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PREFACE

Waey the committee on college entrance requirements recom-
mended selected narratives from the Old Testament for reading,
every true friend of relipious education heartily rejoiced that
the ban against the study of the Old Testament in the secondary
school has at Jast been lifted. The acticn of the committee
seemed a step in the right direction, a move toward a fuller
recognition of the influence of Hebrew thought in the develop-
ment of our English cultural and ethical life in the pest, and a

- fuller recognition also of the part that Hebrew thought must

play in the future progress of our race, if we are to remain faith-
ful to those ideals of conduct which have made us what we are.

In preparing this edition of Biblical narratives the editor has
tried to keep consistently in mind the purpose for which it was
designed, namely, to fumnish to students of high school age
through certain selected stories an introduction to Hebrew
literature, which shall stimulate in them a desire to pursue the
subject further. The annotation has been strictly limited to
supplying at the foot of the pages such explanztions as seem
absolutely necessary for a measurably intelligent reading; and
to furnishing at the end of the volume certain critical comments
designed to increase the student's literary appreciation. Most
of these comments are of the nature of literary comparisons
with such English and American poetry as the pupil may reason-
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iv PREFACE

ably be expected to know, or at least to have heard of. Such
a method of approach I have found better adapted to arouse the
student’s interest than any method that serves to emphasize
the differences of Hebrew literature from that which the student
already knows.

The text Is the Amerlcan revision of 1gor. This was selected
rather than the authorized version of 1611, or the English revision
of 183z, because, though certainly less heautiful than the former,
and probably than the latter, it is, owing to its lack of archaisms,
more intelligible to the modern high school pupil than either.

Finally, I wish to disclaim any credit for scholarship, or even
for originality. The matertal embodied in the notes, and to some
extent that of the Introduction, is largely borrowed from the books
mentioned in the Bibliopraphy. Some of the notes are trans-
ferred bodily from commentaries, and from such editions as the
Temple Bible and the Cambridge Bible. I wish also to acknowl-
edge my indebtedness in particular to Dr. Lyman Abbott's Life
and Liferature of ihe Ancient Hefrews, {o Professor C. F. Kent’s
Origin and Permanent Volue of the Old Testament, and to Canon
Driver's Indroduction la the Literature of the QOld Testament.

E.C.B.
Urbana, Ilincis.
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