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StaTE oF TEXNESZEE,
DepagtaEnT oF PuBLio INsrmUerioN,
Nasnviern, May 15, 1901.
* Po the County Superintendsnt :

The Act of 1873, providing for our present system of publio
achools, makes it the duty of the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction to print the publie school lawe of the State, in pam-
phlet form, for use of achocl officiale and teachers. This pam-
phlet contains all general legislation upen that subject and such
epecial legislation as may be of general interest. The law is
given as it exists to-day, after various amendments by the Gen-
eral Assembly, The text-book law, the act for the protection of
feinale enlleges, the act prohibiting co-edueation, the act prohib-
iting teachers of one race from teaching children of ancther, the
evunty high school bill, and the acta providing for the govern-
ment, of the publie schools in the city of Memphis are given in
fnll. Many special acts have been passed by the Legislature at
its different sessions, ereating new school districts in certain coun-
ties, or out of portiona of two or more counties, and as these acts ap-
pear in the printed acts of the Legislature, and are not of general
interest, they are not included in this compilation. I have also
omitted special statutes amending the charters of towns and eities,
a3 well as those providing for the purchasa and sale of school prap-
erty in various localities. These statutes cannot be of genersl inter-
cst. Thi+ pamphlet contains all changes and amendments to gen-
eral public sehool laws up to May 14, 1901. It also containe a brief
of the Supreme Courf- decisione.yppr important publie school
questions. A sufficient: number hdve- ‘been printed to supply all
public school demsnds; sudl; thd iﬁmﬂr}gt 'bEI.‘ng the property of the
State, should be pi*éée}veﬂ and turned over to FOur BUCCESEOT.

Monreaw O. FrrzraTricE,
Stafe Superinfendent,



The Public School Laws of Tennessee,

TOGETHER WITH

LEADING DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT, AND EXPLANATORY NOTES.

r.t:.\l'.. FARTE OF LAWE FRIRTED IN ITALICE HAVE BEEN
ADDED BY unnnunr.]

_ Srorion 1. There shall be esteblished and maintained P Clisg.m,
in this State a uniform system of public schools.

Beo. 2. (1) The public school syster shall be adminie- i, Chap 85
tered by the following autherities, to wit: A State SBuperin-
tendent, County Superintendents, and District I¥rectors,

(2) The public schools already established in any of ths F Chep 55
counties of this State shall continue to be mansged and ﬁi',}‘;ﬁ‘;;:i:?;.
conducted as now preseribed by law nntil the school officers *
hereby created shall have been duly electod or appointed
and quialifled ; and the provisions of this act shall not apply
to them until a County Superintendent of Public Schools
shall have been appointed. '

ATATE BUPERINTENDENT.

Sec. 3. The Btate Superintendent shall be a person of Ji, oap. =
literary and seientific ablatnments, and of skill and sxpev?.{ﬁ&?nf“;::
rienice in the art of fenching, and who shall be nominated ’ Rl
by the Governor and eonflrmed by the Senate.

Sec. 4. (1) He shall hold his offies for two years, unless 175 ¢hap. o
removed as hereinafter provided, and shall have an annunal 229 sempenss-
salary of $2,000, to_be paid out of the scheol monsy in
the State Treasury; and during the term of office he shall

"devote his entire time and attention to the dnties imposed
by thia act,

(2) The State Supermtendent of Public Instruction of 181, Chp. &
Tennesses, shall be, ex officio, a member of the State Board Stete Beard

of Education.
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Ex afficlo, {3) He shall alsc be a member, ex officio, of all other
State edusational bodies or dssociations,

{By<Chap, 345, page 788, Acts 1809, the State Superintendent is
made Secretary and Treasurer of the State Bo of Education,
and Treasurer of the Peabody Normal Collage fund.) ;

7. Chap. 36, Sec. 5. He shall be liable to removal from office by the
Governer for misconduet or neglect of duty; any vacaney
to be supplied by a new appointment for the unéxpired
torm; Provided, That, in the event of any such removal,
the reason for the pame shall be communicated, in writing,
to the Superintendent thus displaced, and also to the Sen-
ate, if in seseion, and, if pot, within ten days after it may
naxt meet.

19ms. Chep. 38 Suc. 6. The office of the Btate Buperintendent shall be

sol, at the eapital of the State, and a room in the State Capitol
may be provided for that parpose.

DUTLER OF ETATE SOPERINTENDENT.

w3 cwp s Sec. 7. The duties of the Superintendent shall be as
follows .

statintics, ete. (1) To colleet and disseminate stetistical and other
information relating to the public sehoola.

Taspection. (2) Te make tours of inspection among the publie

- gchools throughout the State.

Su that Juws {3) To see that the school laws and regulations are
faithfully exeented.

Dlstribate {4) To prepare and distribute blank’ forme for all re-

forma.
turns required by law, or deemed by him necessary to be
made by teachers, sehool officers, and County Superintend-
ents of Publie Scheols, for the use of the several eounties.

Distributs (5) To have printed snd distributed to the County
Superiutendents and other school officers as many copies
of the school laws as may be necessary, with appropriate
forme and instructions for carrying said Jaws into execu-
tion.

