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PREFACE.

—nlle afe

Tuis book appeals to the patriotic sentiments of
all classes of readers. In its pages will be found
those words of burning elognence which lighted the
fires of the American Revolution, stirring the hearts
of our fathers to do battle for our independence;
the words of wisdom which bronght our ship of state
sufely throurh the storma of strife into the calms of
peace, and all of the most important specches and
proclamations of our stutesmen which guided onr
eountry during eritical periods of our political life.
It iz a book of onr country as a whole; all must
read it with emotions of gratitude and pride at the
grandeur and stability of our institutions as exempli-
fied by the elogquent words of the statesmen and
leading gpirits of the great Republie.

First in its pages, appropriately, will be found
the * Declaration of Independenece,” the great corner
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stone of MAmerican liberty; and as a fitting close,
one of our most distinguished histovianz has for-
nished a ® History of the Tlag”—the Flag of the
Union, the sacred emblem aronnd which are elns-
tered the memaories of the thonsands of heroes who
hiave strogeled to sustain it untarnished against hoth
foreign and demestie foes. To the Declaration of
Independence, Cunstitntion of the Unifred States,
and Washington’s Parcwell Address—trnly * ey
Notes to American Tiberty ¥ have been  added
many important proclamations  amd cengressional
acts of a later duy, bumely:  President Jackson's
famnous Nullilieation Proclamation to Soath Caro-
lina, The Monrvos Doctrine, Dved Secotf Deelzion,
Nentrality laws, with numerons documents, state
papers and statistical maller growing out of the lute
Rebellion ; all of which will be read with new and
ever incressing interest. And as long as our
Republic endores, these paces will be cherished as
the representative of all that iz great and good in
onr conntry 3 and will prove incentives to onr chil-
dren to fullow in the fuorsteps of the patriots by
whose genins and valor our institutions have been
cherished and preserved, and liberty, like water
made to run throughout the lund free to all.



