THE SEA-CHARM OF
VENICE, PP. 1-111



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649540402

The Sea-Charm of Venice, pp. 1-111 by Stopford A. Brooke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



STOPFORD A. BROOKE

THE SEA-CHARM OF
VENICE, PP. 1-111

ﬁTrieste






THE SEA-CHARM OF
VENICE
¥



THE SEA-CHARM

OF

VENICE

BY
STOPFORD A. BROOKE

¥

LONDON: DUCKWORTH & CO.

8, HENRIETTA STREET, COVENT GARDEN

1907

¢ i
B

S
J e
6/



All vighls reserved.



THE SEA-CHARM OF
YENICE

HEN Attila came storming into En-

rope, his conquesta may ba said to
have given rise to iwo great sea-powers,
His rosh on the north along the Baltic
ghores probably caueed so much pressure
on the continental English, that many of
them, all the Engle especially, Iefi their
landa, fonnd another countty in Britaim,
and gave it the name of England. I i
now, and has been for some ceniuries, the
mistress of the peas, both in commercs and
in war. Buit when Attila drove his war-
plough southward, he croseed the Alps,
and descended on the cities of the plain be-
tween Trieste and the Po. When he reached
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Altinum, Aqguileia, and the other towns bor-
dering on the lagoon, the Roman nobles,
many of whom might be called merchant-
princes, and their dependants fled to Tor-
cello, to Binlto, and to other islands where,
before the eongueror came, they had estab-
lished depfta for their trading, where the
fishermen and boatmen were already in
their pay. When the Goths followed the
invading track of Attila, the emipration of
the Roman inhabitants of the mainland to
the lagoon continoed year sfter year; and
out of this emigrant flight grew Venice, the
Queen of the Bea.

England was Teutonio, Veniee was Ro-
man; and as in England the Tenton de-
gtroyed the influence of Rome, s0 the Teu-
tonic invasion of Ifaly, with all ite new
elaments, never touched Venice. The Gothie
influenca left her uninfluenced Bhe alone
in Italy wae pure Boman. The English
race was mized with the Celtie race, bui
the Teutonic elements prevailed. But Venice
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was unmized. Bhe was alwayes singularly
Romen right down to the dreadinl dayn of
her final conquest, so that it may well be
said that Manin was uliimus Romarorum,
In constitution, in lawe, in traditions, in the
temper of her cifizens, in manners, in her
greatness, her splendour, even in her un-
bridled loxury and her decay, ehe was Bo-
man to the end. Ttaly was transmuied by
the Goth, but not Venics.

But owing to her origin she wae Rome at
Ses; and being on the edge of a sea which
naturally earried her war and trads to the
East, she was more of sastern than of
western Rome. Byzantinm, not the Iialian
Bome, wad her nursing mother, and ponred
into her the milk of her ari, her commerce,
and her eustoms. By this, also, she te-
mained cutside of Italy, and her position,
anchored in the sea off the Italian coast, is,
ag it were, a aymbel of her double relation
to Western and Esefern Rome, Whatever
change fook place in her Roman nature was
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made by the spirit of the sea on which she
bad mede her home. Commearcs waa foreed
apon her, and it was not difficalt for her to
take if up, for the Roman senaiors and
patricians of Altinum, Paduna, Concordia,
and Aguileis who tock refege on the islands,
had been traders befors they founded Ven-
ice, and only developed more fully in Vanica
that commsrce which they had practised
on the mainland. Aquileis had been for
years before the barbario invasion the em-
porium of & frade with Byzantium and
tha Danube. The trade was transfarred to
Venice. [t did nof, then, arise in Vexice,
but it was o greatly increased during the
centuries that the new city held the enst
in fes. From every port on the Medi-
tetranean, and from lands and sess be-
yond that inland lake, the trade of sast
and weet poured intc Yenice. To protect
her commerce ghe became a sea-power.
Her astruoggle for centuries with the pirates
formed her navy and her seamsn, both
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