Itelotd ma chief eecretary te

l.'..urd Wharton when the paper was about to appear, and
cnly guesssd ife authomhip from a passage in one of fte
cariiest nombers. Addisen sent w paper or twe from
Ireland; but complete mooess had been secared by Bteale,
and mp;hty numbers had appeared, when Addison returned
to tow, and waa drawn LY hie friend into £all eellabora-
Hon in a form of writing that for the first tme, gave
play to his best powern. Steels, in his ganama Way.
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clalmed as his own ohief praise that, by the invention of
thir form of periodion] eesay addrassed to the main hod
of English readors, ha had given Addieott to the wor
But for this Addison's sensitive reserve would have
restrighed him to the sopapied forme of work that then
allowed little room for the exgoisite homonr and the plsy
of refined thought thut eharmed, in his talk, the private
Triends with w. alone hs waa at eass, Steals dro
“Tha Tatler * only for the bold porposs of reprodomng
it, ax a dafly ponny paper, ander the neme of “The
Bpeotator.” He hnd been enconraged by soocess, and waa
gonfident in power of prodocing a daaly eseay with his
triend Addiwen's help. “ Tho Tatler " ended in 1711, on
the 2nd of January. The frst numbar of “ The Bpectator™
B d o the 1st of March, the two frisnds being then
e hittle tnday forty yoars of apa.

When “The Thtler ™ hegan ita gourse, Swift had just
been gmuosing the town in the charscter of Bicke: N
panuing aatrolopor, with hin Predictlon of the Death of
Pertridge the Almonac Maker, and the letter in which ha
profiessed to descrite to & Parson of Quality the * Fualfil-
ment of the Prediction.”  Stecle, taking up the joke, took
ap with {& the nume of Bickerstal, and ha was then led
to dovolop the Astrolnger into the constant fipure of hia
* Tatler " paper. .

Yo provids a correspending centre of life for the new
apries, he sketohed the plan of the Spectator Club, which he
and Addiron, with ceeasfons] help from friends, proceeded
to davelup, e is Bape set forth,

H. M.




Sk RogeElr DE .COVERLEY

AT

THE SPECTATORE CQLUB

OF CLUBE IN GENERAT

—Tigria gt ralidd cum tigrida pocem
Terpeiuam, KEGE e M COTIeRid BITHE

J0¥,, Sab. xv. 163,
Tiger with tger, bonr wiih Dear you'll find

In lumgues offenalre aud Galensiva joined.
Tare

Maw is sald to be & socinble animal, and 88 an instanse
of it we may obasrve that we tako all cecasions and
pretences of forming ourselves into thoae little moe-
turnal sssemblivs which are commonly known by the
name of elubs., When a wet of men find themselves
agree in auy particular, though never so trivial, they
establish themsslves into & kind of fraternity, and
meet once or twice a week apon the ascount of such a
fantastic resomblance, I know a coneidersble market-
wwn, m which there was & club of fab men, that
AT=33



