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PREFACE.

SES S T

TeE following sketches, which embody in a fow words
the result of many years’ sxperience, are put forth
not to promote any private ends, but with the view
of meeting a grest public want For the under-
taking itself I meke no spology, because I fancy 1
have something to sy ; but for the manner in which
the self-imposed tesk is executed an spology is due,
because it is far below the subject. For this, then, I
crave indulgence upon the ground that the papers
were written rapidly at the close of the day's waork;
and had they not beem so written would never have
been penned at all  If the effect of the accompanying
papers shall only be o provoke some abler man to
come forth, and more thoronghly discuss the whole
subject, I shall consider I bave not laboured in vain ;
and should the ultimate result be the taking of a
healthier view of schools and achool-life, I shall feel
that wy object has been attained
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Ix his beautiful essay prefixed to * Doddridge’s Rise
and Progress,” the inimitable Foster has sketched the
possible biography of & pook, touching in his suggestive
way upon its parentage, circumstances of birth, and
career ; that is, upon its author, the occaaion of ite
being written, &nd the influence it will exerl. He has
thus awakened in the minds of his readers a reverence
a.pp'i‘m'hing to awe on taking up e book, lest some of
the sad possibilities suggested by the anthor's fertile
brain should befall them. Now, had the essayist,
instead of specolating upon the possible biography of
a book going forth into the world, apeenlated apon the
biography of & oHmLp: had he traced his possible
history from the cradleto the grave, reminding us of
all the good or evil he might achieve in the ordinary
term of life; reminding us what hidden forces it
might be given him to reveal, what abstruse problems
to solve, what difficulties to remove, what suffer-
ings to alleviate ; or on the other hand what evil
to disseminate, or what rmin to amatter aronnd him,
— what desolated learths, what broken hearts,
what perverfed ressoming to spread oo every side
—gurely his readers would have risen from the
contemplation with juster thoughts end with more
chastened foelings than they nmow often entertmin in
reapect of their children ; they would have gazed
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with a veveremoe approaching to awe upon the innoeent
babe given them to train, and wonld fervently seek
the wisdom which cometh from above that they might
train him aright.

The forces for evil placed within the human hand
are a0 mighty that they make themselves falt on all
sides ; for while in owr hands good fs generally the
work of & life-time ; evil, inealoulable evil, is the work
of & moment ; while the good that i= done iz generally
confined to isolated acts, the'svil that men do is various
and perpetual ; while the good we do is the result of
effort, the evil we do iz spontanecus ; and while it
requires the willing co-operation of many to aceomplish
anything of valug, it iz in the power of one sinner to
destroy much good. Who then can calenlate when he
sends forth hia child into the world what may be its
possible foture ! He knows, indeed, there are varions
oceasions of evil, but who can tell how firmly or how
frequently his child will resist them ; he knows also
there ia promised help for good ; who can tell with
what fidelity, or with what earnestness and constancy
his child may seek to secore it 7

Surely then no small share of responsibility rests
upon all who have the care of children—a responsibility
which, however fuithfully discharged, camnot always
ensure a prosperous resalt ; bat, which, neglected, is
almogt certain to end in ruin and misery, either to the
children themseclves, to their parsnts, to society, or
even to all of them together.

Innumerable questions about school-life, some of
them trivial, and some of the most momentous kind, .
perpetually throet themselves upon ws. It heas been
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with a view of meeting the most pressing of these,
and of affording help to parenta in the educstion of
their sons, that the following pages have beem put
forth, Bhould any guestion, legitimately within the
renge of the subject, have been overlooked, and the
reader remind me of it, I will endeavour om & future
occasion to supply the deficiency.
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