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PREFACE.

Tue following treatise iz only a eontribution
toward reverential thoneht vpon divine things
and not an effort to end controversy,  What it
omits of sacred trath is not, thercfore, to Le
held as denied, doabted or even slighted ; and
what it dwels upon iz not purposcly pushed
forward into relatively wndue prominence.

This little worl does not presmme to rebuild
the ruins of the observatories of thig or that
school, bt vather to show that patience and
veverenee and spiritunlity ean study the heavens
anywhere in the open fiekls, 1t is written in
Liope that it may strengthen fuith and conrage
in the hearts of gome that faller, paniestricken
over the perils wldel in this age beset the eanse
of religion ; and it utters the firm and ealm be-
lief of the author, that, though stand-points
may change and conceptions enlarge, the Trath
will prevail.

St. Arpans, V7,
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THE OUTERMOST RIM,

PART I

CHAPTER 1.
THE HORIZOXN.

IRt an enipsra fen 4 man ! What a atrange claelic,
aned contraidictory delny ) Fudye of all things, fecble carth-
qoornt I deporitosy of feudk, mate of wncetaindy! glory and
baedd af the Uwfverse ] IF e beast dmaelf, £ atare Kim o if
ke heemlle Finself, T plory in Nim ; and £ always conlrpdict
im G Re comprodiends ot e i an incomprelensisle mon-
sher, "—TASCAL.

Ox the castern shore of the Lake of Geneva
there stands wellpreserved an ancient castle,
with draw bridge and moat, with tarrets and
donjon-keep. Time has dealt gently with
Chillon, and the storms of ages have but
roughened its walls for ereepers and lichens.
It rises from the blue waters of Leman in the
foreground and contrasts with the green slopes
of Villenenve in the background—colossal, for-
midable and picturesque as ol old.

On one summer’s day, three men of different
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