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INTRODUCTION

Tug celebeaied Corron Matser, so distins
guished for hiz systematic usefulness, was accus
womed, almost at every entry in his diary, to insert
in connexion with the letters G, T, (good devized),
some usefal project which he intended forthwith
to put in execution. Under date of April 5, 1712,
we find the following :—

“G D. I have thooghis of publishing a book
of Pastoral Desives, expressing the desivable
thines which a faithful minister will wish to see
amang bz pesple.  There may be many good
eonseqaences of soch an action.™

At u subscguent time the followisy was writ-
fen t—

“ G DL My book of Pastoral Desires is now got
through the press ; and now, with many and ar-
dent eries to the glorious Lord for his assistance,
[ will set myself to visit all the families of my
numerous flock ; and with all possible solemnity
dispanse the suitable admonitions of piety unto
all serts of persons i them ; sod then leave the
book in each of the families, with my reguest,
that every person therein may peruse it, and par-
taks of his own portion in it.”
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This venerable man displayed great practical
wigdom, a3 well as benevolence of Lieart, in hLis
habit of recording every useful project, and afier-
ward putimg itto the test of expenment. A good
thought should never be lost,  Dr. Fronkliin ae-
knowledged his great oblizgations to one of the
little essays which this distingvished preacher
and pastor prepared for his own people.

The author of the Gllowing pasteral addresses
nas fallen upon a similar method of doing good.
It strikes us as peculiarly beautiful and appropri-
ate. An oeeasional address from a pastor to his
own peaple npon any one of the great topies of
practical religion, must have its advantazes over
any other ract however excellent. It is like a
letter from a friend, and is adapted 1o produce
happy and indehible impressions.

When Dr. Payeon was dead, and his remains
were earried to the church, where he had =0 fre-
quently and faithfully dispensed the word of life,
his weeping people saw a paper lying on his mo-
tionless brease, placed there at his own request,
with this inscription: *Remember the words
which I spake uoto you while T was yet with
you.!  How could any withstand the tooching
appeal! A short address, rich with trath, and
warm with affection, oecasionally distributed
ameng a people by their pastor, may be read and
remembered by them when his voiee is silent, and
his form has mouldered back to dust.

The following addresses, as we are informed by
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My, James, were never intended for publication,
bt having been found to be vseful to his own
church, they wers, in accordance ‘with repeated
requests, given to the publie, and have met with
an extensive circulation in Great Britain. The
topies diseussed are practical; their spirit evan-
gelical; the style simple; and manner affection-
ate. We see not why the pastors of large chorches
cannol imitate the plan 1o advantage. Why
should not the press be subsidized, in aid of the
pastoral work, as wel: as the pulpit?
Wi L

New Yomk,
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