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CHAPTER I.
ITS ORIGIN

Pewe to the conception of this remarkable aad
universally = celebrated production, its author, Mr.
Ricmasn Apams Locks, had written several serial
griicles for the New Yong Sow, in which it origi-
nally appeared, that had proved eminently successful
and popular. Among thess were the * Memoies,"
not more marvellons than troe, “of Matthiss the
Prophet,” which filad the whele civilized world with
commingled wonder and indignation, at the debasing
eredulity and fanatielsm created by the supernatural
&od impious pretensions of an insane Lot subtle im-
postor, which they strikingly revealed. Although
almost every fact and stalement contajned in thess
“ Memoirs” had been fully substantiated by the
sworn evidence adduced on the trial of Matthins for
the murder of Mr. Pearson, in Westcheater county,
New York, snd bad become familiar to (ke publie
throngh the daily and extended reports of the public
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press; yeb the new intereat which they acquired in
the superior and exeiting narrative of Mr. Locke,
caused not goly an unprecedented demand for The
Sun—then newly esteblished—for which it was
spectally written, but insored a sale of the “Me-
muirs,” in & pamphlet form, to the extent of more
than forly thowsand copies, in a few weeke. :
For this article, Messra. Dav & Wsner, the
originatora and then proprietors of The Sun, peid
the suthor 8150, with the offer of & similar sum for
any contribution, of a popular tendency, which he
might feel disposed to write. Bhortly after this, Mr.
Wisner sold ont his interest in the paper to Mr.
Mosws Y. Braci, brotherin-law of the other pro-
prietor, and the offer was urgently renewed, in con-
nection with seversl new festures of enterprise then
introdoced into the mansgement of the establish-
ment, Whila curserily speenlating wpon subjecta of
a sufficiently novel and interesting eharacter to en-
hance and accelerate the slready increasing popular-
ity of the paper, wpon the terms proposed, Mr,
Locke’s cholce of the topic of his renowned * Moon
Btory™ was determined in the following manper.
His course of reading for many years having been
almosigexcinsively seipntifie, he was porusing, in the
summer of 1835, the volume of the ¢ Edinburgh New
Philnsophical Journal " for 1826, when, at page 300,
his nttention was arrested by an article from the
pen of Dr. Tromas Dick, of Dundes, the voleminous
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and ploualy speculstive writer upen astronomy, upen
the possibility of eorresponding with the inhahitants
of the mpon, by means of symbols—immense stdne
diagrams [ —¢rected vpon the surface of the earth
The particular passage referred 1o is as follows:

® Gruithuisen, in & conversation with the great
continental astronomer, Ganss, after describing the
regular figurea he had discovered in the moon, spoke
of the posafbility of a correspondence with the lunar
Inhabitants, He bronght to Gaoss's recollection the
idea he had communiested many years sgo to Zim-
mermun.  (Gauss anewered thai the plan of erseting
& geometrical figure upon the plaina of Siberis eor-
responded with his opinion, . becanse, socording to
his view, & correspondence with the inbabitants of
the moon eould only ba begun by means of such
mathematical cunmmphhum sod idess ns we ﬁnl
they must have in common.”

This grave assumption, on the part of thess ege
astronomers, first, of the existence of inhabitants on
the moon; secomdly, of thelr possessing powers of
vision, either naioral, or artificial, adequate to the
perception of symbolical structures on the earth;
thirdly, of their being rationsl creatures, eapable “ of
such mathematieal ¢onternplations med idess ne we
and they musi have in common ;" and fourthly, of
their being both eompetent and inclined to erest
symbolical edifices in reply to those constrocted for
them upon the earth, and without which lunar ag.

1*
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swers no correspondenes conld be conducted-—all
these nolemnly sssumed points wers too irresistibly
ladicrous to escape Mr. Locke's susceptible ton-
dency to the burlesque, and proclaimed as they were
in & sclentific journal of high philosophical preten-
sioos, he deemed them fair subjects of sedate and
elaborate satire,

On referring to Dr. Dick's astronomieal speenla-
tlons, In his varions popular works—his Christion
Philozopher, Celestial Scenery, &c., Mr. Locke not
only found this article in the Edinburgh New Phi-
losophical Journal referred to and clted, with that
pecoliarly pious unetion for which that writer s so
pre-eminantly distinguished, bot expatisted and mor-
alized upon ks an embryo suggestion, worthy of the
highest international conaideration and policy. Thus,
in his Celestial Scensry, in commenting vpon the
pasaage above guoted, Dr. Dick seriously remarks as
follows :

® Were the inhabitants of the moon to recognize
such a figure, arected on an immense scale, na &
signal of correspondence, they might, perhaps, erect a
similar one in reply. But it is questionable whether
the intention of such a signal would be recognized ;
and our terrestrial sovereigns are too much engaged
in plunder and warfare to think of spending their
revenues in 80 costly an experiment; snd, there-
fore, it is Hkely that, for ages to come, we shall re-
main in ignorance of the gemius of the hiner inhabit-
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anis. Behemes, however, far more foolish and pre-
posterons than the above, have been contrived and
acted upon in every age of the world. Tha millions
which are now wasted in the pursofts of mad am-
bition and destructive warfare might, with far greater
propriety, be expended in erecting a lerge iriangle or
ellipsis of many miles in extend, In Siberia or any other
eotntry, which might, at the same time, sccommo-
date thousands of inhabitants who are now roaming
the deserts like the beasts of the forest."—p. 273,
It is unnecessary to analyze the manifold abeurd-
ity of these presuppositions and wuggestions, in
order to feel the pungency of ite appeal to the risible
emotions of every rational and scientific mind. Iiis
only necessary to imagine a nation, or an allianee of °
mations, setnally engaged in the work of building
these immense stone disgrams,  triangles or ellipses,
of many miles in extent,” to open a correspondence
with the inhabitants of the moon, and in patient eon-
fidence that they would build others im reply, in the
absence of the slightest indieation of evidence, either
oeuler or inductive, that any such inhabitants exist.
If we could eonesive K poesible that the toil and
treasure of any eountry eould be sppropristed to
such & purposs, the only information eoneerning the
moon that we eould hope to gain from it would be
a conviction of & greater degres of disturbing influ-
ence from that lominary, upon the minds of men,
than is now ascribed to her; with the mitigating



