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EXPLANATION.

This histary is poilished in owo volumes. The first volume
coentains the simple narrative, and the second is in the nature
of am appendiz, contining ampde disenssions of important
events. a collection of Blographies and many official docu-
ments justitying aul verifving the statements in this volame,
At thie end of each chapder 15 given the sources of the -
formation therein contained, nod at the end of each volume
1= an e,



PREFACE.

One of the rarest exceptions in literature 1z a production
devoid of personal feeling,  ew indeed are the men, who,
realizing that the responsibilicy for their writings will be
for them alone to Lear, will not utlize the advantage for the
promigation of things as they would like them t0 be, Many
of the works of the Aocients fail to stand the test of modern
historical criticizm becaise the advancing conception of his-
torical labors is getting farther and farther from discursive
amalysis and closer and closer to the presentation of plain,
unvarmshed faces,

“History is philesopiy teaching by example,” savs Diony-
sins, and 1t is obvious that it we are to “judge the future by
the pist.”” that the main requisite is a complete record. *To
study history” sayvs Wilmod, "“is 1o study Hiterature,  The
bingraphy of 2 nation contaiss all ita works, No trifle is to
be neglected. A mouldering medal is a letter of twesty cen-
turies,  Antiguities which bave been heautitully calied his-
tory defaced, composed 18 Teliest conmmentary,”

Partoni, i the preface o his Lite of Jackson, gives an
apt illustration of the true historizn’s duty. A young elergy-
man, iresh from the universicy, hecame rector of one of the
olidest of Fnglish parizhes.  Fxamining his church, he found
hat a crost was allog frem the walls,  The wardens sug-
gested whitewash, but the new rector discovered that white-
wash had been apphied oo many times already, and that 1t
was these surpius coats which were falling,

Therenpon, he resolved that istead of applying more. he
wotld remiove that alveady on the walls, When this was
dene, the beautiful frescoes which had been ohseuvred for
many vears were exposed o the view, These pamntings,
some of them by the world's grentest artists. had been hidden
in order that the cracks might be filled,  The true beauty of
the strizcture hadd been saerificed to hide the natural results
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of man’s impertect work.  After the restoration. the defects
marred the glory of the decorations, yet it left a subject for
study even 11 not for unqualified admiration,  And above
all. those viewing it conld be possessed of the conscionsness
that they were heholding the ruth—lispleasing though it
might he—vyet unguestionally and plainly the trmth,

It is net for the writer of kiziery to decide what shall and
what shall not be recorded, any imore than it is justifiable
for a church-member 1o accept certain articles of his religion
and repudinte the athers; each must he all-inclasive or of no
importance. s a consequence, it is not within the proper
Leunds of historieal endeavor to be argumentative.  The
person who fnvestigates and accumulates facts for the par-
pose of srengthening his pre-conceived opinions is not a
historian,  History's worst eneiry is the writer who distorts
facts to holster prejudice.  Histories siould not be intended
to convinee, but to enlichten, ‘The true historian's duty is
to uncover the naked truth, and thongh this be a disagreea-
hle task, it is duty neveribeless. In the words of Lord
Dacon, the reader should “Reace not te Contradict, and Can-
iute; Nor to Beleeve and Take for granter; Nor to Finde
Talke and Discourse; Put to Weigh and Consider.”

In this History of Mecklenburg County, the author has
endeavared to present an histoviead record, not an historical
discussion.  “IFacts are stubbarn,” and when they are all in
hanel, it ts well to et them speak for themselves,

DAL o rRINE,

December 1, 1003,
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