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PREFACE.

Wuite collecting waterials for the prezent biogra-
phy, I bhave met with unexpeeted difficulties in pro-
curing authentic information from the contemporaries
of Blennerhiassett. This is to be aceounted for in the
plain simplicity of most of bis neighhours, who took
but Tittle inlercst in his scientific pursuits—of which
they conld neither anderstand the philosophy, nor com-
prehend ilie meaning,  The consegquence was., ihey
associated but little with the man, and their acquaint-
ance was derived more from what they saw, than from
what they heard.

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge the courtesy of
Dr. 8. . Hivpeetn, of Mavietta, in permitling me
the use of the various historical incidents which his
asziduity and love of the cwious have reseued from
oblivion. From the Blennerhassett Papers, published
by Winnrax Warrace, Esi., I have made liberal quo-
tations. To Maj. Ilorace NyE, of Putnam, and Col.

1 B



G IPREFACE.

Josepr Banker, of Newpert, I am alike indebted for
mueh valuable matter—rendered move interesting from
the fact that they were eye-witnesses of some of the
acenes I have attempted to deseribe.  Others have
furnished me with materials; Imt the multiplicity of
their names must exeuse fheir non-appearance.

I have been careful to introduce nothing, as faet,
but what has been fully corvoborated by living wit-
nesses. Nor have I attempted to seveen from the
public eye the infirmitics or faults of the suhjeets of
these pages; while, at the same time, I can truly say,
iheir virtucs have not heen exnggerated.

The work is now submitted to a charitable pnblic,
with a knowledge of itz many imperfections. More
glilful hands might have avoided mahy Fanlts with
which I am justly chargeable, and rendered it far more
palatable to the reading erifie.
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