THE CREEDS OF INDIA: AN HISTORICAL
SKETCH. A LECTURE DELIVERED TO
THE UDDINGSTON YOUNG MEN'S

MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER 9TH, 1879



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649508402

The Creeds of India: An Historical Sketch. A Lecture Delivered to the Uddingston Young Men's
Mutual Improvement Association, October 9th, 1879 by Sir Edward Colebrooke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



SIR EDWARD COLEBROOKE

THE CREEDS OF INDIA: AN HISTORICAL
SKETCH. A LECTURE DELIVERED TO
THE UDDINGSTON YOUNG MEN'S

MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER 9TH, 1879

ﬁTrieste






THE

CREEDS OF INDIA:

AN HISTORICAL SKETCH,

A LECTURE DELIVERED TO THE
UDDINGSTON YOUNG MENS MUTUAL IMPROVEMENT
ASSOCIATION, OCTORER grR, 1879,

BY

SIR EDWARD COLEBROOKE,

BART., M.F.

Yrinkts for Pribute Eizenlation,

"GLASGOW:
FRINTED BY W. G. BLACKIE & C0O., VILLAFIELD.
rB2a.






I have endeavoured in this lecture to give a popular account
of a series of changes amounting to revolutions of opinion,
which India has plassad through from the remotest time of
which we have any record. The reception my address met
with was very gratifying, and I was subsequently requested
to deliver it again to another andience. This has encour-
aged me to hope that my sketch may interest a larger
circle of readers, and I now send it forth in print. In pre-
paring it for the Press | have expanded it very considerably,
and after all it must be regarded as an outline of a very
larpge subject.

I had thought of prefacing this paper with some sugges-
tions to guide those who may desire to follow up the sub-
ject; but the materials are now very large, and scattered over
such a variety of publications that it would be difficult to
make a selection. There are very few systematic treatises
on subjects connected with the Vedic literature suitable to
the general reader. Some are referred to in these pages,
Works on Buddhism are in greater demand, and those who
desire further information will find the materials ready at
hand. It is very satisfactory to find that popular informa-
tion on all subjects connected with the antiquities of India
are now sought for by a larger circle of readers than was

the case sixty years since.
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THE CREEDS OF INDIA,

L
THE VEDAS.

The subject which I have chosen for this lecture will
appear to many of my hearers dry and, I fear, repelling.
I propose to carry you through a history of some three thou-
sand years, dealing with matters that cannot be presented
in a light or attractive form, but have been laid open by
the labour of scholars under circumstances of unusual diffi-
culty. Itisa history of religious opinion in a distant country
and in remotc ages, that presents none of those stirring
incidents which excite the imagination, and to which the
public usually turn when they open a chapter on the world's
history. It is drawn from no historical records, for India
has none, except what belongs to modern times. What
we know directly of the political events which have influ-
enced its destiny is chiefly derived from highly cultivated
nations like the Greeks,” who have come in contact with
them in ancient times, or in more recent times from the
Mahomedan conquerors of that country.

But India has a literature, and by its aid we learn some-
thing of the social life and religious opinions of its inhabit-
ants at different epochs, some of them far removed from
our time; and we know that they have undergone great
changes, and that these changes have had great influence
on hundreds of millions of neighbouring nations. I propose
to present you with a short sketch of them. The results,
I should add, have been worked out by the labour of suc-
cessive scholars, some of them being men of eminent genius.
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There are minds that feel a mysterious fascination in the
remote history of their own and of other countries. The
very obscurity which surrounds it constitutes the charm,
Though there is an uncertainty with regard to some passages
in this narrative, the main outline rests, in my opinion, on
the soundest criticism. :

As repards myself, I can only say, in justification of my
having taken it up, that I have been, to some extent,
familiar with Indian subjects from early days; that I was
specially led to the study of the matter I have taken in
hand about ten years since, when [ undertook the biography
of my father, a pioneer in the study of the literature of
ancient India, and one of the greatest oriental scholars of
his day; and I have since then followed with interest the
progress of oriental research both at home and abroad.

If I were asked to state in a few words the popular view
of India, as it prevailed some fifty years since, and which
exists toa certain degree to the present day, I should say
that it was a country a prey to the grossest superstitions,
and whose people are divided into castes, that place an
insuperable barrier between different classes, and form an
obstacle to progress and improvement; and that the present
condition of society has existed, with very little change,
from the remotest ages.

The public have been led into this error regarding the
past, and, to some extent, the present condition of this con-
tinent {for error it is), by the accounts which have come
down to us from the Greeks more than 2000 years aga,
and, partly, owing to the fact that the Hindus acknow-
ledge the sanctity of certain ancient works called the Vedas,
written in a language long cbsolete, and that these works
continue to be referred to as authorities in law and religion,
and are employed for purposes of ritual at the present day.
There is also a code of laws called the Institutes of Menu,
written in the same dead language, the Sanscrit, and trans-
latéd into English about eighty or ninety years since, which
gives a picture of the social and religious life of that portion
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of the people of India who recognize the authority of the
Vedas, and the supremacy of the Brahmins, which resembles,
in some of the leading particulars, their condition in the
present day.

I may say, in passing, that while speaking of the people
of India, you must dismiss from your minds any notion of
India being occupied by one race professing one religion, or
by two or three races of people. Putting aside the Maho-
medans, who are estimated at forty-one millions, being one-
sixth of the whole population, we have a variety of nations,
differing as much as the nations of Europe. There are cer-
tain broad divisions, as the people of Hindustan, the Ben-
galees, the Marathas, the Punjabees, several distinct races in
the south, besides various wild tribes in the hill country in
Central India, and on the eastern frontier. To what extent
the Indians are split up and divided may be inferred from the
great variety of languages and dialects spoken throughout
that great continent. My father, writing in 1801, estimated
that there were fifty-seven or even eighty-four provinces, all
with peculiar languages. But in speaking of India in the
present day we embrace a larger circle, and, according to
the estimate of Professor Monier Williams, there are, if we
include the Tibetan dialects of the Himalayas, at least 100
languages and dialects; and Mr. Cust, who has lately writ-
ten a work on the same subject, estimates that there are no
less than 300 varieties of tongues. You may imagine from
this how great must be the diversity of religious opinion;
and that what we call the Hindu religion may really em-
brace a variety of faith and teaching,

But, to return from this digression, the accounts which
have come down to us from the Greeks are very curious.
After the invasion of the country by Alexander the Great,
in the fourth century before Christ, Greek kingdoms were
established throughout Asia, and one especially arcse on
the north-west of Affghanistan, and India became to some
extent known to the Greeks through embassies and travel-
lers; and much of the information they possessed is to be



