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Introduction

‘We should try to develop, here in Newnrk, n group of
museumes, in the fields of art, science and industry, of
the modern type. Our Newark museninsg, that ig, shonld
be of immedinte practical value to Newark citizens, old
and young. They should uppeal to all of wos, to the
newer people as well ag the older. They should reflect
our indusiries, be stimulaling and helpful to our work-
ers, and promote an interest here and elsewlere in the
products of oor own shops, They =hauld be the hand-
maidens of our achools, helping te discover among our
thousandr of young people those taster and talents
which may lead thew to such accomplichments as will
bring profit, credit amd civility {0 onr eliy. Our
museums should do these thityrs in nll the fields they
touch: in fine art, in the applied arts, in induwstry, in
the mere making of honest goodr which iz itself a fine
art, aml in pure and applied science.

Ip thos deseribing in broad lerns the kinds of
musenms we ahould try to create here, T speak with con-
siderable asrurance. FHut, while we who are dsily at
work upon ovr very modest mopseuow beginnings feel
quite sure that we know in a general way foward what
emnl we should proceed, we find it difficult to dizcover
the details with which we may most wisely first con-
cern ourselves. This diffeulty waes mort keenly felt
when we faced, a year ago, the fact that our collections
and cases were growing very rapidly, ibat we had one
more small room only inie which we conld expond and
that we must there, so far ug possible, suggest to the
public the churacter of the work we believe the associa-
tion should take np as it grows and expands in later
years—the work, that is, which liez ontzide and beyond
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the obviously proper flelds of reulpture, painting, pure
and applied science, already outlined brlefly bot plainly
by our very small permanent exhibits.

Much study and mony discussions had led us, as I
have said, to certain generai conclugions as to the pro-
per treatment of thie last awvailable space. But we
Incked amsurance in details, just ax we lacked assur-

“ance concerning the details of the whbole scheme of
modern, live, popalar, teaching and inspiring musenms
which we had long before agreed should be the aim of
this association.

At thin crisla [ was fortonately able to send Miss
Loiise Counolly, educationul expert of the Free Public
Library, on a tour of inspection of some fifteen or
twenty of the musenms of the conntry, and to get from
her a report on the very questions we were facing.

Miss Clonnolly, while not a speciulist in sany branch
of urt or science or indvstry, has knowledge of schol-
url¥ quality in all three, and of considerahle depth in
the last two, having taken itwo degrees in seience,
worked ag a student in the Natlional Musenms, and
assisted the late Pr. Henry {Jannett in the writing of his
Commercial Geogruphy. She hus also been for years a
teacher and superintendent in the public gchoole of New
Jersey. And she was trained under the late W. B.
Powell, Buperintendent of the Washington Schools, in
such employment of museums and government agencies
for the edueation of the young as has probably never
been duplicated in America. For the purpose of thia
inquiry, the closs relations of the musenms und the
FPubliv Library enabled us to obtain Miss Connolly's
services for an investigation into what modern museums
are preaching and practising as to their educational
functions.



Miss Connolly read the Directory of American
Musenms, and marked the names of 82 musewms which
seemed likely to yield profit alomg the line of our
inguiry. To these she wrote, asking for information,
either through printed matter or by letter, on the
special features of their edvcational activities. To
these queries she received in reply T4 letters and 130
printed documents of more or less relevance. These she
read, marking passages of interest, and from the stody
of these and other sources of information was made a
tentutive itinerary, later revised and expanded.

Bhe vigited firgt, the Metropolitan Musenm of Art,
the New York Zoological Park, the Amerlean Murenum
of Natnral History, the Aquurivm, the Children’s
Mugenm in Bedford Park, Brooklyn, the Musenm of the
Brooklyn Acgdemy of Arty und Bciences, the Industrial
Museum of Cooper Union, and the musenm collected by
the New Jersey Department of Education at Trenton.

Then she took a shori eastern trip ineluding, in Box-
ton, the Moseum of Fine Arts, the Moseum of Nutural
History and the Children's Museum; in Woreester, the
Art Museum, the Mugeum of the Natoral History Asso-
ciation, and the Children’s Musemin of Clark Uhivers-
ity ; in Providence, the Roger Williams Park Moseums;
in Washington, D, C,, the Bmithsonian, and its Chil-
dren’s Room, the Natiomal Mueewm, incloding the
departments of geology, biology and ethnolopy, und the
Rureau of Education; in Philadelphin, the Academy of
Fine Arte Musenm, its Alumni Club, the Commercial
Depurtment of the Philadelphia Museams, the Muoseum
of the Academy of Natural Seiences, and the Wagner
Free Institute of Sciehces. She already knew fairly
well the work of the Musevm in Fairmount Park and
that of the Drexel Institute.
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