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FTREFACE,.

RerEaTEDLY a5 we have had in the conducting
of this little wark to colleet and present fo our
readers the obitbary of the past yeur,—the simple
record of the names and ages of oor departed
frianda even when vnattended by any acde or com-
mmi, has pot ceased to be both interesting and af-
fecting to us. There i an cloquence in these braef
notices of mortality when collented together, which
does really come homme to our feelings. They
speak a truth surely scknowledped by os, bat of
which, nevertheless, we need to be continually
reminded, that ** one gencration passoth away,
and snother cometh,” and that our ** 1ife iz but a9
avapour ' on the sarth. Yet brief, uncertain, and
““hut ne a shadow as our life iz, how ail-im-
portant is the little space of {ime which it em-
braces, and which 18 allotted to os for the greatest
of all works. It is the stage in which we travel
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to everlasting blessedness or o etermal woe. Let
us not slamber, bot ** work while it is day—the
might cometh in which no man can work." What
& call to serionaness and sarncstness is presented
to us in thoss words ; and if we might here for a
moment open our hearte to our readers, we
wounld utter this ozll to seriousness and earnest-
nesa, with all the depth aml amphasis of which we
are oapable. It ia always our duty to be serious,
but if we misiale not the aspect of the present
times—the state of oor little commupity—the
circumstances of our beloved couniry—and io-
detd we might aay, of the myilized world, call
upon 8 with cspecial fores to °F work while it i
day”—to be waiching wnto prayer, with our loins
girded, ready for say portion of service eitber in
action or suffering, which may be allotted to ua,
Ohb!l that we felt more of the constraining love of
CUhrist, "*becanse we thos jodge, that if One died
for all, then were all dead : and that He diad for all,
that they whish live should not hencaforth Jive unto
themselves, but unto Him which died for them and
rose again.’ 2 Cor. v, 14,15. Borely the living con-
viction that we wers afl dead in trespasses and sins,
and that Christ has died for v all, would goicken us
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both to love and earnestnessin thedaily wallcof faith,
and in that fidelity into which (rue faith invariably
leads. How many of a8 live as iff these troths had
never been brought to our ears, or offersd to owr
hearts! Yet, it is certain, that if we die in the re-
jection or non-appreciation of them  as the great in-
fuential principles of our condact in life, Christ, as
regards us, may be spid tohavelived and died invain,
and whither he has pons, wa shall never come.
Onr fathers in religious profeesion were, a8 we well
know, men of desp rerionsoess and esrpestness in
ralationto thesetroths. Theyknew and oftan spoke
of the terrors of the Lotd for sin, and of those
mercies which are the privilege of the true believers
in Christ. Livingm tha world, they lived ot of it
spirit, its mazims, and s fashlyns, and loving
Cherlst with their bearts, they followed Him in the
path of suffering which was allotted to thems hay-
ing n lively hope throogh grace, that as they sof-
ferad so they should also retgm with Him.

In this state of mind, we believe was to he found
the secret of their sucecess in wioning souls to
Christ. May wa be animatad by thrir cxampls to
goand do Likewise. For we are persosded that in
vo other state cun we ba enabled to labour effect-
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ually for the restoration of cur waste places, and
for the rebuilding of our dilapidated walls.

Amongst the acoconts which have been sent to
na the present year, mre some which have
uspocially interepted wi.  They speak of the im-
mediate work of Divine graee on the soul, which
often in very early lifa is foond to be drawing it
to the love and fear of (3od, end the hatred of
evil ; imstroctively exemplifyiog that inward war.
fare which is raized and maintzined between the
flesh mnd the spirit—betwean Christ and Batan.

Inoor first number of the New Serica (1843) we
stated the prineiples on which we propossd to con.
duct the work, snd we have endesvoored io the
suoceesive nombere to keep these principles steadily
in view—yet im the completion of our labours we
deeply feel their manifold imperfeetions, and we do
sincerely desire and hope, that the socceeding decade
of this little periodical, may be more worthy of its
character, homble aa that ia, than the precediog
ona has been.

It 1% not without some feclings of pain that we
take our leave of those fricods who have so kindly
from year to year supplied the chief matter of our
publication, and we degire also te acknowledge
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the kind condescension of our friends in gemeral,
who have corresponded with ue respecting the
notices of their departed friends, thus making
s delicate and somewhat difficult part of our duty
much more easy than wo bad anticipated.

We have for some years past, preposed to sup-
ply an index to the numbars of tha New Beries
of the Annual Meonitor already poblishad, and
we now ask our readers arceptmmoe of it for the
first nine numbears 3 1t has beet divided into thres
parts, under the idea that three numbers would
when bound form & volome, and we hope that in
future an index will be supplied onee in throe
Fears.

We have now ooly to bid our der friends
Jforewell—not o & formal or common-place man-
ner, but sincerely desiring that the blessing of the
Lord which maketh rich, and to which no sorrow
is added | may shundantly rest upen them.



