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PREFACE.

No attempt has hitherto been made to present
in a convenient form the opinions of his Royal
Highness the Prince Consort on the many
important and interesting subjects with which
his benevolent and active mind was unceasingly
occupicd. To the Society of Arts belongs the
honour of having fitst published a collection
of his public addresses, comprising, as stated
in the preface, with one or two exceptions,
those which bore on questions of social pro-
gress. This publication, however, necessarily
contained much which was only of special appli-
cation, or of a merely formal or temporary cha-
racter, and having been published early in 1857,
it comprises, of course, no speech delivered
since that date,



iv Preface.

The aim of the compiler of the present
volume has been to collect from all the speeches
and addresses delivered by his Royal Highness
every passage which could stand alone, as
embodying distinct thoughts, or reflections of
general application, or- which appeared interest-
ing, a5 cxpressing an opinion or personal feeling
of their illustripus author, His carecr was one
rather of good deeds than many words. Its
record will be best found in the ever-extending
influences of his public labours; but if the
occasions on which he clothed his ideas in
language were few, his addresses abound in
passages which Englishmen would not willingly

et die. These have been carefully selected and
arranged, without reference to the time at which
they were spoken, with the view to give the
volume, as far as the nature of the matter
would allow, the waried character of 2 book of
table-talk; and thus to present a faithful minia-
ture of his mind, -



CONTENTS.

INTERESTS GF CLASSES IDENTICAL . ., , .
WiE HENEVOLENCE . . . . . &+ . . .
THE ELAVE TRADE . . . =« « &« . .
SCIENCE AND COMMON ZEMSE . . . .
‘THE DUTY OF THE RICH . . . . _ .
THE REAL MAGIC WaND . . . .« -
DETEIMINATION T¢ AvOID POLITICAL PARTIES
IMFROVEMENT OF THE LABOURING CLASE .
MAN A DIVINE INSTRUMERT. . . . . .
CHARACTER OF TIIE LATE 5IE ROBERT FEEL
SUTPOSED CERTAINTIES, OMLY FROBABILITIES
FROGRESS OF AGRICULTURE . . . . .

MISEIONARY LABDURE . . 4 & & + ¢ =
THE LIMITS OF STATISTICS . . . . - =
A FUTURE HAYER OF COMMERCE . . .« .
THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION . . . - .+ .

LANDLORDS AND THEIR TENANTS . . . .



i Contents.

Fuge
FEATURES OF ENGLISIL CHARACTER . . . . . . 29
TIE METHOD OF LOED BACON . . . .+ . + « . 30
POSITION OF DOMESTIC SERVWANTS . . . . 4 o+ . 32
THE USE ANTY ABUSE OF FIGURES . . o« . .« . .+ 34
OUR OBLIGATIONS TO THE PAST . . . . . . . 35
NECHGSETY OF METHOD . . . . . « . . . . 3B
AN OLD CITY COMPANY . . . . . +« o« = . . 3B
‘THE THILOSOTHER AND THE CHILD . . . « . . 39
THE ROVAL ACADBEMY , . . . . . . . . . . 40
IMPORTAKCE OF CLASSIFVING KNOWLEDGE . . . . 42
FOREIGN DISTRUST OF THE GREAT EXHIBITION . . 33
A MODEL LODGING HOUSE . . &« = . & 4 . #&
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE AGE . + - - .« o+ + -+ &4
MENDEISSOHR . . . 2 « =« o« - = - - . . 4B
DEFKCYS OF OUR CRNSUS . . « . & - . - « « 48
FOLITICAL ECONOMY . . .+ + . « « « o« & 49
CHARACTERS™ TO SERVANTS . . . . . . . . &0
FRFLINGS ON FPRESIDING AT A GREAT SCIENTIFIC
ASTEMBLY . . L . . . . . . . 3t
THE CRADLE OF POLITICAL ARITHMETIC , . g4
ALDYS IO S\:IEN'II'FI;: OHSERVATION . . . . . . 56
THE EXHIBITION OF 185t . . . . . . ., . 57
PUDLIC ENCOURAGEMENT OF SCIENCE . . . . ., 5§
THE EDINDURGH NATIONAL GALLERY 61

THE CITY OF ABEERDEEN AND THE 5TULY OF THI-
LOSOPHY . . .

S T R T

63



Confents. vii
Page

IMPORTANCE TO SCIENCE OF INTERNATIONAL COM-
MUNICATION . . + « = + = & & « « » BT
POWER OF PUPLIC OFINION . . . . . . . . . 6g
INFLUENCES OF CRITICISM ON ART . . woe . g
EVIL EFFECTS OF TRADE IN ART . . . . . ., . 7@
ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT . . . . . . . . Tf
THE OLD TARISH SCHODL . . . . - . . . . 7%
THE ENGLISHMAN'S JEALOUSY OF CONTROL . . . . Ts
ADVANTAGES OF A NEUTRAL GROUND . . . . . 78
BTARTLING FACTS . . . . . . . + & « & « 7%
THE BOOT OF A CHREAT EVIL . . . + « =« « . 79
THE POOR MAN'S CHILDEEN . . « « « . . . « 85I
SERVANTS' BAVINGS . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
REGLECT QF SCIENTIFIC STUDIES . . .« . . .« . 84
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND . . . . . . « « . Bg
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS . .+ &« & &« + . « 87
OUR DEFENDENCE ON EACH OCHER . . . . , , B8
IMTORTANCE OF UNIFORMITY . . , . ., . , . B
A FRAYER FOR THE SPREAD OF TRUTH . . . . . %9
AN AGRICULTUBAL SHOW . , + . . .+ . « . . §f
THE CLERGY AS HUSBANDS AND FATHERS . . . . 03
MERITORIOUS “‘BORES™ |, . . . . . ., . . . 04
GROWTH OF LONDON . . . . - . = . . + . B§
THE OLD ENGLISH FABIT . . & o o« o o« = .« = §F
SCIENCE, ART, AND INDUSTREY , . . . . . . = §9
SELF-RELIANCE AND THE WORKING CLASSES . . . 09



