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PREFACE

Twms edivion of the Adndria 1s mtended for students who
are making their hrst acquaintance with ancient drama.  In
the conviction that beginners cannot, as a rule, get from a
series of formal treatises the backeround needed for an in-
telligent reading of Terence, the editor has substituced brief
outlines of several Greek and Latin plays which illustrare
important stages in the development of comedy. A lietle
information has been inrerspersed hetween these extracts,
but it is hoped that there 15 no more of it than can be read
with interest and remembered with some accuracy. Most
information that is really pertinent can be given more
effectively in the notes.

Suetonius’ Life of Terence, with a rather full commentary,
has been substicuted for the usual biographical remarks in
English. The editor has found this mere interesting and
valuable to read with a class than a single prologue apare
from the needed context that is to be found in the other six.
The text of the bivgraphy 15 in the main that of Wessner's
edition of Donatus.

The usual analysis of the plot of the Andria has been
omitted so as not to lessen the students” interest in the play
icself,

It seemed impossible to relegate the treatment of meter
and prosody to the notes, and so there is a brief essay on
these subjects.  The material is not arranged svstematically,
but is given in the order in which the student 15 hikely ro
need 1t
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In determining the text the editor has followed Spengel,
Pease, and Fairclough in rating the manuscripts of the §
group above those of the & group.

The editor has advanced several conjectures and interpre-
tations of his own, and has accepted a number of -theories
that have not vet won general approval. It would be foolish
to put any of these before the public apart from the reasons
on which they are based. Consequently the texe and stage
directions are defended at several points i an Appendix,
and some items in the commentary are discussed in foot-
notes.  Both Appendix and footnotes, then, are frankly
intended, not for students, but for teachers.  Therefore, in
justice to those who will purchase the book, both have heen
made as hnef as possible. If a reading or an interpretation
15 adequately defended in one of the standard editions,
the argument is not repeated here. TIn searching for justifi-
cation of the texr, readers are advised to turn first to Fair-
clough’s edition: for our texr resembles his somewhat more
closely than it does any other that has appeared.

[t is hoped that teachers will approve the use of the charac-
ters U/ and 2 in the manner usual in editions of later writers.
Meaningless vanation between editions in such macrers
is very misleading to students; as witness the young woman
who had noticed no feature of Tacitus’ style except his
avoidance of capital letters.

In the commentary the editor has tried not to tell so much
that nothing would be left for the teacher to say. For
example, many familiar comments on the construction of the
plot have been intentionally omirred in the behiet thar the
student does not need them while preparing his lesson, and
that no competent teacher is hikely to everlook them.  Seme
may miss a reference to the matter of “redende Namen™;
but the editor doubts whether there really are any such in
Terence,
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As already implied, the editor is under great obligation to
Fairclough's excellent edition of the Andria. He has also
taken not a little from Ashmore and from the standard
German editions. Thanks are also due to the publishers of
Capps’ Fram Homer to Theocritur (Scribners, New York)
and of Murray’s translation of the I'phigenia in the Land
of the Taurtans (Georpe Allen, London), as well as to the
authors themselves, for permission to reprint extracts from
those books. Professor Capps had the kindness to read
most of the Introduction in manuscript, and he made
several valuable suggestions.  Professor Knapp subjected
the entire manuscript to a searching criticism, which led in
some cases to a change of opinion and in very many others to
a clearer statement of the view previously adopted. There
15 scarcely a page of the commentary that has not been
improved in one way or the other. He has also read mose of

the proof.
EDGAR H. STURTEVANT.



