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THE PASSING OF THE FRONTIER

CHAPTER 1
THE FRONTIER IN [ISTORY

Tue fronticr! There is no word in the English
language more stirring, more intimate, or more be-
loved. Tt has in it all the dan of the old French
phrase, i aranf! It earries all of the old Saxon
command, Forward! Il means all that America
ever meanl, It means the old hope of a real per-
sonal liberty, and yet a real human advance in
charaeter and achievement. To a genuine Amer-
ican it is the dearest word in all the world.

What is, or was, the fronticr* Where was it?
Under what stars did it lie? Beeause, as the
vague Iliads of ancient heroes or the nebulous
records of the savage gentlemen of the Middle
Ages make small specific iwpingement on our
consciousness today, so also even now begin the
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