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INTRODUCTION.

To the student of history North Carolina presents
many phases and contrasts. It isa queer State, and one
often hard to understand. Many eclasses and distine-
tions have marked her life. There has been much of
politics—often too much. There has been some real indus-
try, though it has sometimes been misguided. There has
been intellectual and social culture, but this has been very
limited. Indeed it iz a State of a number of separate
forces, all having something in common, but held to-
gether by no very strong ties. The opposition to royal
rule and ereed early in our existence divorced Church
and State; and they have thus remained throughout our
history. The country was settled by many different.
peoples and under various conditions ; religious, econo-
mie, sovial and other causes gradually filled up the fer-
tile spots. The English, with a deep love for country
aristocracy, with clear distinetions of soeial classes, with
ideas of religion and civil rule of their own, settled and
made their mark upon the north-eastern part; the Qua-
kers, of simple and economic, free and peaceful dispo-
sitions, opposed to social distinctions, the north-eastern
and middle ; the Scoteh-Trish, of restless and indepen-
dent natures, made daring and intensely patriotic by the
conflicts in their own countries, the south-eastern, along
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the Cape Fear, and the section of which Charlotte is
now the eenter ; the Moravians, peace-loving and ener-
getic, that which is Forsyth county ; the Lutherans and
Germans, thrifty and prosperous farmers, opposed to
city life and crowded conditions, on both sides of the
Catawba and between this and the Yadkin; the French
Hugnenots as far north as Hillsboro and south as the
Pedee river ; the Swiss and Palatines at the junction of
the Neuse and Trent. All these made their distinet
markings upon each section and have shown their lifs
in their various institutions, especially their churches
and schools.

The State has never been united on any one great
question—on any one idea. Planted as separate ele-
ments and under various conditions and faiths, the
State is but an aggregation of many distinet forces, all
in the main having the same end in view, but endeav-
oring to attain this in different ways and by different
methods. T'his has been and is especially true in mat-
ters pertaining to education. Though the State Univer-
sity has existed more than one hundred years and done
her part well, yvet the majority of men, and all the
women unitil 15892, have received their education from
church and private enterprizes ; and these have failed to
reach hundreds and thousands. For the Iast forty years
orso o publicschool system has been experimented with ;
and for the past fifteen or twenty vears a good many
towns have levied a speeial tax and had graded schools
for nine months in the year. Still many, very many, of
the white population cannot read and weite. Theve are
now almost as many illiterate whites in this State as in
all the other of the original thirteen put together. It is
within very recent times that changes in public thought
and sentiment on this line have taken place ; and a good
deal of this is due to the worthy efforts of D, Charles D.
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Meclver, President of the State Normal and Industrial
College, and Dr. E. A. Alderman, President of the TIni-
versity of Worth Carolina. While there is an Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College for the whites at Raleigh,
an Apricultural and Mechanical College for the negroes
and a Normal and Industrial College for white girls at
Greenshoro, and several schools of a similar nature for
negroes at other points, none of them are old enough to
belong properly to history. One State, many church
and private schools, and a very poor public system, have
fought the battle with igoorance ; and fought it nobly,
but still there is a great deal to do.

The writer does not want to be misunderstood on this
point ; and does not say these words from a lack of
patriotism and true appreciation of his State’s history.
He has studied very carefully into the real life of its peo-
ple. He has seen many phases commendable and great;
others far below what they might be. There are latent
forces in great abundance, but there has been a decided
failure to cultivate them. There is strength of charac-
ter and intellect as vigorous by nature as any state can
supply, but it has rarely been moved to its best. The
manyv and great deeds of valor duoring the Civil War
have demonstrated to the world that many of our people
have the staff of which heroes are made. We are quiet
and econservative, yet strong and true ; and we have done
far more in our life than most people give us eredit for.
Still we have not done by any means up to the extent of
our abilities and opportunities ; and in the way of deep
interest and enthusiasm in edueation we have perhaps
done least.

As a rule the history of the State has never been writ-
ten, at any rate with much fullness and accuracy. TFor
the most part the standard histories are only political
treatise, and ignore the secial, religions and intellectual