Appolnt exam- (6} Tg appoint, at his diseretion, persons in each eounty
to visit and examine all or any of the public schools
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therein, and report to him tonching all such matters as he
may indicate respecting their condition and manegement,
and the means of improving them; but no compensation
shall be made for such services.
(T) To require of County Buperintendents detailed Bsgaire re-
reporta annually, and as mnch oftener zs he may deem
proper; and he may require special reporte &t any time
of any officer conneeted with the scheol system.
(8) To appoint some one to make the reports required Apgotot per-
to be made by the Connty Superintendent when such mrere
_ Buperintendent shall fail to make full report at the time
designated, and to allow such appointee what he may
deem just for his serviees, which shall be paid by the
delinquent County Superintendent; and upon his refusal
to do o, the State Superintendent shall stop, in the handa
of the County Trustee, that amount of hia salary, or bring
suit, in hie official name, against him in a eourt of compe-
tent jurisdiction, to enforce the payment.
{9) To prescribe the mode of examining and licensing License or
school teachers, and their necessary quelifications,
{10) To preserve in his office and conveniently arrange Freserve docu-
all documents and matters in relation to educstional sub-
jects that may come into it. _
(11) To report to the Clomptroller of the State, on the Beport scho-
first day of December in éach year, the scholastic popula- ton
tion of each eounty.
(12} To annually submit to the Governor, on or before Aouoal report.
the fifteenth day of September, a detailed report of his
official proceedings for the year ending the thirtieth day
of June preceding, exhibiting a plain statistical eeccount of
receipts and expenditures for publie schools, and of their
condition and progress, showing the number of children,
male and female, white and colored, respectively, in the
State and in emch county, between the ages of six and
eighteen vears, the total number of pupile enrolled, the
average number belonging, and the per cent. of atfendance
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during the year, the average paid to taach‘ers, male and
female, the amount of each branch of school expenditures,
severally, the eost of aducation per scholar, and whatever
else may tend to show the degree of aneccess and nsefulness
of the system ; Provided, however, That under the provis-
ions of thie act all persons between the ages of eighteen and
twenty-one, inclusive, shall have the bemefit of this act
for the term of three years from and sfter the first organ-
ization of public schools under this act, in the school
distriet in which ench persons may live, (Thia seetion
hes been amended eo that the sehool age is from six to

twenty-one years inclusiva,)

Hove.—Hy the act of 1273 the poboladtic year de Mnn M. I1 waa Mvw
ond Jupe 30 of asob yaar by aot of 1631,  Chep. 108, B

(18) Tt shall be the duty of the Btate Superintendent
te have printed and distributed to the school officets of
the State, and to the County Courts of the several eoun-
ties appropriate forma and imstruetions for earrying into
effect the provisions of this act.

QOUNTY AUPERINTENDENTS.

. ouap.88,  Spo. 8. (1) There shall be a County Superintendent for

Haow slected

Gualifsutions,

Removel,

each eounty, who shall be elected by the County Court at
ite April or July term, 1873, and after 1874 he shall be
elected biennially in January, and no member of the
Connty Court shall be eligible to said office. He shall be
a person of literary and scientific attainments, and, when
practicable, of skill and experience in the art of teaching;
shall hold his offiee for two years, and shall receive such
pay for his services as mey be allowed him by the County
Clourt, to be paid npon the order of the Chairmen or
Judge of the County Court by the County Trustee. He
shall ba subject to removal from office for mishehavior or
inefficiency at any time by the County Cours; Provided,
That the eanses for sveh remeoval ghall be communicated
1o him in writing.
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(This section is amended so g8 to read: Said County
Superintendent shall be a person of literary and scientifie
nttainments, and of wkill in the theory and practice of
teaching ; Provided, That preceding esch biennial election,
or any election to fill a vaceney for County Superintendent Examinations,
of Behools, each applicant shall flle with the Chairman of
tho County Court a certificate of qualification, given by
the State Board of Education; Provided, That on the firat
Monday in October preceding each biennial election for
County Buperintendent of Schools, and et any other date
or dates fixed by the Siate Board of Rducalion, each appli-
cent for said office shall underge a public examination at
the county site of the county in which he or she is an ap-
plicant, by and bhefore & commission of three residents of
the county, eaid commisgion to be previously appointed
by the Chairman of the County Court, and to be eitizens
who, by education and experience, are most eminently
qualified to hold said examinetion, the sams to be held
under such rules and regulations s may be preseribed by
the State Board of Education ; Provided, That, if qualified
as attested by said examination, said applicant shall re-
ceive a cortificate of qualification by the State Board of
LEdueation. 1885, Chap. 54.)

Provided further, Tha! those wko have been previously

. cramined or may hereafter be examined under the regula- Awended by
tions of the State Board of Education, and having ai- i
tained 90 per ceni. in genernl averege, and not falling be-
low 10 per eent. W any study, shall be exempt from said
examination so [ong as they continue in the public school
work.

(2) In the election of Tounly Buperintendent of Edu- "iﬁm[ih:ﬁ'g}?‘
cution, women of the age of twenfy-one years, and other- v
teise possessing the necessary qualifications, shall be eligi-
ble for said position,



