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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

My attention was first called to this book by the mere mention of
its title in the Acedemy. Having loog been in search of & good book
of the kind for myself, and for many othet teachers who had consulted
me, I procured a copy ; and the result was that | at once urged upen
my friends; Mesors. [ C. Heath & (o, its vepublication in this country,
with 2 confident assurance that it would furnish a valuahle aid in the
teaching of English just where such aid is most needed, —that is, in
the practical test and application of those rules of rght vsape which are
faught 1o meuch fop ok, yet 3o little verified and applied, in the habit-
nal school-teaching. Being thus in a certain sense responsible for the
book, 1 could not deny the duty of zaying a word in its behalf; yet
the auther’s own preface is so clear and so suffcient, with regard to
its purpose and itz right use, that he has left pothing for me to zay.
Teachets who will examine it will noty I thiok, need the sssurance of
the preface to the fifth edition, that it = fitted for wide usefulness
in many schools.  Iodeed, one of its ‘chief recommendations s that it
iz adapted to uze with emy English grammar, or wdthes! any at all;
and that, within quite an extensive ange of skilfully shaped exercises,
guited for different grades, it appeals always to the intellipent judgment,
without reference to any given rule.  If this word from me, who have
now for many years felt the want of just such 2 help for myself and for
others, should contribute to secure even the examination of this little
book, 1 should feel 1 had dooe, vicariously, = real service to what I
regard as In itself the most difficult, and in its results usually the most
unsatisfactory, branch of school work.

EDWARL 5. JOYNES.

SormH Camonma CoLLEGE,

March, 858,



REFERENCE BOOKS.

Every well-furnished achoo! libmry should inclnde the Ceitury
Dictipnary, the latest edition of Webster or Worcester, Stormonth,
Skeat's Etymological Dictionary, Murray’s A New English Dictionary,
and Smith's Synonyms Dizcriminated,

The following books deal, lo a greater or less extent, with common
errors in speech or writing or with English grammar. In most cases
they may be consulted with profit by the pupil as well as the teacher.

Ayres's The Verbalist (D. Appleton & Co.).

Hill's The Principles of Rhetoric {Harper and Brothers).

Hill's The Foundations of Rhctoric (Harper and Brothers).
Hodgson’s Errars in the Use of English (Ii. Appleton & Co.).
McElroy's The Structure of English Prose (Armstrong & Son).
Salmon's Longmans’ School Composition {Longmans, Green, & Coh
Bain's Higher English Grammar {(Longmans, Green, & Ca.).
Earle's English Prose (. P. Putnam’s Scns).

Morris's Historical Cutlines of English Aceidence (Macmillan & Cou).
Whitney's Essentials of English Grammar (Ginn & Co.).

Whitney and Lockwood's English Grammar {Ginn & Co.).

On the principles of Rhetoric the teacher should consult Wendell’s
English Compositinn {(Charles Seribner's Sons). For the history of
the English usage in regard to particular words see the Century Dic-
tionary, The New English Dicticnary, and Dr. F. Hall's Modern
English, his Recent Exemplifications of False Philology, and the
letters by him that appear from time to time in the New York
Nation.
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Part L

INFLECTION.

NOUNS.

- I.— Weonc Pumar ForMs.
II. — Wrong T'ossessive Foems,

Referencan: Whitney, séchions tzi=-ish; Moois, sections gr-g4, gp-1o1; Hige.
low, pp. 7%, 37: Meiklejohn, sections 17—2g, There are so w poaalble errors in
the formadon of ploralyi and possesshes — the only existipg noun-inflectizns
in English— that the pupil should learn once for all to avoid thems, Besiey
correcling the senfences given telow, he shounld also answer the guestions which
follow them. Whers his knowledge fails him, he can veadlly End the infarmation
he needs in the booka referved to above or in any trusteotthy dictionary, Before
beginning another exerclse, the acher should be sure that the pupil nnderstands
thoroughly the fow principles here involved,

EXERCISE 1.

1. Take two cupsful of flour, and oune of sugar,

z. He accounted for all monies received by him.

