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THE UNLVERSITY CONVOCATION

.

OF THE

STATE OF NEW YORK.

1. SEETCH OF IT8 ORIGIN, OBJECTS AND PLAN,
[Reprinted trom the Proosedings of former yeara, by direction of the Convocation.)

At a meeting of the Regents of the University, held on the 9th -
day of January, 1863, the reports of co]iagﬂa snd academies, and
their mutual relations, being under econsideration, the following
resolution was unamimonsly adopted : '

Resolved, That it is expedient to hold annually, onder the direction
of this Board, & meeting of officers of evlleges and aeademies, and
that a committee be appointed to draft 4 programme of businesa for
the proposed meeting, to fix the time and place, and to make such
other arrangements a8 they may deem necessary. :

The committee of arrangements on the part of the Regents were
Chancellor Pruyn, Governor Beymonr, M? Benedict, Mr. Hawley,
Mr. Clinton, Mr. Perkins and Secretary Woolworth. -

The meeting was held according to appointment, on the 4th and
Sth days of Angust, 1863, Chancellor Pruyn briefly stated the
objects entertained by the Regents, which were mainly  to consider
the mutnal relations of colleges and academies, and to promote, as
largely as possible, the cause of liberal education in our State. While
it is a part of the duty of the Regents of the University to visit the
fourteen * literary colleges, and more than two hundred academies
subjeet to their supervision, it is obvions that this cannot be done as
frequently as desirable, and that some sach method as is now
Proy , whareby teachers may compare views with each other, and
with the Regenots, and discuss methods of instroction and general
modes of procedure, is alike practicable and necessary.

#*How tweaty-three (L8,



2 ' Uxiversity CONVOOATION,

* A law enacted more thau three-fourths of & century ago was cited,
by which the University wes organized and clothed with powers
gimilar to those held by the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford
in England.

The University of the Btate of New York, though generlly
regarded as a legal fiction, is, in truth, a grand reality. The namer-
ousinstitotions of which it is cornposed, are not, indeed, as in England,
erowded into a eingle eity, but are scattered, for popular convenience,
over the entire State. It is hoped that the present meeting will
more fully develop this faet, in accordance with which the officers
of colleges and academies now convened are cordially welcomed as
members of & great State University. It iz also confidenttly expected
that the deligzmtium now inangnrated will result in the more
intimate alliance and co-operation of the various institutions helding
chartered rights under the Regents of the University.”

The Chancellor and Secretary of the Regents were, on motion,
duly elected Emsir]in and recording officers of the meeting. A
committee, subsegnently made permanent for the year and designated
a8 the execntive committee,was appointed by the Chancellor to prepare
an order of proceedings. Awnong other recommendations of the
committee, the following were submitted and unanimonsly adopted :

The Regents of the University of this 8tate have called the present
meeting u%athe officers of the colleges and academiessunbject to their
visitation, for the purpose of mutual consultation regpecting the canse
of education, especialiy in the higher departments. It mes &

" question of interest whether this convention shall assume a perma-
nent form and meet at stated intervals, either annnally, biennially
or triennially. In the opinion of the committee it seems eminently
desirable that the Regents and the instruetors in the colleges and
academies shonld thus meet, with reference to the attainment of the
following objects:

1at. 'I% secure & better sequaintance among those engagedin these
departments of inatruction, with each other and with 53& Regents:

2d. To eecore an interchange of opinions on the best methods of

- instruetion in both colleges and seademies; and, as & consequence, ,

8d. To advance the standard of eduncation througheout the State.

4th. To adopt such common rales 88 may seem best fitted to pro-
mote the harmonious workings of the Btate systerm of education.

5th. To consult and eo-operate with the Regents in devising and
executing snch plans of edueation as the sdvanced state of the popu-
lation may demand.

6th. To exert a direet influence upon the people and the Legisla-
tore of the State, personally and through the press, so as to secure
such an appreciation of a thorough system of education, together
with such pecuniary aid and leglslative enactments, as will place the
inatitutions here represented in & position worthy of the population
and resources of the State,

And for the attainment of thesa cbjects, the committee recom-
mend the adoption of the following resolutions:




Ortaiy, OBIZOTS AKD PLaAN, ' i

Reaolved, That thia meeting of officern of colleges and aeademies
be hereafter known and designated as “The University Convoca-
tion of the State of New York.”

Rssolved, That the members of this Convocation ehall embrace,

‘1. The members of the Board of Regents,

2. Allinstructors in colleges, normal schools, academies and higher
departments of dpublic schonls that are sulject to the visitation of
the Regents, and (by amendment of 1868) the trustees of all such
institntions. '

8. The president, first ‘vice-president, and the recording and cor-
responding seeretaries of the New York State Teachers' Association.

Besolved, That.the Chancellor and Sacretary of the Board of
Regents shall act severally as the presiding ofhicer and permanent
secretary of the Convoeation.

Regolved, That the meeting of this Convecation shill be held
annually, in the city of Albany, on the first Tuesday in Angust [see
amendment], at 10 o'elock, A, ¥, unless otherwise appointed by the
Board of Regents. [Asmended, tn 1873, us to the time of meeting,
-by making it the first Tnesday after the Fourth of July, except
when the Fonrth cecurs on Monday, in which case it shall be &
second Tuesday thereafter.)

