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To that fmperdant bt Much-forgotien Creature
“TIIE AVERAGE MAN"
I DEDICATE THIs LITTLE BOGK
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Pretzce,

THLS lictle book is respectfully dedicated to

“The Average Man.” He reads the news-
papers and litide else suve works of fietion. O
dinarily he will not look at a theological bool.
Nor is it very strange. It does not generally
appeal to him. It may be thonghtful and schol-
arly, but it is too bullv, and not always casily
understood. It demands not o bistle e and
patience.  The “avernge wan ™ hag neither—to
spare, I not scholaddy, he is jotelligent and
thoughtfnl. He olten thinks of the great ques-
tions of faith, duty and destiny, and will gladly
hear them disenssed, but {v must be with becoms-
ing brevity, and in a launguage thai he can un-
derstand. ITe has bo time to wasle, and so
above all lilkes lucidity.

It iz to this often [orgotten man that the s
thor males his appeal for faith, He belicves in
what he says, and has tried to state what he has
to say in a plain straighttorward way—*in the
langunage of to-day, to the men of to-day, for the

needs of to-day.”
T



L PREFACE

[n this Le Lopes he has not wholly failed. e
will be more than glad should he help any one to
Christian believing and living.

A, W, BnypER

Newe Yord, Trdustp dinre, 130
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THE NECESSITY OF BELIEF.

Fonans xv. 12






THE NECES:ITY 0O BELIEF.

EOTLE are often ronghly classed as helievers
and unbelievers, but 1t i3 an inaccurate,
misloading classification.  All men believe some-
thing. Every man has a belief of some sort nn-
less he s an infant or an nliot. Every hmman
being avrived at years of iliseretion, thinks
Every man thinks, has thonghts, convictions,
opinions; and these constitute his belielz,  All
men have their beliefs, sueh as thev are; and
their beliefs are to them, at leust, of great im-
portance, This will be granted readily enough,
no donbt, ug regards ordinary atfairs, ol possi-
bly not so rewdily as repaeds religion. Tt must
be seen, however, that the neeessity of believing
cannot be confined to the affairs of this life
only. Not only must every man think, but he
must hare thoughty of some sort as to religion;
must helieve of Gl * That ITe is, and that He
is the rewander of them {hat diligently seck
Him ;" or that there is no God ; or that if there
be we can bave no certain lnowledge as to who
He is, or ns to His will and desire coneerning us,
or whether He has any. A man's thonghts may
not be very clear or definite, still every man has,
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