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EDITORIAL NOTE:

I am indebted as follows for copyrighted
material appearing in this book: To the
(George W. Jacobs Company for the extract
from Historic Inventions by Rupert S. Hol-
land; to Doubleday Page and Company for
A Blave Among Slaves from Up From Slavery
by Booker T. Washington. The White Man's
Foot is used by permission of and speecial
arrangement with Houghton Mifflin Com-
pany. Mrs. Mary Stuart Cutting has given
permission to republish in this eonneetion her
poem The Town Called After Him,



PREFACE

I have written this book because I believe
that the story of the American people as it is
embodied in the history of our United States
supplies the most important material for
character building in the entire field of
elementary education, and should be offered
to children in a new, humanitarian way a8 a
means of helping them to understand the
present.

The plan of the book is to present the
development of our nation, not as a summary
of unrelated facts and a eonfusion of dates,
but as one of the most vivid panoramas the
world has ever known, its first scene laid
on Plymouth Rock and its last the flight of an
American aviator winging his way over a
battlefield in Europe. The historieal episodes
that make this panorama are selected and pre-
gented in such a way as to show boys and girls
that our present position as a great people



is the result of following the road of freedom
we have been building steadily ever sinee the
landing of the Pilgrims, and that real de-
mocracy can be really efficient, not only in
the ease of our own nation, but in our relations
to the other peoples of the world.

My method of presenting these historieal
epochs is different from the average story in
American history in that it makes a direct
appeal to conduet and to life,

Kach story has a central character from
history as its hero who played a part, begin-
ning often with youth, in our development as a
free country. The children who read the
stories will feel and understand our history
as the men who made 1t did. Through this
appeal to the imagination, boys and girls of
today are mnzpired to follow lines of right
conduct and to achicve as our ancestors did,
They are helped to understand the drama of
present national events in terms of our valiant
historical past. They feel an urge to be,
themselves, a part of our history tomorrow.

The stories embody only those fundamental
facts and dates which have a direct bearing
upon our present position as a great, free,



