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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE.

Tre following narrative {iret appearcd in Black-
wood’s Magazine, It there atiracted general attention,
as being the most brilliant, and at the simue time, the
fullest and most conneeted account yet given of the
campaign in the Crimes, Writlen om the spot, by an
officer of tank in the DBritish army, and while each
event was fresh in the wriier’s wind, it places the
reader almoet in the position of an eye-witness of the
peenes narrated.  The sivle iz ndmineble for its elear-
ness, vivacity, and pictorial qualidy ; ihe varinus suenes
stand ont before the eve ay i they had been painted
upon canvas. The meria of the worlt are in every
reapcot s siriking, that the publishers have felt that
they would be rendering no small service by collecting
it from the pages of the Magaziue and presenting it to
the American public in a permanent and atractive
form,

The author is commonly reported, by the Tnglish
journals, to be Major E. Iiruce Hamley ; his name has
sccordingly been placed upon the title page. Major
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Humley 18 better Tmown as the anthor of * Lady Lee’s
Widowhood,” which was published in Blackwood seve-
ral years since, and wae afterward reprinted in s
geparate forn to meet the popular demand. Those
who have read that fascinating story, will need nothing
else to induce them to peruse this more exeiling, be-
cange real, Story of the War

Bome information of & persenal nature communni-
cated by the author to the editor of Dlackwood, may
properly be introduced here, In o letter dated, # Camp
before Bebastopol, Oct. 27, 1854, Le waited tlus :—
#The aconunt of the operations is brought down to the
oecupation of Balauldava, leaving the siege to 41 a
paper by ieell,  You should have had i dwo mails ago,
but I was proatrated just as I began t0 write, al ihe
very end of Beptember, by a severe attuck of jannldice,
a disorder that has heen very prevalent, eo that nothing
13 mare comrnon than to meet o f2llow with & fiee like
a cowslip or & bacheln’s button,  Interrnptions to my

writing of course lhuve been frequent,  Alarms of
attack, mostly false, gemerally furn we out once in
twenty-four howrs, often by night. & i if

Yesterday, as I was writing the last chapter, there was
an alarm of a wortie in force from the garrison, con-
firmed by a tremendous fire of musketry in our front,
Taking the nearest battery of our division, the calonel
and I marched it to the front, and came into action
with the guns of the sccond division, which cccupies
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the heights in front of us. The Russiane, eight
thousand in number, under Prince Gortschakoff, were
advancing npon us in columns with ekirmighers in
front, but our guns, whose practice was really beauti-
fully accurate, made them all secls shelter, and our
skirmishers prossing om, drove them into the town, with
a loss, it iz said, of five hundred, Our own loss was
geventy killed and wounded. Carte of wounded Bus-
sians are constantly coming in™

In another letter dated, * Camp befere Sebasinpol,
Dec. Tth,” he writes :— Several days that [ have set
apatt for writing up, have been wpent in the saddle.
Could I have managed it, you should have had the
account of the bacile of the Sth ; but the divisions of
the army are seallered af guch a distance from me—
ageveral miles—that 1 have Tesn uoable Lo eollect the
information necessayy for aconracy in deseribing the
evenls of the duy, and 1 was ton much vecupied myself
to see all that pawsed, being in the thick of il, as you
will believe when I will 4ell you that my horse, receiv-
ing three wounds, was killed by a cannon-ghet, which
passedd through bim behind my leg; and a poor
sergeant, in the act of extricating me, had his thigh
carried away by ansther, 1t was & gloomy but a glori-
ons bosinesa, The cannonade, far more {tremmendous
than at Alma, Jagted, almost without intermission, for
wmore than nine hours”

It is seldom that the sword and pen ave both suceess-
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fully wiclded by the same hand ; more scldom has it
oceurred that the soldier has become the worthy his-
torinn of hiz own achievements. The dualasis of
Xenophon, in Greclan, the Cominentaries of Cwear, in
Romnan, and Napier's History of the Peninsular War, in
Eoglish literature, are perhaps the only illustrions
excoptions to this remark, But these celebrated histo-
ries were written during a period of repose, when wrmple
opportunity wae affarded for elaborate compesition.
The present uarrative is the enly military history thut
hag come forth all ronnded and finiehed with the graces
of elegand scholurship fron the very midst of the irom
gtorm and the carnago of the Lattle-field, Tt is one of
the significant illugirarions of the spinif of the age.

Hhould the Tife of the gallaut anthor be spared amid
the manifold perils of his situation, the sequel of this
gtirring drama will be given to the world in due scason.
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