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THE PROBLEM OF IRELAND.

.

THE determination now tc be made of
the future status of Ireland must give
rise to tendencies in all the molecules
composing the Imperial body. Mr. Reid,
the author of Way F am a Liberal, in his
later pamphlet, on Home Rule, attacks
the very term, ‘the Empire.’ He would
convert the existing legal conception of a
vast people, united by a common allegiance
to their Crown, into the conception of a
series of voluntary alliances—a sort of
partnership at will—between a number of
B



2 Nationalism, or Imperialism ?

independent nations, of which the new
Irish nation would be the type.

Mr, Reid's contention, therefore, serves
the very useful purpose of calling attention
to the fact that, in facing the proposals
regarding Ireland, England stands at the
parting of two roads. She has to decide once
for all what shall be henceforth the legalised
theory of the world-wide British State.
Shall the new theory of local nationalities
become established 7 Or shall the existing
Constitutional theory of a United Empire
be—not barely conserved—Dbut made the
aim of further constitutional development
and ‘held up as the object of patriotic
sentiment ?

Let a Canadian, above all, be heard
to protest against the entirely fallacious
assumption that the case of Canada is an
illustration that patriotism is a sentiment
that can be duplicated. The question of
local autonomy in Canada has never in-




Nationalism, or Imperialism ? 3
volved a thought of that question—of a
local as against dn Imperial national alle-
giance. Local control of legislation and
administration was demanded, and was
granted, on the ground of practical expe-
diency alone. The Irish proposals of
Mr. Gladstone, and the arguments used
in their favour, have, for the first time,
raised the broader issue. The decision
of that case will form the first precedent;
and as a precedent it must prove all-
important in determining in which direc-
tion the current of Imperial policy is to
be directed.

The Mayor of an Irish town has lately
distinguished himself by declining to take
part in the Jubilee services at Westminster,
on the ground that the Royal Lady in
whose honour he was invited was a
“foreign’ Sovereign. By resolution of the
Council the terms of the reply have been
perpetuated upon the minutes of the



