THE PROPHET OF
SAN FRANCISCO



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649351398

The Prophet of San Francisco by Louis F. Post

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LOVIS F. POST

THE PROPHET OF
SAN FRANCISCO

ﬁTrieste






P

1 The Prophet of
W San Francisco

By

Louis F. Posy

Published by
L. 5. DICKEY & co,
79 Dearborn Sireet, Chicago, 11,
L




Eem13v3.04F

v

HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARY
DEXTER FUND
Pev. 16, If\.? i3

Copyright 1904
LOUIS F. POST

ELIZABEYH FUR €0
ELIZARETH, W J




Prepared for the megular schems and exerclses of ike
Chicage Liverary Clut for the azason of 1602 and 1943, and
read before the Chab at |t8 regular meeling onthe sl xisanik
of November 1002






=r 8% 35k 5%

THE PROPHET OF
SAN FRANCISCO

m ANY an epithet flung in derision

clings with honor, and that
which the Duke of Argyle ap-
plied to Henry George is not an
exception. Among those whose minds have
grasped the ecomomic principles to which
this distinguished American appealed, and
whoee hearts have throbbed with the high
amoral purpose of his prophetic crusade, no
name for him is cherished with more af-
fection than the learned Duke’s ungracious
epithet—"The Prophet of San Francizeo.”

Like the ‘fmphetn of Terael, Henry
George warned a corrupted civilization that
it must mend its ways or perish. Like them
he proclaimed anew the immutable decree
that mankind must conform to the laws of
righteousness or suffer the matural conse-
quences of unrighteonsness. Listen to his
‘Warning cry:

“The flat has gone forth! With steam
and electricity, and the new powers born of
progress, forces have entered the world
thet will either compel us to a higher plane
or overwhelm us, as nation after nation, as
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civilization efter civilization, have been
overwhelmed before. Tt is the delusion
which precedes destruction that sees in the
popular unrest with which the eivilized
world is feverishly pulsing only the pass-
ing effects of ephemeral causes. Between
democratic ideas and the aristocratic ad-
jnstments of society there is an irrecomeil-
able conflict. Here in the United States,
aa there in Europe, it may be seen arising.
We cannot go on permitting men to vote and
forcing them to tramp. We eannot go on
educating hoys and girle in our public
schools end then refusing them the right to
earn an honest living. We cannot go on
prating of the inalienable rights of man
and then denying the inalienable right
to the bounty of the CUreafor, Even
now, in old bottles the new wine begins to
ferment, and eclemental forces gather for
the strifel”*

That was the burden of his Elrnphecj on
the darker side. It was upon the brighter
side, however, that he laid his emphasia.
The splendid elimax of all his preaching
was tll'fe ingpiring lesson that conformity
to the laws of rightecusness also has
natural consequences, and that these are
like gifts from the gods. With the warn-
ing prelude just quoted, the thought of
the prophet begins to mount ss a brighter

rospect comes within his vision. “But!”

g joyously exclaims—and then, while s
ghadow of doubt passes before the hopeful
picture, he lingers & moment upon a ques-

*Library edltion of the Works of Henry George.  * Progress
and Poverty." p- 5ok
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tioning “if "—"hut if, while there is
vet time, we turn to Justice and ohey her,
if we trust Liberty and follow her, the
dangers that now threaten must disappear,
the forcee that now menace will turn to
agencies of elevation. Think of the powers
now wasted; of the infinite flelde of knowl-
edge yet to be explored; of the possibilities
of which the wondrous inventiona of this
century give ve but a hint. With want
deatmyedg;l with greed changed to noble
passions; with the fraternity that is born
of equahity taking the place of the jealounsy
and fear that now array men against each
other; with mentsl power loosed by con-
ditions that give to humblest comfort
and leisure; and who shall measure the
heights to which our civilization may soar?
Words fail the thought! If is the Golden
Age of which poets have sung and high-
raised pears have told im metaphor! It is
the gloricus vision which has always
haunted man with pleams of fitful aplendor.
It iz what he saw whose eyes at Potmos
were closed in a trance. It is the culmina-
tion of Christianity—the City of God on
garth, with its walls of jasper and its gates
of pearll If is the reign of the Prince of
Peace!”*

With that prophetic utteranee on his lips,
Henry George came up out of San Fran-
cisco to excite the petulance of a Brottich
duke, whilst awakening the civilized world
to 8 consciousness of 1ts moet deadly com-
munal sin. And seldom have prophets
mtm_ﬂ_ll;‘w the Works of Henry George. “Progress.
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