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PREFACE.

It is curions that, notwithstanding the litigation that often
takes place over theatrical matters, so little seems to be known
by the theatrical profession of the ordinary legal primciples
that are iuvolved in their disputes, It must be confessed,
though, thatthe intricacies and dryness of the law are enongh
to drive away members of a less jovial profession than that
of the stage; nevertheless, the law relsting to things thea-
trical iz interesting, and meoy a ‘six-and-eight’ would be
saved if it were better nnderstood.

An endeavour has, therefore, been made in the following
pages to explain, in as simple a manner as possible, such parta
of the law as reiate to subjecta with which the profession is
concerned. Degal terms have, a2 far as possible, been avoided,
and theatrical eases exemplifying legal principles have been
given in full. Bome of these, it is boped, will be found
interesting from an historical as well as from a legal point of
view. A few of them have already been disonssed in the
pages of the Hra in a series of articles on the sabject con-
tributed by the anthor.

To make this little work as complete and useful as
poseible, Acts of Parliament relating to theatrical matters and
the regnlations of the Lord Chamberlain and London County
Council are set oot in full in the Appendix. Any informa-
tion a8 to decisions from time to time given In courta of
law on theatrical topics will be welcomed,

A AR
4 EisToRzAR,
Loroon, E.O.:

January 1608,
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