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PREFACE.






Amap the strife of systems and the war
of words our souls are thirating for the liv-
ing God. We long to find and know Him,
to touch Him with the outstretched hands
of faith and love, to feel Him drawing near
to us and filling the dry cisterns of our lives
with the aweet, clear waters of Divine com.
munion. Even as coe who hes wendered
long in the desert yearns aud panta for the
flowing gpring, so our heart and flesh ery
oat for God.

After all, this is the deepest need of hu-
manity. This is what we desire most ar-
dently: not so mnch the proof of theories
and the unfolding of doetrines ; not so much
the criticism of Seripture and the triumph-
ant vindication of certain forms of belief;
' not 80 much the development of more elab-
orate modes of worship and ohurch govern-
ment, or the return to a more primitive sim-
plicity ; not anything in the world do we
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degire 80 much as to come into close and
living contact with that Perfect and Eter-
nal Spirit in whom our souls must find their
only rest. ; .

‘We do not eneer at the dogmas of theol-
ogy. They ave certainly as important as
the dogmas of science. We do not despise
the questiona of ritnal. They are at lenst
of equal eonsequence with the questions of
social order. But religion iz infinitely be-
yond all thess. Ti is more vifal and more
profonnd, Tt doas mok appeal to the intel-
lect alene. It ia not satisfied with the eon-
clusions of login. Nor does it rest at ease
upon the wmathetic semse. If reaches down
into the very depths of the living, throb-
bing human heart, and stirs a longing which
nothing outward ard formal can ever still,
—the longing for pervonal fellowship with
God.

Yet I cannot help feeling that a great
part of our religions life comes far short
of this. We play with forms and sym.
bols ; we repeat oreeds and prayers ; we let
others de our thinking and feeling for us,
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and then vainly strive to lift ourselves, by
an effort of the will, to the height of their
experience. Is it not true? Haa it never
come over you like a shadow of gloom?
Have you never sat in the church, — your
evea delighted with the eolemnities of arch
and window, — your ears thrilled with the
rushing music of pgreat paslme, — but your
" heart empiy and ead, yearning for some-
thing more and betier, without which all
the res} is but a hollow dream ? Have you
never followed with painful eare the conrus
of some intense theclogical controversy, link-
ing your mind with the tempeved ateel of
dlosest argument to the right eonelusion,
and then asked at the end, ** But where ia
my God 7"

Surely there must be something more
than forms, either of worship or of helief.
There must be realitize, which we can feal
and know in the innermosf recesses of our
spiritual life. And if we can once touch
thess and hold them faat, then our sonls will
be satisfied, and we shall not be greatly
moved. The lesser conflict may long con-



