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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Peter Petroff died in Oakland, June 1, 1894, aged 63
vears. He wag a member of the Garfield Post, Grand Army.
Fitting funeral services were held at their hall in this eity,
and the burial was on June 5th, in the Soldiers' Cemetery at
the Presidio. The testimony of his commanding officer in the
war was, “His character was excellent.” “None was more faith-
ful, trustworthy and brave on the field of battle.” A gentle-
man in New Haven, in whoee employ he was about ten years
immediately after the war, said: “Mr. Petroff I believe to be
one of nature’s born gentlemen, of unexcelled faithfulness and
integrity in every respect.” And such was his character in
thie city and up to the time of his death. His bearing was
military; he was a great reader; he thought much upon the so-
cial queetions of the day, and wrote and published some very
good articles. He lived quietly on his pension for years. His
left arm was ampuiated near the shoulder, and his health was
not good.  With means placed at my disposal, and sac-
cording to promiee, I publieh his manuscript, leit to my
carg, and only to be read after his death. His imperfort Eng-
lish is given nearly as he wrote it. He particularly requested
this, possibly fearing to couse his friend trouble, and that by
the changes made the sense would be obecured. Whatever the
foults of the grammatical construction, the meaning isin almost
every place quite plain. Each reader must judge for himself
a8 to the weight he will give to the *visions™ of our brother.
Whatever he saw or thought he aaw, he was & noble Christian
man, & eoldier of the cross. He hag been mustered out from
the Grand Army here, and hae gone to join the infinitely more
glorious army above, of whom the Lord Jesus Christ is Cap-
tain. J. K.

San Frawcisco, December, 1894,






PREFACE

1 deem it to be expedient and necessary to gay at theatart,
as preface, that these writings are, in no ways, inlended to
gerve as an autobiography of my life; but are done solely for
the transmission to the world of the after-deseribed Fisioms I
have had; and with exclusive desire and hope that my fellow-
men who will have the opportunity to read these Anfe-mortem
Deporitions may profit by them, and be strengthened in belief
in the Word of God—the Bacred Beriptures—as also in the
faith of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and be thereby moved to
render due obedience to hig teachings snd commandments as
they are ingrafted and handed over to us in the four Gospels
and the Acts of the Apostles.

Ag these ante-mortem depositions will be resd only then,
when I have passed away from among the living beings on this
earth, so they—the Depositione—may be reagonably and prop-
erly considered as a voice from the other, that is the spiritnal,
world,

Now, is there any person among the professed believers in
God and the Bible that could assert any doubt in the truthful-
ness of the after-deecribed Fimions, or consider them aa fie-
tiona or imaginations of some diseased mental faculties, sesing
that they come, a8 it were, from out the grave ¥ God be mereci-
ful to such a being | I cannot help him; but his doubt or un-
belief will surely be injurious to him. And his folly he will
perceive only then, when it will be too late for him to mend it
or repair. As regards the writer of this, he can only, and does,
golemnly assure every one on earth that he saw the Visions, as
they are described in the Depositions, in full mental power, in
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full daylight, and in full rational consciousness, as he was fully
aware about all surroundings and circumstances which were at
that time under the sweep of his natural eye. And the visions
themeelves, as also the other objects—to that time under his
eye—are all perfectly preserved in his memory till the very
present day, although over twenty-two years passed since he
saw the first and moet gublime of them. And he aces them,
the visions, mentally clear till the present day, and remembers
all the surroundings and attendant eircumetances as clearly
and vividly now as if he saw them a few daya or a month ago;
although but & very few eircumstances of his life not connected
with the visions are remaining in his memory, even so far that
he can but very little remember of the various circumstances
of hias life. But the Fisions and all the circumstances of the
respective times when he beheld the visions are all vividly be-
fore his mental eye till now.

It is natural to expect that, with many a thinking reader,
the guestion will be raised,. Why these Fisions, obviously so
sublime and pignificant, were not given to the world by the
writer of this during his life on earth, and not, ashe has done,
after his passing away from the earth? The znswer and full
explanation of the various reasong to that, the reader will find
in the proper places of the “Depositions” themselves. And,
a8 it was said before, the **Depositions” are not to constitute an
autobiography of the writer of them; 8o I shall confine myself
to the limite of mentioning only such events as are necessary
to the better explanation of the Finwns, as also describing
more fully the events connected with the Visions themselves,

Thie I deem to be sufficient asa preliminary introduction,
Therefore, with the help of our Lord and Saviour, [ will pro-
eeed with the “Depositions™ themselves, saying, “Thy will be
done, Our Lord God and Savicur Jesus Christ. In the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

PETER PETROFF.



