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ARTHUR MERVYN.

CHAPTER XXIV.

Uz ended the narrative of Mevvyn. Sarely its
ineidents were of no commom kind,  Dhuring this senson
of pestilence, my opporiunilics of observation had been
numercus, and 1 had oot seffered them to pass nnime-
proved.  The oeenrrenecs whick foll within my own ex-
pericnos hore & general resomblanee to those which had
st been velated, but they did not binder the latter
from striking on my mind with all the force of novelty.
They served no end, bul as vouchors tor the frulk of
the lule.

Farely the youth had displayed Inimiable and heroie
qualities. iz courage was (he growth of benevolence
and reasvn, and mot the child of Insensibility and the
nraling of habil. He had been qualified for the en-
counter of gigantle dungers by mo laboriows education.
ILe stepped forth npon the stage, unfornished, by antici-
pation or experisnce, WIEA the means of securily agninst
fraud 3 and yet, by the aid of pore intentious, had Fros-
trated the wilgs of an acoomplished and veteran deceiver,

T blessed the chunee which placed the youth under my
protection.  When I reflecied on that tissue of nice eon-
tingeucies which led him to my door, and enabled me to
gave from death s being of such rave endowments, my
heart overflowsd with joy, not nmmingled with vegrets
and trepidation. How wany have been cut off by Lhis
disense, in their earcer of vivine and their blossom-time
of wenivs! How wany deeds of heroism snd self-devo-
tion are ravished from existence, and consigned to hope-

Tess oblivion !
]
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I had geved the life of thiz vouth, This was not the
limit of my duty or my power. Could T not render that
life profitable to himself and to mankind? The gains of
iy profession were slonder; bat these gains were safli-
cient for Iis naintenance as well as my own. By residing
with me, partaking my instraections, and reading my
hooks, b wonld, in a fow years, be fitted for the practice
of physie. A seience whose truths are so condugive to
the wolfars of mankindg, and which eomprehends the
whale syatem ol nature, could not but gralily a mind se
beneficent and strenuons as his,

This sehome acenrred to me as soom as the eonehsion
of Ina tale sllowed we o think, 1 did ool immediately
wention ity sinee the approbation of my wife, of whose
eomenrrenes, however, I entertained no donbt, was pre-
viously 0 be obtained. Dismisding it, lor the present,
from my thonghts, T reverted to the ineidents of his tule.

The lady whom Welbeek had betrayed and deserted
wis not unknown to me. L was bat loo well asquainted
with her fate. Tf she had heen single in calamity, ber
tale would have been listencd by with insnpporiable sym-
patly: but the frequency of the specinele of disiress
soema to lesson the eompassion with which it is reviewed.
Now thue those sesnes are only remombered, my angnish
is greater than when they were wilnessed.,  Then cvery
new day waz only a vepetition of the disusiers of ihe
foregoing, My sensibility, if not cxtinguisbed, way
blanted: and T gazed upon the complicated illz of po-
verty and sickness with o degres of uneoncern on whish
1 should once have rolloeted with astonishment.

The fate of Clomenss Lodi was not, perhaps, more
sinal tlan many which have oesurred. L theew delest-
able light upen the character of Welbeok, and showed
him to be more inhuman hen the tale of Mervyn had
evineed him 2o be.  That mas, indeed, was hitherto im-
perfectly seen.  The time bad not come which should
fully onfold the enormity of his transgressions and the
epmploxity of his framds.

There lived in & vemote guarter of the ¢ty & woman,
by nume Villars, who passed for the widow of an Eng-
lish officor. Her manners and mode of living were spe-
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etous.  FMhe had three danghters, well trained in the
sehool of fashion, and elegant in person, manners, and
dress.  They had lately syvived from Hurvope, and, for a
time, reccived from their neighbours that respect to which
their education and fortane appeared to lay elaim,

The fallacy of their pretensions slowly appeaved. Tt
began to be suspected t&ul.t their subaistence was derived
not from pension or patrimony, but from the wages of
polluiion. Their habitation was clundestinely frequented
by men who were unfaithfal to their seoret: one of these
waa allied to me by 4ies whieh authorized me in watching
Lig slepy v detecting his ervovs, with o view 1o his re-
formation, From him 1 ohtained a knowledge of the
gemming character of these women,

A man ke Welbeek, who was the sluve of depraved
appetites, vould net [wil of being guickly satiated with
iunoeence and heanty, Seme accideot introdused him to
the knowledge of this family, and the youngest daughter
formd him 2 proper subject oo which Lo exereise her
srlifices, 1t was to the frequent demands made upon
his purse, by this womasn, sl part of the emhbarrass-
tuenls in which Mervyn found him invelved wra Lo be
asoribed.

To this civenmstance must likewize be impnted bis
auxiety lo transfer to some other the possession of the
unhappy ntmu,riler. Why ho conecaled from Mervyn his
conneetion with Luey Villars may be easily Dusgined.
s sifence with regard to Clemenss’s asylum will not
create surprise, when iL was told that sho was pleeed
with Mpa, Villara,  On what conditions she was received
under this roof, eannct be so veadily eonjectured. Tt is
abvions, however, to suppose that advantase was o be
takien of ber ignoranece and weakness, sod thal the
hoped, in time, to make bee an gssociate in their profl-
gute sohemes,

The appearanee of pestilence, weanwhile, threw them
into panie, sad they hastened to remove from danger.
Mes. Villars appearz 1o bave been o woman of no ordi-
nary views, ghv. ptooped to the vilest means of smass-
ing money; but this wmoney was employed to secure 1o
bersell and her danghters the henefits of independence.
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