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Prefarce

Nearly six years ago, in September, 1912, my wife and I at-
tended the annual revalon of the descendants of the Thomas J. and
Henrletta {Howells) Powell family, held at Converse, Ind. At this
reunion it was suggested that a family history be atarted, and kept
by the asgoclaton, It being Enown that I had in my possession
numerous cantury old letiers written by the Powell ancestors, smd
I being one of the older descendants and having a wide acquaintance
in the family, I was called oo for a apeech but having no talent in
that line, [ declined, promielng that I would have a paper to read by
the mext reuniom. After due consideration, however, [ took [t on
mysell to compile a complete gonealogy and history of the famlly,
asking or receiving no compensatlon, other than the conscionsness
of having trigi to do something for the bhenefit of the coming genera-
tione. Having no children of my own, 1 deslred In some way o help
the children of those who bhave been more fortunate than myaelf, in
handing down to them the noble examples of Chrletian charity,
parental affection, temperance, Industry, onselflshness and strict
honesty of our foreparents; a most nobls inheritance, which cannot
fall to be an inapiration toward higher ldeals and tetter living. I
make no pretentlons to Hterary ability, but ln my own way, I have
made & great endeavor to gather every avallable fact and arrange
them in a8 intelligible form ae I could, I heartily thank those who
80 Kindly assisted me in my work and gave me @o many words of
encouragement and commendation, which at times I surely needed
ln my great effort to get in touwch with the nearly elghi hundred
descendanis Im twenty-fve different staies; and to gel a correct
Eeneslogy and an authqnflc_l:lgtﬂ;r, .

To the numerous gevéndantis (df 'the Powell Family and Its
branches, I am plehtad fo’ dbdifatd this book; and If, aa I am
slocerely trustiog, tbelr lives have been made better, because of it
then my highest hopes will have boen realized,

Most affectionately, your cousin,
W. D. BHIRE.
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History and Genealogy of Thomas . and
Henrietta (Howells) Fowell

The head of the house of Powella, W. D. Howells lnforms me,
was David Powell, who as he remembers the talk about him, was B
man of codsiderable etate and svbstance, and he thinks he resided
In Bouth Wales,

David's ‘brother, Wiikam, was the father of Thomas Joseph
Powell, the history of whom, with his wife, Henrletta (Howalla)
Powell, and thelr descendemts, it is the object to compile in this
book. Wm. was for many years the ateward over Lord Oxford's
estated, and in time becams wealthy. He was consldered one of the
largeat, if nod the largest man fn England. We are fnformed by
Mary Davis, whose ancestors were wall soquainted with the family,
that five ordlnary men were tuttoned In his walstcoat (vest}, her
great uncié being one of the men. In driving about the astates he
had an attendant, who wes sexted in the back part of his chalse,
who would get off and open and close the gates for him. He no
foubt was a resident of Wales, as one of his own estates, deslgnated
and kmown as “Messelan” was situated fn Radnorshirs, in the
Province of Wales, and In the parish of Lanblster. Another known
a3 "Brincough" was located {n Lilrndegley Parish. His son Thomas
‘was left only a Iife interest In said estates, 1t belng theo as now the
costom in England, that the estates should be kept intact, and
handed down to each succeeding generatlon, through the oldest
fon. We ere informed that Willlam's wife was a well educated and
highly esteemed woman: she was a very affectionate mether and
davoted a great deal of her tlme to teaching her daughters, not ohly
book learning, but io every day's life work.



Farenis of Fenrietta Emuells

On the Howells alde of ocur family, I belleve I can start back
abowt the year 1600, with our great great grand father, of whom W.
¢, Howella In his memeir “Life in Ohlo 1813-1840," thus writes,—
"He was & watch and clock maker, and it ls probable that & gemfus
for mechanics, that Is active at this time in the family, may have
descended fromn him;" and W. O. Howells writes me, “I know noth-
ing of our families back of our great grand father Howells, unleas
it may be that his father wasz petiled ag & clock maker In London,
in Queen Anne's tima, I have o great grandfather's clock with the
inseription on the dial ‘George Howells, Dearfold, and 1 conjecture
this George Howells to have been our great great grandfather”

Our great grandfather, Thomas Howells, was born in the
county of Radnor, Wales, and when a young man went to London
to begin Ufe as a watch maker where he metl Miss Susannah Bees-
ley wiom he later married. She was a woman of superlor qualties,
with & strong rellglous sentiment aod teste for poetry, which traits
we weall know our grandmother (her daughter) inherited to a very
great degres, W, D), Howells writes with reference to the Howells
ancestry,—"We were all entiraly Welsh untll our gremt granmother
came infto ihe famlly, she was English and apparently the best of
ug.” Soon after their marriage, they removed to Hay, where he
engaged in the manufacture of Weleh fSannels, a favorite style of
woolen goods at that time, So that all may see what a task [ have
In the compilation of thls famlly history, o that it may be entirely
authentic, kindly allow me here to quote from different sources on
the same suwbiect.

