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PREFACE.

In presenting to the public a Collection of Treaties showing
how.the Trade between this conntry and Austria is regulated ab
the present mement, I beg to offer the following explanation as to
what has led to the nccessity for such & Work,

It ia well known that a desire has recently Leen publicly
expressed by Austria, Turkey, and other Foreign Powers, to revise
their Commercial Tresties not enly with this eountry but with
other States. Ne work, however, exists giving in a convenient
and accessible form, in ome volume, the Treatics which are in
force at the present date beiween ihiz eountry and Foreign States,
80 that, in the cvent of informgtion being required with regard to
any particular Stats, it would necessitato a very careful search,
through many volumes, published in o varlety of languages, o
ascertain it

To obviate this ineonvenience in fulore, and to save others the
Jabour and trouble which such a research would inevitably entail,
I have undertaken to comnpile the present Work, |

My objeet will be to show precisely, not only which of our
Commercial Treaties gre now, whelly or partially, in force, but
also what Comuinercial Treaties lave been conecluded between
Foreign States containing elauses conferring mere favourable
treatment o their respective Subjects, Commerce, and Naviga-
tion than are specially provided for in the English Treaties, bugt
the benefits of which concessions are, or might be, enjoyed by
Dritish subjects under the *most-favoured-nation” clanacs of the
English Treaties.

To undertake the examination of the Treaties of every country,
for the purpose of ascertaining these facts, must neccasarily be a
work of time. It {s, therefore, proposed to issue to the public, in
Parts, the Treaties relating to each country separately, as soen
as the examination into each country shall have been eompleted ;
and the present Part will form the first of the Serles,

The ohject of the Work and the necessity for its compilation
will be more elenrly understood by citing a few examples.

i
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v PREFACE.

Take for instance the case of AvsThRiA. 1In our Treaty with
that country, concluded on the 16th December, 1865, it is simply
stated that British Subjects and Commerce shall be placed in
Austris on the footing of the “most favoured nation:” but in
the Treaties which Austria has concluded with other Towers, it is
expresaly declaved that their Subjects are exempted from all
Military Services amd Expctions, such as Forced Loans; that they
me only to pay the same Jazes ay natives; and that they may
sequire and possess real and personal Property, end dispose of the
same by Will or otherwise; whilat, in the case of Germany aud
Italy, it is stated that their vessels may participate in the Codsting
Trade, Now all these privilezes may be enjoyed Ly British
subjects under the “mest-favoured-nation” clauses of the Treaties

“pow in force between Great Dritsin and Austiia; and this fact
is shown in the present Work, by giving, fiest, copies of our own
Treaties with Austria, and then an English translation of those
clauses of the Treaties which Austrin las concluded with other
Powers, the benefita of which may be cnjoyed by this country
under the * most-favoured-nation  clauses of the English Treatics ;
whilst to facilitate reference to the Treaties themselves a short
Bummary or Abstract is also given of the contents of each Treaty
the whole heing carefully indezed.

This plan it is proposed to adopt with regand to our Treaty
engagements with avery ecunixy.

Take another cage, that of Trpery., Our last Commercial
Treaty with Turksy (of the 20ih April, 1861}, begina by stating
that all rights, privileges, and fnmunities which had heen con-
ferred on the subjeets or ships of Great Britain by the exisiing
# Capitulations® and Treaties were eonfirmed now and for ever,
with the exception of these clauses of the said “ Capitulations”
which it was the object of that Trealy to medify. Now the
English Capitulatioms with the Porte dale as far back as 1675, and
in them it is stated that the English are o enjoy the benefits of
every favour and privilege which had at that time been enjoyed by

_the “Venetians,” “Poles” and other nations. _

But in no published work can it be clearly ascertsined what
portions of these “Capitulations " and former Treaties are actually
in force at the present day, or how far this country can claim the
benefits of the * mosi-favoured-nation” freatment, and the only
way of ascertaining this faet is by carefully comparing these old
doeuments, first with our own Treaties with Turkey, and then with
the Treaties which Turkey has concluded with other Powers; amd
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even when this is done, notes will have to be added, showing what
alterations have Lieen made in the English Treaties themselves, and
what changes, if any, have been made in the Turkish Tariff annexed
to them.

