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INTRODUCTION.

It was with no ordinary pleasure that T watched the progress of
this work, which has becn teuly a labor of love for my daughier, Some
four or five years hawe alrcady passed winge she began the present
series of biographical sketches of llustricus Catholics, not canonized
Saints, vet worthy of everlasting remombrance.

How few, of our young people espocially, know meore than the
navmes—if even so much—of Michael Angelo—of Francizeo Rimenea—
of Oliver Plunkett—af Samuel de Champlain—of Simon de Montfort
—af Henri Larochejaquelein—of Charles Carrell of Carrollton!  And
yet each one of these names is an heltloom of the Catholic family,
Each one held 2 joremost place among the men of his time, whether as
the pringe of painters, of sculpters, of architects, like Michael Angelo
Buonarotti; as Christian stategman and wise counsellor of kings, like
the great Spanish Cardinal; as Martve-prelate and  fzithful sentinel on
the watch-towers of Ismel in a dark and troublous time, like Oliver
Plunlett, the last martyr of Treland; as captains and leaders of
Christian armies, valiant champions of the holiest of cavees, like Simon
de Montfort and Hearl Larochejaqoelein: as one of the founders of
a new and eminently Christdan natlen amaongst the yet unexplored
forests of le'them America, [ike the Sieur de Champlain; as the
high-souled, upright, and enlightencd patriat, worthy of the proud dis-
tinction of being one of the spensors of the Great Republic of the
Weat, like Charlaes Carrell af Careollton!

What stern devotion to principle, what noble dizregard of selfish
intorests, what lofty chivaley in it3 trnest sense, is manifested
threughout the whole career of these truly great men! What a single.
ness and unity of purpose in all, though their lots were cast in times
so far apart, amid scenes so varied | Some, like the heroic leader of
Lz Vendée, were called early to their reward; others when mid-way
up life's steep acclivity; while still others passed away in the ripeness
of venerable age, crowned with years and with honors. All, however,



4 SANEROLECTION,

faithfully accomplished the work appointed for them by the Great
Master of the vineyard, and went down to the grave in the glory of
CENOWIl.

Of these great names that truly ' live in Catholic Hearts,” the young
anthor of these memoirs has taken from varions lands the few that
coulid be eompressed into o gmall volume, for the reason that it gives
A preater variety to the series in thus changing from one country to
another the scene on which her illastrious actors played their heroic
part, This, with the difference {n manners, wavs, and ensioms of the
several nations embraced in the vast fold of the Charch, and the ever-
changlng circumstances wherein the Christlan people were placed at
difforent pericids of the world's history, coatributes to give a maore
dramatic and awractive characier to the work.

It has besn the authot’s design from the first to make her
memoirs as lile dey as possibie, and to being out, as far as ateict his.
torical truth permitted, whatever there {8 of high maoral beauty and
poetry in these truly noble lives, cach prosenting in itself a grand and
most complete cpic,

If we would realivy combat the imtporal aond ant-Christian liera-
tore so alarmingly prevalent ae this day, we muost make our Catholic
baaks and serials ** readable.”  Ewven Cathalic writers, going to work
with the highest and purest motives, cannot afford o ignore the
lighter elments of fancy and Imagination, or dispense with the grices
of style,

This velume of ' Mames that Live in Catholic Hearts™ will most
likely be followed by one or two more of gniferm size, as the author
has still a wide range before her, 1o order to ropresent even a few of
the other countries of Edrope and America, Her female characlers
will form a separate volume,

Commending this first volume, then, of the series to the reading
public, and bespeaking for it a kindly weleome, T leave it to its own
nierits,

Mary A, SADLIER.
Mowrrear, Cavana, March a3, 1852,
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