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DR, WASHNGTON GLADDEN'S
COMMENT

Columbus, Ohio, 1905.

Mr. Henderson's bitie book of verses,
“* Plantation Fehoes,” is a merilovious al-
tempt fo give logical exprsssion to our
common buman feelings. He deals, | should
think, quite successfully with negro dialect,
amd kis verses are musical and somefines
guatitly morous, while the sentiment is
sonund and whelesome. [ take pleasure in
commending e volune,

W 4SHINGTON (GLADDEN.



INTRODUCTION.

HE music of the American negro, the fresh and spon-

taricons expression of a mood and care-frec heart, has

Iome been one of the most pleasing features of Amen-

care Tife. It 18 hozmaan maluce in its Grsl woeal parh — original

and unique, often homorous and always troe (6 the Sentiment

of the singer. I there ever was an lustration of the close
relationship between language and thonghy, it s this,

Whar iz trie of the miclodies of the nogro 2z developed
i the simple cxistence on the plantation 18 alse troe of thai
other form of simping, verse-mmaking. Among the negroes
there have spramg op 2 vumber of exponents of the wisdom,
wit aig] hwmdr of the race.  They have caunght the st of
others — e homble plolosopliers of Aerr komd —amd  they
liave winploved the dialect to repraditee the thought 1 all 1z
guainines: aud orgarality. Oue of the most notable of thesc
exponenls or imerpreters s oan Ohio negro, Pawl Lawrence
Diahar, who has tnken high rank among the pocts of the day.
Miother 1z Elliotr Blaine Henderson, also a son of Ohg, whose
Arst yvelnme of verse = herewith presented

Tn much that Mr Henderson bere presests, theoe 13 the
sk of expression and the nele of words that are 5o char-
acteristic of the megro. There iz-also humor and there {5
sentoment, and alwavs that other quality which makes verse
i Lhese dags remdable <« pood cheet,

e who correctly wuterprets the spirit of his race serves &
goond cavse, and 11 is believed tha 3Mr. Henderson will be
fontnd 1o have suecegded in his nudertaking to make his people
letter aind anore widely wnderstood.

I o Buomsmas,
Fditor of He Colwnbns Dhspaloh, Colitmbig, i,
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