Take one more instance, the case of Spain. This country has
coneluded no new Commercial Treaty with Spain since the Peace
of 1814, But by an Additional Article to that Treaty, dated 28th
August, 1814, Greab Britein was admitted to trade with Spain,
pending the negotiation of o new Treaty of Commerce, upon the
same conditions as existed bLefore 1796. This Additional Article
also ratified and confirmed all Treaties of Commerce, which at that
period existed between the two nations. These early Treaties, and
Spanish “ Cedulas” of British privileges alluded to in them, date as
far back as 1645, and although they are in many respects quite
inconsistent with modern civilization, nevertheless they confer
upon British subjeets the privilages of the “ most favoured nation
and es they ave freqnently appealed to as being still in force,
it would evidently be eonvenient that they should be collacted
together, carefully examined and annotated, in order to show which
clanses may fairly be considered ns being still binding.

And although it may be said to be treating so important e
subject with levity, I cannot refrain from drawing attention to one
more fact to show how impossible it would be in these enlightened
days to insist too literally on the execution of the stipulations of
all our ancient Treaties with foreign Powers, nobwithstanding they
muy be said to have hwen renewed and confirmed to their full
extent by modern Treaties.

In one of the latest Treaties concluded between thiz country
and Tripoli (signed on the 10th May, 1812, and which is still in
force), it was stated that the Bashaw of Tripoli was  desirous of
maintaining inviolable the existing Treaties Dbelween the two
countries ;" and it was then declared that *they should all have
their full effect and virtue, and be locked upon sz renewed and
confirmed.” One of the Treatfes thus confirmed was the Treaty
of the 1lst May, 1676, in which the following singular passage
occurs :—" Whosoever shall at any time violate snd bresk any
part of the said Artiele or Articles of Peaco shall assuredly be
punished with the greatesi severity, and hdis or thetr Heads shall
smanediately be end off, and forthwith be presented unto suy officer
whom the mogt Serenc King of Great Britain shall authorize to
make demand thereof 1

Enough has, therefors, I think, Leen gaid to show the necessity
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for a thorough examination into the binding nature of our Treaiy
engagements with foreizn Powers, in order to ascertain in what our
privileges really consist, The task which I have undertaken is, I
am well aware, a diffieult and responsible one, but I confidently
hope that I shall be able in course of time to show precisely how
the country stands commercinlly with every nation, so far as Trea-
ties are concerned ; and to Le sble to present this information to
the public in a convenient and accessilile form,

Such a Work, I trust, will be looked upon nz a valuable
addition to, rather than as a substitute for, the well-knewn
standard Work whicl: was commenced by my Father and las, since
his death, been continued by myseli— Hertslet's Commercial
Treaties;” a Work which contazina net enly information relating
to Commeres and Navigation, but also Treaties, Laws, &c., relating
to Postal arrangements, Slave Trade matters, and a variety of other
information relating to the privileges of foreigmers in the British
Dominions and of British subjects nbroad—which it is my inten-
tion to continue to publish oo precisely the smme principle as
heretofore. I must, however, express o hope that my present
endeavours to unravel the mystery which it is generally admitted
has for 0 long a period surrounded our Commerciel Treaty engage-
ments with other Powers will be leniently dealt with by those
who, from the practical information which they possess on the
subject, are beat able to eriticisa it. In conclusion, I will only
add that I desire it to Dbe clearly understood that, although the
publication of these Tamrs, of which the present is the fimst of
the Series, has received the sanction of the Seerclary of State for
Foreign Affairs, the undertaking itself ia purcly a private one, and
that I em solely vesponsible for the ficts recorded, as well as for
tha accuracy of the statements made therein,

EDWARD HERTSLET.

Foveign Office,
1st JSunnary, 1875.
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