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INTRODUCTIOXN.

Tne first dwenty-fous posnis of the presens volumo are preserved
in the Dighy MS. 102, of the Bodlelaw. This MS., a parchinsnt
eodex of fhe 1300 contury, contaiiess 1. W, Langland’s Vision son-
comning Piers the Plongliman aud concorning Dhowel, Dohet, ol
Diobeat, leaves 1-97, imperfact ab the boginning, commencing in the
middle of pasus ITT. The text agrecs with the Ctext printed by
the Hev, W, Skeat. % The prosent poers, composed in the fimt
. marter of the 15th cominry, leaves 98-127, 3, A motrical paraphrese
of the seven Ienitential Paalims by Richard of Mordestone, loavea
128-135, 4, The debate of the Body and the Soul, leaves 1584130
The present pieces are writlen noress the poge like proze, the divisions
of the lines boing only marked by little strokes. The titles in red ware
addek at n labar time, but probably by the same eopyisty the ssme s
the ense with the paragmph-marks, alternately red and blue, of the
beginning of every stapzs, and with the Latin masginal notes which
occur on aokne pages.  Leaf 110 was turned over together with leaf
120}, and so the tisles and the coloured pasgraph-marks are missing
in the 19th amd 20th poems, which stand on leaf 119, tnck, and on
leaf 120

All ewenty-four poems are mosh probably by the same author.
Aliast all of them have one and the szame religions character.
ibey warn againgt warldly folly, and praise virtue, always sotting
i great valus on the works of & man, bat sone on hin words, They
[reieently recommend rightecusness for pragtienl reasons, During
the tarbulent reign of Henry IV., and in the beginnlng of the
French war under Henry V., the posms promise the virtuous,
besides the bliss of henven, suecess in worldly affairs, riches, power,
snd good advice. In time of war, the pious may rely on Goed, for
He fights for them, He gives them eourage nnd vietery, and beags
their enemvies with illness, fear, and woe. (1T 75 ; TTI 75, 83, 95,
109 et mpy. ; TX 141 f ap s X180 of mpg.; X1 53 of spq., 81 of syy.,
I et apg; XVIL12T.)  The wicked are threatened with cowardice,



viti  The Porms ave democratic, and denswnce all Wisng-foing.

dreail, strife, and defent (T T3 of sgg.; IIL 75, 77; IV 195 o sy ;
X1 84; XIIIL86),

Farther, the pieces show ono and the same democrmtic tendeney,
They declare the Commans to be the most inportant of all estates; the
Commons make o kingdons (1T 89 of agp), they sapport the konour
of the lords and of the churel, they sre the ornament of the king's
erown {EI11 1£1 of agq.); to stand with them, ia the highest charity,
which Gl alome eon reward (XITES3 of app k. The pocms strive also
to protect the lower moke against the encroachmants of the lopds and
offiesrs, eapecially against the injustice of the judges, The laws hed
already Boon very badly execubsl in the last years of Edwand IIT.;
undor Richard TL they lost the reat of their pewer ; nnd L wos Jong
before Henty TV, sucoeeded in restoring them to their former auiler-
ity, Im his roign, boo, the jumlges, insteal of linding themseives to
tha obl Yaws nnd stibites, took Twibes, and wers lod Gy favour amd
polfinterest ; and the nobility often unsed oppression ogainst fhe
inferfor clusses, and took theie property with wrong, The present
pivaea enll upon the judges to be jnst, and not fo sall ther judgmanta
for money {1 153 of sgq.; 10125 TX 57 et apy.; XVIIL180). Oficers
sre warnel that the people belomg to God, omd ik TTe Tas ordered
{Jem to povern it efter doht and reason, amd withont solfishness (T 17
it gy TIT 129 of wpg.; XIIT 81 of agh. The nobility are rominded
that they will have to aceount for everything they possess, and for
e menns by which they pot it ; thereforo, ey are exhborted e fet
gverybody Love Lis doe, and bo restone b0 the poor the goods of
whieh they have robbed them snresptitionsly (T 23 of spp. 33, 117
VII B1 etwpy.; VIIL 3 of agg.; X 10T of wgy,; X1 42 XTIV 59,66,
AVIIBY o oy ; XX 37, 58 of wpp: 14D & ag.),

The pooms afm alen st sl persons as njure the peopde indivectly
by ilefaeing teutly, By fatbering the king and tha lords, and by mis-
Temding thenn, by their eounsel, to bad setions,  They contain many
a Tine dnolefence of trath, and to the soppeession of falsshood. They
Tike to vepresent Truth and Falsehood o= personz always persecuting
ntwl fighbing oach obler TV 12, 113; XTTGT of & 73 XIIT 30, 100,
103 of e}, Truth never retires cowandly (IIL 6; IV 1587 ; XII 74),
for (el sends s elimnpion Vengeanse to hia help (IV 115, 117
of dpger RIT 77 of sgge; XITL 8BS of aggek Troch cannot be ontirmly
inbaduenl ; Lo alwnys appears again, and speaks bafore the whels people
(IV 97-104; XII 76; XIII 50) DMany of thoee pieces onution
apainst those who, pmctising sycoplancy, eow discord hetween the