From a skeich my mother wrote forty years ago, I guote thus,
“Boon after the Revolutlonary war my grandfather, Thomas Howells,
came over to this country, with some woolen goods and with lettera
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of lntraduction to the governor of Penn., who offered him six thou-
2and acres of land &t A slx panse per, a. if he would come over here
and establish woolen milla. Qrandfather wanted to come, but his
wife would mot comeent bo 1t." And I gather this from W. C.
Howells' hook. "I have often beard that my grandfather made &
Jjourney to thia country during the presldency of Gen'l Washington,
bringing with him a goamtdty of Welsh flannels, which he sold to
good advantage. He landed these at Philadelphias, where he made
the acquaintance of the prealdent, who recommended him to aettle
In Virginda near the new ¢ity of Washington then just fcunded., He
fell In with the project so far as 1o bargain for a large tract of land
near the Potomae River, for which he wes to pay an Hnglish ghilling
per acre. But afier returning to Englawnd he gave it up, I have
never learned exactly where the land was, bot H the tract was as
large as I have heard it was (several thousand scres) there {m mo
doubt #hat much of it Is not worth a shiillng en acre mow. Some
members of grandfather’s famlly have fancled that we had “Castles
in Bpain” on this land, bat F conld never learn that he ever acqulrad
any title t> the land, and I rhlok his good bueiness habits forbld the
supposition that he lald owt money in such a sgpeculation.” Anpd
from & skelch sent me recently from Ohlo, by one of the descendants
T find the following-—"Our greal grandfather was extensively en-
Eaged In the manufacture of woolen goods in England, and waa
induced 10 come to the United States and eatablish a factory in New
BEngland, by Gen'l. George Washington. Dowbtless hiz ssttlement in
thip eountry induced grandfather Powell to come to Ameriea”

In thls case T am [neloed to the beMaf that the W. C. Howells
statement 18 more probably correct. In most cases where there are
differsnt reports, I choosa the ones that are aubstantiated by old
records and often by the old letters, 4 hundred and more yFears old,
which I fortunetely have o my posaesaion,

In the manufacturing of Bannels, he seeme to have been very
succesaful, amassing guite a fortune which ginre him the means of
malntaining & good social posltion, In a letter I received from W.
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D. Howells, In 1882, I read a8 follows,— I vialied the Hay when I
was last abroad, and found three old stone woolen mills, founded
by our great grandfather; one la now a gtable, ope a prioting ofice
and book store, one still & woolen mill, where I bought a very ugly
rug or blanket for tather.” |

I will here state, by way of explanation, that whenever I zay
OUR, I mean often onty to inclode my first eousing and myself.

I think it well to guote in part from some old lettera, which will
better acquaint us with our forafathers, and will enable us to judge,
somewhat, of thelr characters and understanding,

Ona from our great grandtathar."l‘hmaa Haowalls, to grand-
father and grandmother Thomas and Henrletta (Howells) Powell,
was dated at Hay Tth mo. 2&th, 1808, began thus,

My Dear Children:

I am gorry to And by Henrletta's letter rec'd thie day, that you
think, I am not so mindiul of ¥ou as you have a right to expect, but

In in this you are mistaken, * * * * Tt was folded 50 a8 to
enclose the writlng and anawer for an emvelope; then sealed with a
rod wax wafer, I have mot the exact date of the marrlage of our
grand parents, but the above showa they were married at that date.
To more definliely fix the date of thelr marriage, I will guote from
a letter I rec’d from Wm. Cooper Howells In 1892, ‘He wrltes,
« = « & “Ny father began lifa in Fmgland and with my dear
mother and me emlgrated to this country im 1808 Your grand-
father married my avot ebout the same tlme, and came to America
geveral years later * ¢ o+ wV

In another letter from our great grandfather, I find the date
when our grandparenta came lo Amerlen, gubte definbiely fized. I
quote it in part.

“Hay 11th Mo. 24th, 1817.
Dear Thomas:

When I loft thes and thy dear famlly last time st Leominstar, I
had no kind of doubt but thot wonld have rote 10 me from Liverpool,
a8 thou promised, but not belng so indulged, T &till expected thou



