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'THE EVOLUTION OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE,

Thres thoosand years ago Achilles had s

tator to teach bim fo be
A gpeaker of words and & doer of deads,

able to take his part in ¢ounsil and in con-
fick, As the struggle for existence became
less severs snd there was mors lelsore for
thonght, wise men and philosophora arocese,
the outgrowth of preceding cooditions, baf
transcending those eooditions and showing
themsalves the divinnly sndowed instroctors of
the race. Under their teaching civilization de-
veloped, and was transmitted frowm generation to
goneration. Tlhe elements of education were
derived from the Oriank, but found their Aabitet
and bad appropriate development in Greece.

Iythagoras wae the firdt to designate the
gyetem of nature ge a kosmoe, the Greek word
to indiecate beauty, the beaunty resunlting from
-order and intsllizant design. He perceived thet
ovil congistes in being out of harmony with en-
wironment ; that hermony consists in propor-
fion ; and that proportion is expressed by num-
bers. He gathered round him the disciples
whom he instructed that they might be able in
turn o feach others alsc. And when his dis-
ciples were seattered abread by the persecntion
‘that arose about Bybarie, they that were scal-
torad abroad went everywhara telling what they
had learned from him, Thus Pythegorean
principles came to pervade Greek life and Greek
thought., Pythogorss had discovered the ou-
merioal relationa of the harmonic seale. His
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THE EVOLUTION OF

discdples tanght that Music has to do with dis-
crete quantity as releted to another, and Arith-
metic with that which subsists by ilself; that
Geomsetry eonsidera conlinuned gquantity so far as
it ia wnmoveble ; and that Astronomy considers
it a8 far as it is of & self-motive nature. These
four eciences they called ‘¢ Mathematics,”
(things learned).”

At firet education bad been comprehended
under two titles: gymnestic and muesie.

Gymnastie made the body strong and lithe
and beantifal, the fit and flexile inetrument of
the animating soul.

Musip included all the stndies ower which the
Muses presided. Tt began with poetry. Words
and tuna were compesed by the eeme impulse.
They were memovized by the same effort,
FPostry was chanted; not read. Homer was
the universal text-book. FEven among the
dietant Borysthenes, “almost pll the inhabitants
Enew the Diad by heart.”

After these poems were reduced to writing,
Musie ncluded alse reading and writing and
grammar and history snd literatore and wer .
and siatecreft, and whatever else was sung by
Homeér. Indeed, it is no inferior education
that might ba obiained from Homer sa s texk-
book if one could hmve such atencher as Py-
thagorzs or Mark Hophkioa.

Adult life begins at twenty-one; and the pre-
ceding portion falls paturally inte three divis-
ions of seven yeary each, devoted respectively
to primary, intermeadiate and higher education.

Primary education was left to the mother and
the ourse. It consisted chisfly of plays and
gemes appropriate bo oubdoor life in a genial

* Geopraphy is called Mathematics in the Rutgers Col-
lege statutes of 1828,
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THE AMERICAN COLLEGE.

«<limes, and was in some sense a conkinuous
kindergarten.

Intermediate education began at meven, when
the boy was registered as & prospective eitizen
and began to go to school, The achool honses
wera publie property and were rented fo the
schoolmasters, of whom there were two; cne
for gymuoastie, and the other for music; snd
to both the pupil went every day.

Higher education began at about fourteen,
and continued until the yonng man reached his
mejority. During thie period the elegant gym-
pastic of the preceding period was continued,
-and was supplementad by athlefic and military
‘fraining.

The atodies which had bean calied collactive-
ly Music, were divided into four; and after-
ward into mine; but were wltimately fixed at
geven. The firsl three were : Grammar, Dialeg-
-fiec and Bhetoric.

Grammar ineluded lacguage and litersture.

Diglectic taught how to resson from what
bad besn learned by language.

Rhetoric taught how to express the results
of such reasoniog. It included conversation,
oratory and aivies.

The other four studies were those which
the Pythegoreans called Mathematica.

The object wee to bring man into harmony
with Lis environment, The Gireeks were deeply
conscious of the ucresi and disharmony per-
taining to every man coming into the world.
They were aware al=o that this lack-of hermony
is the consequence of evil within the man.
They were earnesh in bheir efforts for xdfepoi
(katharsiz), purgation of the evil.®

Endeavor after harmony always remained the

#Compere fobn xiil. 1o, 12; xv, 3; and 1 John 4, 7, 9.
5



THE EVOLUTION OF

distinguishing characteristic of Greek education..
This wae the chiefelemant in producing that ar-
rey of mighty men " whoee spirite etill rule uas

from their wros.” Thie was the eecret of

Greck auperiority in philoeophy, in civilization,
in art, in education. This it was that made

the Aftic state a sshool of virtua. Free citizens.

must be able to perform harmoniously their
proper fanction of governing themselves and
others. The youth of the governing claes were
trained in the studies found condgcive to this
end, the studies proper and npeeessary for

fresmen, for $his reason ealled 'Barépa: Téyvar

{ Etsutherial Teehnai)which the Latine rendered
by Liderales Artes, whenee our ¥ Liberal Arts.”
During the first poart of the saven yoars de-
voted to these studies the lad bacams aequaint-
ed with the laws governing civilized society and
formed the habit of acting in mecordance with
them. He learoed how te conduct a conversa-
tion, and to discwss soxal and elvil questions.

About the middle of this period he was.

brought befors the authorities ss & candidate
for citizenship. He was examined in public by
frial of his ocapabilites. If be came up to the
physical, intelleetual and ethicel standsrd, he
was passed to the renk of #pdec (ephebos),
or cadet-student; and matriculated by taking
the onth of aitizenship :

I will transmit my fatherland, not only not less,
but greater and botter than 1t was commitied to me,

I will obey the maglatrates.

I will obaerve the lawa.

It any person set thom at neught T will do my baest
to prevent him ; and wll defend them both alone and.
with others.

I will honor the religlon of my tathers,

Beligion was a part of etstecraft. Handi-
L]
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eraft and the productive arts were left to the
inferior elnsses and wave despised by citizens as
* banansic,” a word well represented by the
modern German phrase: *DBrodi-und batter
Wissenschaften,” (dreadand butter seleness),

Attica gave ifs form of government to the firat
European institution for hirher edacation. It
was literally = Republic of Letisrs ; aod was
named after Flato’s school of philosophy.
"Anadfun (acadenis) iz still the Greek (and
Latin) word for wlhat we cull & University.
The curriculum waes that which had been re-
guived for citizenship in Athens. Jfdis our cur-
riculum atill,

Even the techoieal terme are the same.
Grammarian, Logician, Rhatorician, Philoso-
pher, are all Greek words which denoted
primerily teachere of those arte. At & later
day euch beachoers wore ealled by the gen-
eral nane : Erayyeidpesn | Epangpeliomenor), of
which the lterel rendeving is * Professors.”
HSo Faculty is Faoultas, the Latin rendeiing
of the Gresk dhauy (dysaindd), used in the
same sense. And {SBocrutes to fhe cootrary
notwithstanding), Bophist and Sophister bave
been used in a good wsensa from the deys
of Pythagoras until now, “Junior” and
“ ganior,” as designations of college clarpes, are
simply albreviations of *juninr scphistera”
snd ““senior sophisters,” which wera {he names
of the upper classes in the first Awerican col-
lege.

Prominent among the teachers to whom we
are indebted for ouwr ewrriculum and the philos-
ophy of which it is the cutgrowth were Pytha-
goras, Heraclitus, Soerates, Plato, Aristolle and
Philo.

But aftér these came one wiser than them all;
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