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any current aceepiation of any term. A pertinent question,
however, in this connection is whether the pleasant as anch is
good, or whether it is good because it is desired. There seems
t0 be no way of answering this question dogmatically. If one
insists that for him the pleasant is good, just because it is
pleasant, that puts a stop to all discussion. It is well therefore
to recognise the ultimateness of this definition of the "pood’ &s
the pleasant, and the justifiability of this usage.

The second meaning of ‘good’ iz "desived.’ Whatever we
wish for, is in a0 far 'good’ in this signifieation of the term,
whieh is likewise very common and shonld no more be criticised
than the actually current signification of any other term in gen-
erel use. It may also be pointed out that it is guite possible to
reconcile the definition of *pood’ as “pleasant’ and that of
‘good 7 a8 * desired,” by referring to the peychological faet that
what is pleasant is generally also desired. Now whether we say
that a thing is ' good ' just because it is pleasant, or whether we
say that the pleagant thing is 'good’ becanse us pleasant it in
desired, is, as we have alrsady indicated, to be decided only by
an arbitrary choice in favor of ooe or other of the two possible
definitions, Personally 1 must confess that I prefer {0 merge the
firet meaning of ‘good’ as ‘plessant ' into the second menning
of it ag ‘desired,’ for the reason that the second can easily be
made to inelude the Brst by reference to the psychological fact
just stated, Thue our list of the varions mesnings of the term
ia ghortened, and we pet a more comprehbensive comeeption,
ineluding both the ‘pleasant,’ becanse what is pleasant is
desired, and also things not pleasant which may likewise be
desired,

If, howaver, it be said that nothing is desired unless the
iden of it is pleasing, it mey be answersd thut into the paycho-
logieal guestion thus bronght np it is not necessary to enter here.
It is & much mooted question, and there are many who cannot
accept the statement that pleasantness and oonpleasantness are
the ooly incentives to desire. 'When paychologists of the stand-
ing of James deny the oniversal prevalence of the law that
motives of action are plessant or unpleagant, it were well to be
egntions in committing ourselves to the acceptance of the law as.










