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PREFACE.

In this volume are contained all the notices of the
Jewish hation which ocour in the Greek and Latin Classics
from the earliest period to the downfall of the great Roman
empire, together with all the notices of Christianity found

_in any classical author previous to the year A. D, 200,
and a few others from writers later still.

The interest which these extracts generally excite in the
mind of the ecclesiastical student, had led me to turn my
attention to collecting them all together as an introduction
to a complete collection of the “Writings of the Early
Christians " ; but some delay occurring in the publication
of that book, this volume is now issued separately. The
passages occurring in heathen writers concerning the Jews
alone had already been collected by Meier in his Judaica,
Jenw 8vo 1852. These I have given somewhat more com-
plete, adding those in which Ghristianity and the Christians
are named, and with a literal English translation, which, it
is thought, will not be despised even by the best scholars ;
for some of the extracts are very difficult to read; whilst
on the other hand, it is thought the English reader will
not objeet to have the original words of the writers placed
in a parallel column with the English version. I may ex-
press & hope that the information to be derived from these
extracts will throw much light upon the bible and Jewish -
history ; and if sufficient encouragement is given to the en-
terprise, shall follow up this volume by several others
containing all the Christian writings belonging to the first
two or three centuries of the Christian era, and so render
the original authorities for Primitive Christianity accessible
to the English reader.

J. A G,
London, 1856.
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HEATHEN RECORDS

TO

JEWISH SCRIPTURAL HISTORY.

The history of the Jews, as distinct from their own
sacred books, is lost in obscarity, like the history of all the
world besides, until the fifth or sixth century before the
Christian zra. The pastoral annals of the patriarchal ages,
the servitude in Egypt, the triumphal return and conquest
of Palestine, wou ve been unkmown to future ages, but
for the accounts of them which have come down fo us in
the bible, and the history of the Jewish writer Josephus,
which mostly had the bible for its source. A faint coinei-
dence has been ived by some writers between the
supposed flight of the Canaanites before the arms of Jos-
hua and the arrival of Cadmus, Danaus, and other early
heroes, who introduced arts, arms and civilization among
the rude tribes of the Grecian peninsula. But all his-
torians are now agreed that the pillars which Procopius
says were erected on the extreme verge of Africa by
those who fled from *the robber the son of Nun,” are
equally fabulous or mythical with other legends invented
by the early Christian monks and ecclesiastics to corro-
borate a history which was otherwise perfectly unique
and unsupported by any concurrent testimony of profane
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writers. A wild theory has been propounded, perhaps
with a similar object in view, which identifies the glories
of the early Israelitish monarchy with the commercial
prosperity of the Pheeacians, so vividly depicted in the
Od . 'The king of that country, it has been argued,
was Solomon, and the twelve princes of the Pheacian court
were the chiefs of the twelve tribes : the ships which went
to Tarshish for gold, coincide with the naval supremacy of
Alcinons. But, unfortunately for this theory, Phmacia
has been too well identified with the more recent Coreyra,
and the poet Homer was too well acquainted with the
voyage to the Phenician Sidon to allow such a confusion
of incidents in his poem. The poet who so fully depicts
the Trojan war, and the various voyages and adventures
of its chieftains, and who probably himself lived in the reign
of Solomon, says not a word about the existence of that
remarkable _Heople, who, as we learn from the bible, bore
sway over all the country of Palestine from Damascus on
the north to the river of Egypt on the south, and from the
river Euphrates on the east to the Mediterranean sea on
the west.

It is in no way remarkable that no notices of Judaea or of
the Jews should occur between the age of Homer and
that of Herodotus, for the whole of that long peried of
four hundred years is almost a blank in Grecian histoy -
we have no other remains of it than the Fsopic fables, the
Eoems of Hesiod and Pindar, with a few poetical fragments

y no means likely to contain the most remote allusion to
the Jews or to the Jewish kingdom,

HERODOTUS, B. C. 480.

In the history of Herodotus who lived about 480 years
before Christ we find the first allusions to the people of
whom we are speaking.