3. There are three Mary's in the class.

4. Eight Henries have sat on the throne of England.

5. I think that her two son-in-laws might support her.

. He generally forgets to cross his 15 or dot his is.
7. You can scarcely tell her 55 from her 3s.
8. Court-martials were held at various points to try the captured
insurgents,
9. How many cantoes have you read?
10. Such crisises may occur in the histery of any enterprise,
1



2 PART L —INFLECTTON

1. Summons were fssued for the chief offenders.

1z. These specimens belong to different penuses,

13. The animalculae in water can be seen quite plainly with it.
14. Many an early geological strata 1s thus clearly visible,

15. We have opened several cases of mens’ and boys' overalls,
16, Lock at the trains of these ladie's dresses.

17. Six month's interest was due on the note.

18. Ten days notice requires to be given in such cases.

9. I saw a sign with * Poat’s to hire ¥ on it

20, For goodness sake don’t let him know about it.

21, Virgils similies are mostly borrowed from Homer.

GUESTIONS.

1. What s the plural of: hamboo, cameo, canto, echo, embryo,
folio, grotto, hero, potato, octavo, piano, tworl

z. What is the plaral of : colloguy, valley, Heney 7

3. What is the plural of: aide-de-camp, animalculum, analysis,
appendix, bandit, hean, chefl d'cevuvre, cherub, cnsis, datem,
focus, formuls, genus, genius, hypathesis, index, larva, mem-
orandum, minutia, phenomenon, seraph, stigmat

4. What is the plural of | Gurman, Mussulman, talisman?

1" If the singuler #nds in ¢ precedsd by another vowel, the plurad B3 formed
regularly by adding . If the singulsr ends with o preceded by a consonant, the
plural is generally formed by adding es.  Froper names ending in o, and the foliow-
ing common nouns, togsibier with a few others from the mlian or Spanish bardty
Awnglicized, foren the plural regularly : —

albino duadecima Jjunta oelava guarto salo
canto fresco lassn piana eotundo stiletto
cenls grotio limbao PEOVISD =lvo torso
domino hado memanto pories SiTooLo tyre.”

— Rigelow's Handbsek of Puncluatfion,

27 Nouns ending In » preceded by a comsonant or by g form the plumal by
changing y into der, But if the » is preceded by a vowel, £ only i added for the
plural. Some proper oames ending in ¥, simply add 2 for the pluml; as, Meary,
Henryr; Tully, Tullys” — J5id,




ADFECTIVES. 3

5. What iz the plural of ; cannon, fish, gallows, heathen, trout,
summons

6. What is the plaral of : attorney-general, court-martial, charlotte
russe, knight-templar, man-servant, major-general ¥

7. What is the possessive case of: lady, ladies, princess,! prin-
cesses?

ADJECTIVES.
Errors in the use of

I.—THE 50-CALLED ARTICLES, an, @, and 2.
I1. — THE DEMONSTRATIVES, TRese and Fhose.
II1. — CoMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE FORMS

Referemcas : Whitney, seclions o1g—aar, rgF-aod; Morris, sectlons 1081100
Melklejohn, pi, =5, 32, 33.

EXERCIBE II.

1. What sort of a house does he live in?*

2. Such a man does not deserve the name of a gentleman,
There must have heen more than an hundred of them?®
Is he an Aftican or an European?

The government is a {an ?) hereditary monarchy.

A lion is the emblem of England.

She is entitled to the third of the property.

bl

el

i *A noun of more than one syllable endiog io a0 1 or s-sound sometimes omils
the posseasive sound, in order to avaid the disagresable repedition of hissing letters,
Im such a case, the apostrophe is writion alone at the end of the word,” = Whitney's
L premiials of English Grammar,

2 Here the indefinite anicls is quitc aonecossary,

& "The present rule is to use aa helore a vowelsound (iocluding & mute, as
das fowr) ; a Defore a consonsot-sound (including 4 sounded, and s, s with
sound of y§-, as @ Aesd, & oe, a cunwch, & awif). But in unaccented syllables,
many, perhaps most, writers still retain ae before sounded &, some evea before en,
», — a5, @r AUfrrian, on expbonie vone!, an waited appeal, — though this is all bt
obsolete in speech, and in writing 7 becomes increasingly common in this pesi-
tion," = Murray's A New Enclich Dictinenry,




