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PREFACHE,

N preparing this sketeh, the author hss freely
made uee of such materisl as ha conesidered
valugble for his purpose from the works of Torfiens,
C. C. Rafn, J. T. Bmith, N. L. Beamish, G. Gra-
vier, B. F. Do Costa, A. Davis, Washington Irving,
R. M. Ballantyns, P A, Monch, B. Keyser, and
others, and he fa uuder special cbiigations to D
5. H. Carpenter, of the {Tuiversity of Wisconsin, for
valuable suggestions.

Thie sketeh does not claim to be without fanlta,
The style may seem dull and heavy, bot it i hoped
that the reader will be penerous in ecriticising an
author who now makes hip first sppearance before
the American puoblie. The objeet of this sketch
has been to present a readable and truthful narrative
of the Norse discovery of Ameriea, to create some
interest in the people, the literstmre, and the early
institutions of Norwsy, and especially in Iceland,—
that lonely and weird island,—the Urtmda Trorz



4 PREFACK.

of the Greek Philosophers; and of the good or ill
performance of the tash, s generous public must be
the judge

UKIVERAITY OF Wmcunaﬁ,
June 18, 1874
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