Resolved, That at each sonval Convoeation the Chancellor shall
annonnce the appointment, by the Regents, of sn execotive com-
mittee of seven members, who shall meet during the recess of the
Convocation, at sach time and place as the Regents may direct, with
authority to transact business connected with ita genersl object.

At the fourth anniversary, held Augnet 6th, Tth and 8th, 1887, it
was

Fesolved, That the Regents be requested to invite the attendance
of representatives of colleges of other Statos at futnre anniveraaries
of the Convocation,

At the fifth anniversary, held Angust 4th, 5th and 6th, 1868, the
following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

fegolved, That there be appointed by the Chancellor, at each

annual meeting, & committes of necrology, to consist of three persons.

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of each member of the Con-
voeation to notify the chairnan of the committer of necrology of
the decease of members oerarring in their immediate neighborhood
or circle of acquaintance, As an assistance to the preparation of their
report.

Resolved, That the Secretary publish, with the report of each
year's proceedings, the original resolutions of 1863, as they are or
may be from tiwe to time amended, together with the two foregoing,
a8 a means of better informing the members of the Convocation in
regard to its natore and the purposes of its organization.



4 UNLvERSITY CONVOCATION.

UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

Ax OppINANoOE RELATIVE To THE Universrrr Convocarion,
Puassed Aprdl 11, 1879,

The Regents of the University of the State of New York declare
and ordain as follows: '

Beoriow 1. The University Convoeation hitherto existing is
hereby constituted and established as the Convoeation of the Uni-
versity of the State of New York, and shall continue to be called
and kpown by the style of *f The University Convoeation.” It
shall conaiat of such members of the Board of Regents of the Uni-
versity and such instruetors, officers and trostees of the several col-
leges, academies and other seminaries subject to the visitation of the
Regents and conatituent members of the University, as shall at the
time being attend. The purpose of the Convoeation shall be to
secare an interchange of opinions on the subject of edueation and
of literature, science and art, and to advance their standard in this
State; to harmonize the workings of the State system of education ;
and, by essays, treatises, discussions and resolutiobs, on subjects
connected with literature, science and art and with the eredit,
interest and welfare of the University and the institutions com-
posing it, to recommend to such institutions and to the Regents, for
their consideration, such aetion as may be expedient and lawful,

§ 2. The Convocation shall meet in the city of Albany, at the
Capitol, on the first Toesday after the Fourth of July, except when
the Fourth oceurs on Monday, in which ease it shall be the second
Tuesday thereafter, or at such other time and place as may be
directed by the Hegents. A quorum shall consist of those present
at any acteal sitting of the Convoeation. The Board of ote
shall ‘always be in session dnring the meeting of the Couvocation,
with such recesses of the Regents and of the Convoeation as may be
expedient. The Chancellor and Viee-Chancellor snd the Becretaries
of the nta shall be the Presiding officers and Bocretaries of the
Convocation, with power to sobstitute others to perform their duties
respectively, pre fempors, not longer than one duy.

;3. At 'the time of the Convocation shall be held the annual
Commencement of the University, and ench degrees as may be
ordered by the Regents shall be then publicly announced and con-
ferred by the Chancellor, except when the Regents shall otherwise
provide,
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II. TWENTIETH CONVOCATION, ALBANY, JULY 11-13,
1882, e

New CaPrron, NorTE CeNTeR, Becorp FLoom,

ORDER OF EXERCISES.
Fmmer Dar — Tomspay, Jony 1L
Morning Session.
1(:30 A. M. Prayer, by Regent Anson J. Upson, D. D, LL. IM.
Opening Address, by Hon, Henry R. Pierson, LL.D,,
Chancellor of the University,
10:45 & m. Report of the Executive Committee, by Professor T, J.
ackus,
11:00 A. m. Libraries and how to use them : A report by Prineipal
H. C. Kirk, of the Phelps Union School ; a paper by
J. Harvey ;’b:[e'[{ee, of the Delaware Literary Institute ;
# discossion by Principal Wickes, of Watertown
High 8chool, and others.
1:30 ». ». Recess,
Afternoon Session.

#:380 p. st. Methods of Instruction in,Englich Literature: A paper
by Professor Gilmaore, of the University of Rochester ;
diseussion by Professor Backns, of Vasear College, and
Professor Banford, of the Albany High School.

Theories in Scfence, by Professor M. . Costin, of 8t.
John’s College.
5:45 ». . Recess.
LEoening Sezwion.

8:00 v, s, Nominalism and Realism, or words and things: A study
in the history of philosophy, by Professor W. D.
Wilson, of Cornell University,

French and German in Colleges and Schools, by Pro-
fegsor Horatio 8. White, of Cornell University.
Diseussion by Professor Wilson,

Broowp Day — Wepseepay, Jury 12,
Morning Sevsion.

10000 & u. Regenta’ Preliminary and Advanced Examinations: A
paper by Principal Bradley, of the Albany High
bcﬁeool ; & Bummary of the views, suggestions, ete., of
principals, by Principal G. R. Cutting, of the Wator-
ville Union Sehool, and a discussion by others.

Military Drill in Colleges and Arcademies, by Edward
P 'ﬁ;a.terbury, President of the Btate Normal 8chool
at Albany.



