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. ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Author of this Tragedy, Mr
Schiller, was educated in the Ecole Mil;-
faire, founded by the Duke of Wirtem-
berg. At the age of twenty-three, he
wrote this piece, which procured him the
higheft reputation over all Germany ; but
the  rigour of thar inftitution, to whofg
difcipline he was then fubjected, being
adverft to fuch purfuits, he was prohibit-
ed the ufe of his pen, under pain of im-
prifonment. Indignant at this unworthy

‘reftraint, he left his native country, and

now refides at Manheim, where he has the
title of Aulic Counfellor of the Palatinare
of Bavaria. Befides this Tragedy, he ig
the Author of two others, The Confpiracy
o Figfeo, and Cabal and Love, He was

* likewife
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vi. ADVERTISEMENT,

likewife employed latcl_ir in the compofi-
tion of a Tragedy on the ftory of Don

Carlos 3 but whether it is yet finifhed or
not, is uncertain. The three Plays above

mentioned are publifhed in one volume,

printed at Manheim, by C, F. Schwan and
G. G, Goetz, 1786,
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P R EF A C E

OF this moft extraordinary produétion,
Tbe Tragedy of the Robbers, it is proba-
ble that different opinions may be formed
by the Critics, according to thofe varicus
ftandards by which they are in ufe to exa-
mine and to rate the merit of dramatical
compofitions. To thofe who have formed
their tafte on Ariftotelian rules, derived
from the meagre drama of the Greeks,
or on the equally regular, though more
varied, compofitions of the French ftage,
accommodated to the fame rules, this
Tragedy, as tmnfgreﬂing. againft the two
chief unities of Time and Place, will be
judged a wvery faulty compofition, But
even to fuch Critics, if they are endowed

with
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vii @ PREFACE

with any real perception of the fublime
and beautiful, this compofition will be
acknowledged, in fpite of its irregulariry
as a whole, to abound with paffages of
the moft fuperior excellence, and to ex-
hibit fitnations the moft powerfully inte-
refting that can be figured by the imagi-

nation.

On the other hand, to thofe who are
difpofed to confider a firi® adherence to
the unities, as a factitious criterion of
dramatic merit, as originating from no
bafis in nature or in good fenfe, and as
impofing a limitation on the fphere of the
drama, by excluding from it the moft in-
terefting actions or events, which are in-
capable of ‘being confined within thofe
rules, this performance will be found to
poflefs a degree of merit that will intitle it
to rank in the very firft clafs of drama-
tical compofitions. This Tragedy touches
equally thofe great mafter-fprings of .Ter-
ror and of Pity, It exhibits a confli® of

the
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the paffions, fo ftrong, fo varied, and fo
affeCting, that the mind is never allowed
*to repofe itfelf, but is hurried on through
alternate emotions of compaflion’and ab-
horrence, of anxiety and terror, of admi-
ration and regret, to the cataftrophe. The
Hnguage too is bold and energetic, high-
ly impaflioned, and perfe@tly adapted to
the expreflion of that fublimity of fens
timent which it is intended to convey.

A diftinguifthing feature of this piece,
is a certain wildnefs of fancy, which difs
plays itfelf not only in the delineation’ of
the perfons of the drama, but in the
painting of thofe fcenes in which the acs
tion is laid, 'This ftriking circumftance of
merit in the Tragedy of the Robbers was
obferved and 'fe]: by ‘a critic of. genuine
tafte, who, in an excellent account of the
German Theatre, in which he has par-
ticularly analyzed this Tragedy, thus
exprefles himfelf: % The intrinfic force’
“ of this dramatic charader, (the hero

b . [ ﬂf'



