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THE HOLY RELIGIOUS,

WHOEE LIVES AND TALEMNTE ARE DEDICATED TD THE
MERMTORIGER AND ALL-TMTORTANT WORE
OF TRAINING D THE CHLLDHEN OF GOD IM THE WaY IN
WIEICH TOEY OUSOT TO WALE,

THI® LITTLE VOLUME OF YEESES

A3 HAngoribey

WITH EVERY SENTIMENT OF AFFECTION AKD LESFECT.



PREFACE.

'HIR Jittle bock of verses ia prescotod to thi-Yhablic as

the thivd veleme of & scrics, designed prineipally for

the iumocent snawssmeant and instruction of Catholie youth,

and of whiclh “The Two Victorics,” end " The Ractor's
Danphter,” form the firet numbera.

Az the ismning of & gnlume of poerma s one of a series,
whoee object is so professedly homble, may, perhape, at
firat sight, appear somewhat ambitions or misplaced, 1 deem
it necesaary o affer a word of explanation a4 to the motives
wlael have juflueneed mein taking this step. Thuring the
laet Few yewrs T have coopsirmally cecupied my leismre
moments in writing simpls poema, sometimes for oollers
purposcs, and somebimes as contribofioms to the varinoa
Clatholic pariodicals of tha day., T hava frequently been
urged to publish thesa peems in a collected form ; and
infloenced quite as mach by the solicitations of, it may be,
partial friends, a3 by my own inclinations, I have st length
done s

1 have selectsd from my pablished poems such as I
deemed mited to the object of this litkle volume, T there
[ have added & numbgrof new ones, * England and Rome,”
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“* The Prayer of 3t Patriok," *“The Legead of 3¢, Edward
and the Urish Chipple," “ Eveling,™ and several others,
which are now published for the fist time. The hymns
which appear at the end of the volume pre tranalatinns from
the Homan Veaperal, Thege translations wera ondertaken
aaveral years agn for the © Catholie Pealmist,” from which
work they are aow selected. o atbempting them, two
cunditinpe wera put upon me.-viz, that the hymns should
e rendered an Tibemally ns possible, and that the originoel
metze ahoeld be preseeved as exactly oe tho difference of
the e lepgispes woull allow, in opder that the sirs
apaigmed £0 the Letin orjgnala in the * Peslmist,™ might
e equally available fur tho hymns in their Enghal dress,
atid thus render themm ueefol for novenas mnd ofher like
functione. Tn endeavouring to carry oat these deas, T reed
searcily say how many minor elegancies of diction, or tume
of thought, had to be sacrificed ; buk, on the uvther hand,
there is not ona of the English hymna which cannet e sung
o tha air to which the oorcesponding Labin criginal is et ;
and the oulity of this arrangemont ia sufficiontly proved by
the fact, that the trandlations are froquently thus emplogyed
by thnes wha find both devotion and plewsure in the ue of
Enoglish hymns, whila the saiifwetion with which they are
used i8 certainly nob lessened in tho mind of & pious and
gincere (latholio, by the reflaction that they are frenslated,
a8 closely aa it is prasible to render one languinge into another,
from the suthorized soogs of ths Charcl.

Without having the presumptivn either to oxpect or
believe that this littla volyme will Bnd much favour with
ibe learned or the erifie—if by sny chance it may fall into
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the hande of such—1 nevertheless hawe resson to expect
that there are many e whom it will be welermes, and who
will amile kindly npon it8 advent. Ag it is intended for this
latter clees, I think T may venture o aay, without any
undue pretemce of despising their opinion, that T am onm.
paratively indifferent za to ite recepfion bo the forder. If
it suceeed in amuaing and entertaining those for whom it is
intended, 1t will have athained ite end, and its author will
have no forther anxiety concarning it |

In ragard to the poema themaelves, of conmme it acarcely
becomea me to spealk. T T claim any merit for them, it ia
merely that of extreme simplicity, beth of thonght snd of
treatment. Mo deubt it wonld Te a graat deal better if every
one who reads postry wonld read Milton or Fhalespears ;
bt there are many readers who find bud Hitle entertainment
in thess works from the very fact that they are ton high—too
sblime for tham. To much simpla peopla—penpls, who while
they do not, ov cannot And entertoinment in the worka of the
great magters in the divine st atill desiee awd look for
poeiry of a simpla chavpobor—— I venturs humbly to offar this
little volume, To every one of the orgitial poets which it
eontains, [ have merely proposed to myself 6o toll & eimple
shory, or 1o Five exprossion to a simple wdes, iu the vory
gimplest mannar; bt 1 feel certnin that the poetns will e
nema the leas accaptable by the preat majority of the ronders
for whom they are intended on this acccunt, For the anme
reasone I have not employed any of those ancommon metres,
or faneiful far-fatched turns of thanght, which have oceapied
8o prominent a place o much moders poetry,

It only reromine for me to beg from the Catholic publie,
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and espacially from the guardians of yoath, for whom, as [
have said, thees volumes are sepacially intendad, some amall
ghare of that kind faveur which has been eo plemtifully
hestowed, and to & degres for beyend my expectations, npon
“The Two Victories," and ** The Rectoer's Danghter ;™
and this, not only in thess countries, but alss opon the
Continent, travelations of those works huving alrcady been
imsued by the first Catholie publishing honses in Fraucee and
Belginm.

With these explanatory remarke I sohmit my little
book, with great diffdencs, tn the Catholic poblio, I ¥
ghall be judged to have failed, I frost fhat the object which
I had in view will be my apology for the attemy, as it will
suraly be my own greatast sncomregement and support,
agein repeat, that T clwim as little for my ook as it is
poegible to cleim fer soy work which is worth publshing
at all ; bot if I, 8t least, did oot hope that my bouk were
worth prblishing {and alwuys, of conrse, considered in re-
Intion to the end for wlach it is intended), it wonld be great
presommphion on my pard thus to intrade it upon my
readers,

T..IL P



