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PREFACE.

Tar present manual of family devotions has been drawn up in
order to assist in supplying wanis now strengly felt amongst a
very numerons olass, by providing :

First.— Forms of prayer, which, without interfering, hu't
in & few instances, with the Daily Bervies of our own Liturgy,
should yet possess the spprovel of antherity for their recom-
mendation and support. Objections have been made of late,
by most thinking persons, that Family Prayers, selected en-
tirely from our own enthoritotive formelaries, furnish but a
bad substitate for the Daily Service, which cught itself to be
mora exclosively reserved for the poblie worship of the sanc-
tuary. '

Secondly.—An uniform charscter and even sameness, not
only in the g;neml framework of the prayers from day to day,
but aleo in the prayers themselves, except where changes are
needed to suit particular days and seesons; that thus, at &
reverent distance and after the example of the Church, we
may fmitate in epirit the uovarying worship of the blessed
serapbim, who, we know, are ever engaged in ona cesseless
song, continually crying, # Holy, holy,” before the throne of
God.

Thirdly.—Special forms of prayer for the principal Fasts and
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Festivals ; it being, surely, most importent that people’s atten-
tion shoald be directed more frequently and pointedly than
is customary to the real menning end right observance of those
great occasions, This arrangement, together with others for
the sake of marking particular week-days, will, it iz boped,
sufficiently secure that variety of expression in the prayem,
which is so plessing to many minds, without at the same time
detracting from the before-mentioned more important con-
sideration.

Fourthly.—Opportonity for all the membare of the house-
hold to join in united worship with their head, so as to meke
the petitions which he offers equally their own. In order
to attain this advantage, the Litany form for confessions, peti-
tions, and intercessions, has been generally adopied throughout
the series ; and in which the regularly recurring answars, such
a8, “ Lord, have mercy on us,”  Deliver us, O Lord,” they
can as easily repeat with him, as the usual response of ** Amen,"”
after the blessing or Lord’s Prayer.

Fifthly, end lantly, — A psufficient number of Psalms and
sclect passages from the practioal parts of Seripturs, ready at
band for every-day reading, sc that something approaching
to & complete service may be available for the use of those
families who, from verious causes, are precluded from attemd-
ing the daily prayers at church. In some families it is uwmal
to read o Psalm or chapter of the Bible, or both, either before
or in the course of the prayers. But it frequently heppens,
especially in readings from the Bible, that whole chapters of
great length ere read through, merely because they are so
divided, without any regurd to the subjects treated of in them.
Thus are people’s minds fatigued and distractad by the variecy
of totally different, and often awinlly sacred, subjects, which are
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eil at onee thrust upon their attention. Both the Pealmes and
selections from Holy Scripture, in the present work, have, to
obvigte this evil, been claseed es briefly as could be, under
separate hends; and a certain regular order of subject has been
observed, which, it is hoped, mey prove useful for the sake
of reference, and, perbaps, also in other ways besides. The
Pyalms, as well as the Scriptore selections, have in all cases
been given st length, and not in the form of mere reforences,
from & conviction, thet if the iatter plan had been adopted,
they would seldom have beer read at all.

It mey perhaps be objocted, that the Psalms and Lessons,
together with the Prayers following, make too long a servics.
But it will be found on triel thet the tme occupied by the
whole will penerally not exeend fve or six, if, oceasionally, ten,
minutes. Should, however, some heads of families, from any
unavoidable eause; be compelled to omit the first part of the
service, the Prayers alona may be read, commeneing with the
Confession and Liteny, and which will then engage them for
so small & portion of the day as they cannot possibly think of
grodging in this their bounden morning snd evening sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God,

The Compiler is well aware how inadequately he has per-
formed the task which he has presumed to undertake; end it is
only becanse he has not yet met with any previous publication
in which the desighs above stated, and which appear to bim
important, have been wholly carried out, that he has been
induged to make the attempt himself, which be would gladly
have left to ba executed by abler hands. When, howewer, he
considers the sources from which the Family Prayers, now
snbmitted to the publie, have been drawn, he is not altogether
without hope, that they may help to throw some additional