The Colchians are said by Herodotus to have been an
Egyptian colony founded by king Sesostris. Whatever the
Pheenicians and Syrians of Palestine may acknowledge
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about the origin of cireumcision, the bible at all events tells
us that the Jews derived it from heaven.
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The Colchians and Fgyptians and
Althiopians alone of all men from
the beginning circumeise their pri-
vate But the Phenicians and
the Syrians of Palestine, even them-.
selves acknowledge that they learnt
it from the HEgyplians.

Nekos, leaving off the eanal,
turned his attention to mmuuy
expeditions : and triromes wers builf,
some in the North Sea, some in the
Arahian gulf on the Red Sea; of
which the docks are still to be seen.
And he nsed these as he wanted
them. And Nekos having engaged
with the Byrians by land at Mag.
dolus defeated them, And after t
battle, he took Kadytas whish is &
gmn!. city of 8yria.  He dedicated

the garment which he
hippened to wear when he achieved
these things, sending it to Branchi-
de of the Milesians. But afterwards,
having in sll sixtesn years,
he died, leaving his kingdom to lus
800 Psnmmis.

For from Pheenicia as far as the
borders of the city of Kadytis is
what is called the land of the Syrians
of Palestine: but from Eadytis,

" which is a mt]imm seems to me, not

much less Sardis, from this
the towns on the sea-coast as far as
Tenysus belong to the Arabian. But
from Tenysus Bﬁ“l fit belongs] to
the Syrians, as for a8 the Serbonian
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lake, near which indeed the Casian
mountain extends to the sea.

The number of the triremes was
twelve hundred snd seven : but
these furnished them. The
Phenicians with the Bpriens of
Palestine three hundred, armed as
follows: on their heads they had
helmets made very nearly .fug: the
!?mtl; fashion ; and clothed with

nen breast- and had
shields ﬂthuﬂ.“:i.m, andﬂ;:y\’c]ms
These Pheenicians formerly,
themselves say, dwelt npon the Rcd
sea; and having crossed over from
thence they inhabit the sea-coasts of
ie.  But this part of Sj‘m and
nﬁﬂym far as Lgypt, is called Pales-
tine.

The last of these extracts shows only that the Syrians
of Palestine are joined with the Pheenicians as furnishing

ships for the expedition of Xerxes,

The Jews are not

specially named, but they were always included by the
Greek writers among the Syrians of Palestine.

A greater interest however to the reader lies in the other

two extracts from Herodotus, in which Kadytis is named.

A learned German, Feidin, Hitzig, has published a
dissertation on this city (De Cadyti urbe Herodotea, 1829),
and Meier, in his Judaica 1832, givesin a marginal note to
one of these extracts the words Cadytis urbs—Guaza. But
the narrative of Herodotus, in the second extract above,

seems so remarkably to describe the battle of M;ﬁiddo, in
which king Josiah was wounded, and Jerusalem taken, that
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it is difficult to belleve Kadytis to be any other than Jer-
usalem. Add to which, the Arabs still call Jerusalem
Kouodts, the Holy City, to this very day.

POLYBIUS, B. C. 200.

From the time of Herodotus two hundred and eighty
years pass awsy until the close of the Second Punic war
without any notice of the Jews occurring in any Greeian
writer. Roman literature was hardly even in its cradle,
Cato the Censor had not to raise his ery of Delenda
est Carthago, and, if any of the old chronicles, quoted
afterwards by Invy, were then in being, they have long been
lost, and another century was to pass before that which is
properly called Roman literature came into existence.
The Greek historian Polybius, in his waluable History,
briefly notices the Jews and the Jordan in the reigns 0!

Antiochus and Ptolemy.
Histor. V, 70. 'H Bk $oore-
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Philoteria lies near the same
lgke, into which the river called the
Jordan enters, and comes out
iuto the plains near that city
is called the city of the chﬂmns.
Having become master by agres-
ment of both the aforesaid eities,
he [dnfiochus] felt bimself secare
against future assaults, becanse the

country subject fo these cities
could easily furnish eupplies to all
his srmy, and provide in ulmndnnm
the things that were urgent fos ose

opas, the of Plelemy
lmmlg mnmhﬂgmeml the country,

subdued in the mter the nation
the Jews,
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